
 

Ascensiontide Letter 2020 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The ‘Great Fifty Days’ of Eastertide are almost over, Ascension Day is upon us, and we await the 

feast of Pentecost (Whitsunday) just over a week away. The ‘mini-season’ between Ascension Day 

and Pentecost – Ascensiontide – is rightly a time to redouble our prayer each day as we await the 

celebration of the Spirit’s first coming on the Disciples. Although we cannot, like them, be ‘in one 

place’ (Acts 2.1), we can be united in intention to pray more fervently.  

Pray for what? Well, each of us will have his or her own intentions in prayer, and we should honour 

those. But the ministry Team is asking you to join with us, as we have done in years past, to share in 

our ‘novena’ (nine days of prayer) for the Fruit of the Spirit. St Paul refers to ‘the fruit of the Spirit’ in 

his Letter to the Galatians (5.22-3). He lists nine ‘fruits’, so starting this Friday our ‘Thought’ for each 

of the nine days will concern one of those. You can hear the ‘Thoughts’ on the church websites 

where you will also find a prayer appropriate to the theme of the day. This is our way of participating 

in the nation-wide ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ initiative which our archbishops began a few years ago. (If 

the specifics of that initiative interest you too you can find resources at TKC website: 

www.thykingdomcome.global. 

Our Abingdon Team thinks the Fruit of the Spirit is important for us in view of our current situation. 

In some respects the ‘lock-down’ is loosening; I think we can feel that. In the last few days the 

Church of England has announced its ‘Recovery Group’ which will guide how dioceses and churches 

begin to function again and address issues that arise from the months of closure and the continuing 

need for safety and vigilance. So in that regard too we are in a season of waiting. Soon will come 

more guidance on weddings and funerals and the use of our buildings.* 

How will our parish, its clergy and ministers, its congregations, and its paid and voluntary staff 

‘recover’? It is doubtful to me and the others in the Team that the ‘recovery’ will mean a 

straightforward return to “the way things were”. Albeit in some diverse ways, each of our three 

congregations will have to embrace a ‘new normal’. That will mean change, and the change will  

 

*Church House, Westminster, will re-open on 4th July but meetings will be held virtually through July 

and August. 

http://www.thykingdomcome.global/


involve leaving behind some ways of doing and being that have defined our churches hitherto. But it 

will also off new perspectives and horizons for initiative which a few months ago we wouldn’t have 

contemplated. I predict a long process, and different dynamics will prevail in our three 

congregations, since each of them has its own personality and way of working. In all of this our 

Parochial Church Council (PCC) will be all the more important in overseeing this so that as each 

congregation steps forward it can do so in step with the needs and opportunities of the whole 

parish. 

However all of that happens, the fruit, or harvest, of the Spirit will be important in our bearing 

toward one another as we live ‘in the Spirit’ through the months and years ahead: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, fidelity, gentleness and self-control. 

Each year we gather at St Nicolas’ Church for our Corporate Communion for Ascension Day. This year 

we cannot. Nevertheless, like the Christians at the first Pentecost, let’s be ‘of one mind’ (Acts 2.46) 

by holding one another in prayer on Ascension Day we look forward to Pentecost. From that day 

going forward we will, once again, video our Sunday services, and I hope you will ‘tune in’. 

Yours faithfully, 

Charles Miller 

Team Rector 


