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The Window: A Timely Pause 
The Revd Dr Charles Miller 

 

When I was a boy we had one landline in the house. It was always exciting to make an 

international call: the international operator was rung up, and she (it always was a she) 

made the connection. The line crackled and the call never lasted longer than necessary; 

it was costly. When I made my first trip to the UK in 1976 I made all my hotel 

reservations through the post, using thin blue airmail paper and envelopes. The 

exchanges took weeks, and I delighted in getting replies to ‘E. C. Miller, Esquire’. Nor 

did I have access to information about current weather conditions; when I stepped onto 

the tarmac at Heathrow ready for cool rain, it was sizzling – the heat-wave and drought 

of the summer of 1976! 

But things have changed. 

In October 1997 the first issue of the St Helen’s monthly magazine, Window, appeared. 

It has done so ten months each year ever since. Six years ago it became The Window, 

offering news and views from the newly-created Parish of Abingdon-on-Thames, and 

through that whole period Alexandra Green has steered the editorial committee of each 

issue through its necessary phases: planning, solicitation of contributors, editing, 

composition and lay-out, printing and distribution – an enormous task. All of us readers 

have benefitted from the dutiful monthly effort to help readers, whether church-goers or 

not, connect with the Church of England parish in the centre and south of Abingdon.  

Things are still changing. 

Several years ago, the free printing of The Window stopped – a key staff member at the 

university retired – requiring a change in the long-standing financial basis of the 

magazine. Within the past year the very experienced compositor moved away. Recently 

editor Alexandra Green announced her desire to step down in the New Year after six 

years’ long labour. Most recently the Parochial Church Council took an over-due look 

at communications throughout the parish and decided that it was time for some new 

thinking. After all, we live in an age of ‘communication revolution’. E-mail and other 

forms of social media mean that there are other ways people give and get news and 

views about everything, and the congregations that make up our parish need to adapt. 

2020 will be a year when we think that through and begin to make adjustments. 

With all that before us the Parochial Church Council has decided to pause the 

publication of The Window beginning with the February 2020 issue and continuing for 

the subsequent six issues, extending through the summer. During that period we can 

look afresh at how we communicate. We’ll continue to get key information and news 

out to everyone in printed form through pewslips, seasonal advertising, TEAMword and 

our churches’ websites; and we’ll have a chance to think through whether and how we 

can continue The Window’s role in sharing ‘news and views’ from the Parish of 

Abingdon-on-Thames.  

 

You may be drawn into that conversation...so think about what you need and want to 

know, and how you can best get it. We’ll be all ears! 

mailto:StHelensWindow@gmail.com
mailto:StHelensWindow@gmail.com
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In this issue 
There is a bumper selection of quizzes and puzzles for all ages – the answers are all in this 

issue as well. We can read about some of the charities supported by the parish, both home 

and abroad. Details of the many special services for Advent and Christmas are included as 

well as other events – do take a copy of The Window or of the publicity leaflet for friends and 

neighbours. 

 

 

The Future of the Window 
As described by the Rector on the front page, the decision has been taken to pause the 

publication of The Window at least until the autumn of 2020. In the meantime a review of 

how a publication such as this fits into the parish-wide communication strategy moving 

forward. 

I would like to thank everyone who has been involved in the production and distribution of 

The Window: editors, proofreaders, compositors, distributors. A special thanks to our printers, 

NP Design, for their good quality production and willingness to accept missed deadlines and 

changes of plan.  

If you would like to have input into the future of The Window please be in touch with the 

Communications Group headed up by Margaret Horton via the parish office. 

Alexandra Green 

 

STOP PRESS . . .STOP PRESS . . .STOP PRESS 
On Saturday 23 November a goodly number of volunteers and customers came to St Helen’s 

Christmas Market. There was lots to buy, eat and drink and over £2000 was raised. Thank 

you to Margaret Horton for taking the lead on organising this event. 

 
  

St Helen’s Baby & Toddler Group 

A Christmas Celebration 

Nativity with Carols 

followed by Baby & Toddler Group music and lunch 

Saturday 7 December 2019 

11.00 am to 12.30 pm 

St Helen’s Church, Abingdon 

Feel free to dress up – angels and shepherds warmly welcome! 

Free event – all under 5s and their families welcome 

(children must be accompanied by an adult) 
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Crisis at Christmas 

No room, no room, no room for Christ in Bethlehem that night, 

No room for Beauty, Goodness, Truth, no room for Love and Light. 

But ‘twas no calculated bar of colour, class or creed, 

No cryptic, callous, cautious, cold premeditated deed – 

It was not these which kept him out, nor sophistry, nor pride, 

It was in fact in ignorance they pushed the Christ aside. 

 

So huddling in that stable mean there lay the pregnant maid, 

And jostling in that lively inn the happy revellers played. 

Within, all noise and busy-ness, with drink and talk and fun, 

Without, a mystic silence reigned as God’s great deed was done. 

A woman groaned, a baby cried, Eternity pierced Time, 

And Christendom began its life in backyard muck and grime. 

 

Though entry on the stage of life was simple, poor and mean, 

He moved among men, rich and poor, commanding and serene. 

He talked of human rights and worth and love was his refrain, 

He demonstrated selflessness, shared sorrow, suffering, pain. 

Though great crowds listened eagerly, few took him as their guide; 

Once more, and this time wilfully, the Christ was pushed aside. 

 

Rejected yes, but still he lives, his message spans the world, 

In every continent and clime his banner stands unfurled, 

His stigmata illuminate our history’s darkest page, 

His law of love draws golden deeds from dross in every age. 

He’s Christ the King, the Way, the Truth, the Life, the Living Lord, 

The Man for Others, vocal still, who may not be ignored. 

 

He looked upon the city once, discerning its malaise, 

He touched the core of crisis there and blamed its selfish ways. 

Come quickly Lord and save us from our crass stupidity, 

Our selfishness, our turpitude, our cruel cupidity, 

Our blindness, our indiscipline, our hatreds and our pride, 

Speak now to our condition Lord, come quickly, come inside. 

 

From Faith Fire and Fun by Bishop Cyril Bulley, Bishop of Carlisle 1959 - 72, Honorary Assistant Bishop in 

diocese of Oxford 1975 - 89  
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News from St Michael’s and all Angels 

Crib Service 
Carol Bowman 

It is mid-afternoon on Christmas Eve: the presents are all wrapped; the last of the Christmas cards 

have been displayed; the baking is finished; all is tidy and ready for tomorrow, or perhaps not quite!! 

However the preparations for Christmas Day are coming along; for many families in our parish (and 

beyond) this is the time on Christmas Eve when they head for St Michael’s Church for the 3pm Crib 

Service. 

Waiting for them is an empty stable, two (almost) lifesize sheep in the chancel, a table loaded with the 

figures for the Nativity Scene in the stable plus a multitude of extra shepherds, sheep, angels and 

stars.  

For the next 40 minutes or so, we all listen to the Christmas story and sing carols while the children, 

some dressed up for the part, carry up the figures to the stable, share in some simple prayers and 

finally gather round the crib to sing ‘Away in a Manger’. 

After a rousing chorus of ‘We wish you a merry Christmas’ to round off the service it is time for 

‘seasonal refreshments’ for those who are able to stay and chat for a while. This is a good time for the 

chidren to have photos taken round the crib or have a run round the labyrinth (great for using up some 

of that extra energy before bedtime…..) 

We welcome everyone to this informal lay led service, from babies to grandparents and of course 

unaccompanied adults too! So often we hear people say that this service is where their Christmas 

really begins so hopefully, if you are able to join us, this will become true for you too.  
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Pilgrimage to the Anglican Shrine of Walsingham 
Sue Scott 

 A journey does not have to be lengthy to be a pilgrimage. All that is needed is the intention and we 

can all become pilgrims. What does it mean to have the heart of a pilgrim? 

In October a group of Pilgrims set off from St Michael and All Angels church in Abingdon led by our 

Vicar Fr Paul Smith. 

Our destination was the Anglican Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham in North Norfolk. It was 

founded by the Lady Richeldis Faverches in 1061, destroyed by Henry VIII in 1538 and restored by 

Fr Hope Patten the Anglican Vicar of Walsingham in 1922.It became known as “England’s Nazareth” 

because of the nature of the vision which the Lady Richeldis experienced – to build a replica of the 

house which Jesus grew up in in Nazareth. At the heart of the Shrine of Our Lady lies the Holy House 

containing the image of Our Lady of Walsingham.  The Holy House itself is contained within the 

highly decorated Shrine Church. It is here that Mary’s “Yes” to God is celebrated which led to Jesus 

being born into the world. 

Walsingham has continued to attract an increasing number of pilgrims of all ages in recent times both 

as day visitors to the Shrine or, as in our case those who are able to stay in the residential 

accommodation at the Shrine. All pilgrims have their own reasons for making a pilgrimage and we 

were able to take time out from our busy daily lives and experience the peace, the tranquillity and joy 

which Walsingham provides. We experienced times of corporate worship and opportunities for quiet 

reflection. We made the pilgrimage to the Roman Catholic shrine of our Lady of Walsingham as a 

symbol of our Christian unity. We also had the opportunity to get to know each other a little more by 

sharing meals together in the Refectory or meeting in the Norton room for further sustenance! 

The few days went so quickly and all too soon it was time to make the homeward journey. Each of us 

carrying our own special memories and thankfulness for a blessed pilgrimage. It has been said that the 

veil between earth and heaven is finer at Walsingham and that as a consequence, it is easier to feel 

closer to God. The challenge is to apply the lessons learnt during our pilgrimage when we return to 

the bustle of our daily lives. 

Here’s looking forward to our return to “England’s Nazareth”. 
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The Porch 
Louise Heffernan  

As the weather becomes colder, our hearts go out to anyone who does not have 

a warm, secure and permanent place to sleep.  The Porch is an Oxford based 

charity that provides ‘day long support for homeless and vulnerably housed 

people wanting to move forward in their lives, away from street-life and 

addiction’.     

The charity was founded by the All Saints Sisters of the Poor in 1986.  It now 

runs the Stepping Stone Centre which provides a number of services and 

support, all designed to enable men and women to re-enter society. The charity 

does not run a hostel, but works closely with other organisations that can help with accommodation.  

However homeless and vulnerably housed men and women can make use of the day-time services, 

training and activities provided at the centre. Importantly the team run a café which provides 

wholesome and nourishing low cost lunches and suppers.  Some of the food served is grown at the 

Porch’s allotments which are worked on by the members so enabling members to learn growing skills 

along with fostering a sense of ownership and responsibility. 

The Porch also has an orchard. Jams and preserves are made by members from the fruit and produce 

grown. These preserves are sold to raise funds for the project. 

Members are also offered: 

‘Tailored support plans and an allocated support worker if requested 

Vocational skills training and employment support 

Laundry facilities and showers 

A free clothing store 

A library 

A suite of internet-enabled PCs 

A weekly art class with materials provided 

Outings 

Numerous projects and activities for members to take part in 

Free Acupuncture, Counselling, Chiropody and Bowen Therapy for members.’ 

 

St Michael’s Church has donated to the charity this year and were pleased to learn more about its 

excellent work from one of the centre team who visited their recent Autumn Fair. The Porch has 

outgrown its original site and has recently purchased a new building which will allow them to help 

more people and to provide more services.  They have launched an appeal to help pay for this 

property. 

More details can be found on their website:  www.theporch.org.uk 

 

 

Abingdon Foodbank 
Linda Hobbs 

 

The Abingdon Foodbank has had a very busy year and Christmas is an especially busy time of the 

year. Please remember the clients of the foodbank as you go shopping; as well as the usual non-

perishable items, the Foodbank welcomes ‘Christmas treats’ during December – chocolate, Christmas 

puddings and cakes, crackers. Details of the items needed can be found in church or on the website  

http://www.abingdonfoodbank.org/ 

  

http://www.theporch.org.uk/
http://www.abingdonfoodbank.org/
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Barnabas Fund – Hope and Aid for the Persecuted Church. 
Susan Scott 

 

 

 

The Barnabas fund is one of the designated charities supported 

by St Helen’s church as part of its annual charitable giving. It 

describes its purpose and aims as follows. 

 

 As part of the family of God, Barnabas Fund stands with our Christian brothers and sisters around the 

world, including the West, wherever they suffer discrimination, oppression or persecution as a result 

of their faith. In this way we witness to the love of Christ and build his kingdom  

We believe in the clear biblical teaching that Christians should treat all people of all religions and 

none with love and compassion, even those who seek to persecute them. We carry out our vision and 

purpose accordingly, but we will not compromise what we believe the Word of God teaches. 

 

It has been alleged that Christians are now the most persecuted group suffering discrimination, 

injustice, oppression, physical attacks and even ethnic cleansing in mainly though not exclusively, 

Muslim countries. While this can be more complicated than it first seems when political differences 

get tangled with religious differences, for whatever reason large groups of Christians need medical 

and financial support. 

 

For example, the Barnabas fund provided medical care for the injured and funeral costs for those 

killed in the Sri Lanka Easter Sunday bombings earlier this year. It also supports a prison ministry to 

1,200 jailed women and their 150 children jailed in Sudan for infringing Sharia law, by paying fines 

so they can be released, and providing medicine blankets and clothes. It also helps to provide 

education for some of the poorest children and the means to become self-sufficient for their parents. 

 

At a time when there are so many calls locally, nationally and internationally on our charitable giving, 

and difficult choices have to be made as to which causes to support, it is to be hoped we are not 

reticent in singling out our Christian brethren for specific support at this time.  
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What’s on in the Parish 
Devotional 
Sunday 1 December 

Faith Forum 

Connecting with the World 

The Revd Jennifer Brown on ‘Mission, 

ministry & pastoral care- 

Science in the Life of the Church’. 

9.15 – 10.00 Parish Centre at St Helen’s 

Breakfast from 9.00 am 

 

Tuesday 3, 10, 17 December 

Advent Labyrinth Walks 

11.00 - 12.00 and 19.00 - 20.00 

St Michael and All Angels’ 

Walk the Labyrinth or simply enjoy time 

for reflection on a different advent theme 

each week- Longing, Listening, Letting 

Go. A short prayer will be said at the start 

and end of each session. 

 

Tuesday 3 December 

Mothers’ Union 

Advent Readings and Carols 

10.30 - Parish Centre at St Helen’s 

 

Thursday 5 December 

Moving into Stillness 

Circle dancing to music from Taizé 

9.45 – 10.45   St Michael’s and All Angels 

 

Saturday 7 December 

Nativity with Carols 

St Helen’s Baby & Toddler Group 

11.00 – 12.30 St Helen’s 

Open to all under 5s and their families to a 

Christmas Celebration (with donkey!). 

Come dressed up as angels and shepherds. 

Free event with a collection for the Island 

Farm Donkey Sanctuary. 

 

Tuesday 7 January 

Mothers’ Union 

Prison volunteering on the Isle of Wight – 

Gwen Bevington 

10.30 - Parish Centre at St Helen’s 

 

 

 

20-25 January, 2020 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

11.45 – 13.00 St Nicolas’ 

Lunch time prayer led by members of the 

Church in Abingdon followed by light 

refreshments. All are welcome 

 

Tuesday 28 January 

Silent Reflections 

19.30 - St Michael and All Angels’ 

Prayerful activities in the sanctuary with 

option of coming together to share your 

journey at the end of the session. 

 

Musical 
Saturday 7 December 

Abingdon Town Band Christmas 

Concert 

19.00. St Helen’s 

Your local brass band invites you to enjoy 

traditional music and Christmas carols. 

Ticket price £7 available from Abingdon 

Guildhall Information Centre or on the 

door 

www.abingdonband.com 

 

Social 
December 1 through 16 December 

Cards for Good Causes 

Charity Christmas Card Shop 

10.00 – 16.30 St Nicolas’ 
 

5, 12 December/9, 16, 23, 30 January 2020 

Circle Dancing 

11.00-12.00- St Michael’s and All Angels 

Traditional folk dancing and modern steps 

in a circle to a variety of music. No prior 

experience or partner needed. Contact 

Mary 520608 

 

Sunday 2 February 

STHELENS@SUNDAY LUNCH 

The Hilton Garden Inn, Marcham Road, 

Abingdon. Open to all. See information on 

the notice board at the back of the church. 

Closing date for bookings 31 December, 

2019

http://www.abingdonband.com/
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For all the Saints!  Answers: 
1. Which former Bishop of Smyrna is celebrated on December 6th?  St Nicolas     

2.  Is she ‘in the sky with diamonds’? December 13 St Lucy  

3. Who features in the collect for the 3rd Sunday of Advent? St John the Baptist 

4. Would he also doubt the Winter Solstice is on December 21st? St Thomas 

5. Not a Boxer, but the first Christian martyr: December 26 St Stephen         

6. Did he write Revelation as well as a Gospel? December 27 St John 

7. A New Year’s Eve party for a cartoon cat? December 31 St Silvester 

8. Who was converted on January 25th? St Paul 

9. Was she a good scholar? Sister to 16: February 10 St Scholastica 

10. Chocolates and flowers from whom on February 14th? St Valentine 

11. Is a leek or a daffodil needed for his day? March 1st St David  

12. March 2nd Seventh Century patron of astronomers - very holy! St Chad 

13. Saintly lady, martyred by wild beasts in Rome: March 7th. St Perpetua 

14. Patron Saint of Ireland. March 17 St Patrick 

15. March 19th Mary’s husband, earthly father of Jesus. St Joseph 

16. He founded a Holy Order at Monte Cassino, brother to 9. March 21st St Benedict 

17. Bishop of Chichester, friend of Abingdon’s Edmund: April 3 St Richard 

18. Did he defeat the dragon on Shakespeare’s birthday? April 23 St George 

19. The first Gospel writer April 30 St Mark 

20. A Saintly pair, both martyred and buried together. May 1 St Philip and St James 

21. First Archbishop of Canterbury. May 26 St Augustine 

22. Writer of English Ecclesiastical History. May 27 St Bede 

23. An English monk, apostle to the Germans. June 5 St Boniface 

24. A monk, founded the Abbey on Iona. June 9 St Columba 

25.  A companion to Paul. June 11 St Barnabas 

26. Roman soldier: first British martyr. June 22 St Alban 

27. Jesus named him the Rock; the first Pope. June 29 St Peter 

28. We hope it doesn’t rain on this saint’s day. July 15 St Swithun 

29. She was one of Jesus’s closest companions July 22 St Mary Magdalene 

30. Brother of the answer to number 6. July 25 St James 

31. Jesus’s Mother, taken up to heaven on her death August 15 St Mary, Blessed Virgin 

32. One of the disciples; may also have been called Nathaniel. August 24 St Bartholomew 

33. African bishop, important patriarch of the church. August 28 St Augustine of Hippo 

34. Greek Hermit, remembered by a street and fair in Oxford. September 1 St Giles 

35. Pope who sent number 21 to convert the pagan English. September 3 St Gregory the Great 

36. She found the Holy Cross, mother of Constantine. September 14 St Helen 

37. Tax collector, disciple and gospel writer. September 21 St Matthew 

38. Archangel in Judaism, Christianity and Islam; defeater of Satan. September 29 St Michael 

39. Physician, writer of a Gospel and Acts of the Apostles. October 18 St Luke 

40. Patron Saint of Oxford; her shrine is in Christchurch cathedral. October 19 St Frideswide 

41. On his day, King Henry V fought the battle of Agincourt. October 25 St Crispin 

42. Little known, but two of the twelve disciples. October 28 St Simon and St Jude 

43. Day for the whole company, Hallelujah! November 1 All Saints 

44. His name is well remembered in the town of Abingdon. November 16 St Edmund 

45. She founded an Abbey in Whitby. November 19 St Hilda 
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Moving into an Almshouse  

Barbara Earl 
 

Eleven years ago I wrote an article for the Window* when I moved into one of Christ Hospital’s  

almshouses at St John’s in the Vineyard. I was very happy in my upstairs flat in town. Now a few 

years older and less mobile I have moved to Twitty’s almshouses. I have a large, one bedroom 

property with no stairs. The building is over two hundred years old and has some interesting historic 

features. Originally Twitty’s was six residences, three for men and three for women. Christ Hospital 

modernised them in the late twentieth century and turned them into three larger properties. 

Now I am near to my church, I can listen to the bells, watch the weddings and sit by the river. Life is 

good. 
*issue 12 No 5 March 2009 with photo by Arthur Morgan 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above the door of Barbara’s flat - the central one of the 

three -is this inscription (modern spelling) 

 

In Memory of CHARLES TWITTY late of the City of 

Westminster Esq who for thirty years together next before 

his death with great fidelity and assiduous care executed 

the Office of deputy of the Receipt of Exchequer. 

And out of his pious inclination of this the parish of his 

Nativity gave by his will the sum of seventeen hundred 

pounds for building and perpetually endowing an hospital 

for maintaining in meat and drink and apparel and all other  

necessities of life three poor aged men and the like number 

of poor aged  women to be chosen out of the honest and 

industrious poor people of this place not receiving the 

common alms as by this said will is directed.  

In persuance of which this building was erected by the 

order of HENRY FERNE Esq  ROBERT BUTLER Gent 

and PETER WALTER Gent his executers 

          Anno salutis MDCCVII  

     (in the year of salvation 1707) 
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Old Testament Figures 
Rod Hunt 

Each clue is an Old Testament figure. The less obvious, more obscure ones have their Biblical reference the more 

obvious ones don’t! 

 

1    Wife of Abraham         _______________________ 

2    Was killed by his brother      _______________________ 

3    Known for his great strength – betrayed by Delilah (Judges 13-16) _______________________ 

4    Delivered God’s people out of Egypt     _______________________ 

5    Good & faithful man of God beset by direst calamity & misfortune _______________________ 

6    Bathsheba’s husband who was sent into combat by David (2 Sam) _______________________ 

7    Wife of Jacob for whom he waited seven years (Gen 28:30)  _______________________ 

8    King David’s father and progenitor of the line of Jesus  _______________________ 

9    Son and successor of David (1Kings 1 – 11; Chron 1 – 9)  _______________________ 

10  Mother-in-law of Ruth (Ruth 1:1)     _______________________ 

11  The mother of Samuel, Israel’s last Judge    _______________________ 

12  Commander of Saul’s army (1 Sam 14:51)    _______________________ 

13  Cast into a fiery furnace      _______________________ 

14  Shadrach, Meshach and  . . . .     _______________________ 

15  Sold his birthright to Jacob      _______________________ 

16  The age at which Methuselah died (Genesis5: 21 – 27)  _______________________ 

17  Mother of six of Jacob’s sons     _______________________ 

18  Youngest of Jacob’s sons      _______________________ 

19  Prophet whose book has 66 chapters     _______________________ 

20  First High Priest – bother of Moses       _______________________ 

21  Nephew of Caleb and first Judge of Israel (Joshua 15:17)  _______________________ 

22  Wife of King Ahab. She worshipped Baal  (Kings 16:31)  _______________________ 

23  King of Babylon who conquered Israel     _______________________ 

24  Was swallowed by a whale      _______________________ 

25  Abraham’s nephew whose wife turned into a pillar of salt  _______________________ 

26  Which two birds did Noah send out of the ark as messengers? _______________________ 

27  Mother of Ishmael, Sarah’s slave (Gen 16: 1 – 16)   _______________________ 

28  Son of Boaz and Ruth  (Ruth 4:13 -17)    _______________________ 

29  Prophet also called the “weeping prophet’ born 655BC  _______________________ 

30  He save Egypt from famine; father of Manasseh and Ephraim  _______________________ 

 

For the answers see page 15 
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For Children of all ages! 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT CANDLES 

Each of the four advent candles reminds us of what we are waiting for in Advent.  Unscramble the 

letters to find what each candle stands for. You can colour them in too. 

You may like to say a prayer in your heart each week in Advent. One way might be like this: 

 

Hope      

What do you hope for? Ask God to bring His light and hope to people who are finding life hard. 

Love    

Who do you love? Say thank you to God for all the people you love and who love you. 

Joy      

What brings you joy? Ask God to help those who are sad to feel His joy. 

Peace   

Pray for all those who are searching for peace in a troubled world. 

Christmas Day   

Thank God for sending Jesus to our world.  

 

 

 

 

How well do you know the story of the nativity? 
 

In the Bible re the following true/false/we don’t know? 

  true false We don’t know 

1 Mary lived in Nazareth    

2 Gabriel told Joseph that Mary was pregnant    

3 Both Mary and Joseph were told to call the baby Jesus    

4 The Roman Governor at the time Jesus was born was Pilate    

5 Mary travelled to Bethlehem from Nazareth by donkey    

6 Jesus was born in a stable    

7 Jesus was swaddled and slept in a manger    

8 Gabriel told the shepherds about the birth of Jesus    

9 The Magi followed a new star to Bethlehem    

10. The magi knelt in the stable to worship Jesus    

 

For the answers see page 10 

SEUJS 

CEEPA 

OJY 

OPHE 

VOLE 
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For Children of all ages!  2 
 

A Christmas star to colour. 

As you colour it, you may be wondering about what it felt like for the shepherds to see and hear the 

angels or for the magi to see the new star.  Or you might like to think about where you notice God’s 

glory.  
  

E B G O O D W I L L 

L A E J E S U S D B 

I M G T C D E F O M 

Z A A J H G H I N A 

A R B M O L J N K N 

B Y R A S S E K E G 

E L I G T N E H Y E 

T M E I A O P P E R 

H Q L S R U V X H M 

R Z E C H A R I A H 

Try to  find these words: 

Bethlehem Flocks  Donkey 

Manger  Magi  Star 

Goodwill 

 

Now find the words which are the answer to 

these clues: 

The mother of Jesus (4) 

The earthly father of Jesus (6) 

The cousin of Mary and mother of John the 

Baptist (9) 

The angel who was sent to tell the mother of 

Jesus she would have a baby (7) 

The baby born at Christmas  
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Services in Advent and Christmastide 2019 
For regular rather than special services see the back page. 

For details of the Advent Labyrinth Walks see page 8 

 

 

    

Sunday 1st December 

17.30  St Helen’s  Advent Carols: a service of carols and readings to mark the 

beginning of Advent and the wait for Christmas. 

It includes the blessing of the Jesse tree. 

Sunday 8th December 
17.30 St Nicolas’ Patronal choral evensong to celebrate the Feast of St. 

Nicolas 

Sunday 15th December 
17.30 St Nicolas’ Christmas Carol Service: Music and readings for 

Christmas 

Sunday 22nd December 17.30 St Helen’s Carols by Candlelight: Music and readings for Christmas 

Tuesday 24th December 

Christmas Eve 

15.00 St Michael’s Crib service. Journey with us from Nazareth to Bethlehem 

to hear the Christmas Story, sing Carols and build up the 

nativity scene ready for Christmas Day. Families with 

young children are especially welcome. 

16.00 St Nicolas’ Crib Service. Help us assemble our Christmas Crib. 

Families with young children are especially welcome. 

16.30 St Helen’s Christingle Service. A service for families. Receive your 

‘Christ Light’ and help us raise funds for The Children’s 

Society. (Doors open 3.45pm) 

18.00 St Michael’s Christmas lessons and carols. Hear the Christmas story 

through readings and music. 

23.30 St Michael’s Midnight Mass 

23.30 St Helen’s First Eucharist of Christmas – the candlelit ‘Midnight 

Mass’ 

23.30 St Nicolas’ Midnight Holy Communion  

Wednesday 25th 

December  

Christmas Day 

08.00 St Helen’s Holy Communion (1662) with hymns 

10.00 St Nicolas’ Holy Communion 

10.00 St Michael’s Family Mass 

10.30 St Helen’s Family Service with Eucharist 

Sunday 12th January 

Celebration of Epiphany 

16.30 St Helen’s Epiphany Carols. A short service of music and readings to 

mark the arrival of the Wise Men to visit the Christ Child, 

followed by tea and cakes. All families welcome, 

particularly with children baptised at St Helen’s. 

    



Dec 2019 – Jan 2020                                                             15 

 

KINGS and SCRIBES –the Birth of a Nation 
Silvia Joinson 

 

This is the title of a new permanent exhibition in the south 

transept of Winchester cathedral. It is spread over three levels 

accessed by a beautiful glass lift so besides the interest of the 

exhibition itself visitors can admire the architecture at close 

quarters. The twelfth century Winchester Bible, famous for 

its spectacular illuminations, is displayed on the ground floor 

with details of how it was made. Page turning technology 

enables more than one page to be shown. The mezzanine 

level displays documents from the cathedral archives to help 

build up a picture of monastic life. It also gives access to a 

remarkable seventeenth century library.  At the top is the 

story of the six mortuary chests and their contents. Recent 

research into the bones using radio carbon dating has 

revealed they are all from the late Anglo-Saxon and early 

Norman period. There is one female among the collection 

and it is possible this is Queen Emma of Normandy, wife of 

two English kings, Ethelred the Unready, and Cnut and the 

mother of two kings,  Harthacnut and Edward the Confessor. 

Her suspected bones have been duplicated using a 3D printer 

and are displayed. She lived from 985- 1052. Also on this 

level is the story of the cathedral itself with examples of all 

its architectural styles. 

There is much else of interest; the twelfth century font depicts scenes from the life of St Nicolas and 

in the crypt, the oldest part of the cathedral is sculpture by Antony Gormley, ‘Sound II’. There is also 

the amazing story of how William Walker, the famous diver, who saved the cathedral from collapse 

(1906 -11) by underpinning the foundations. 

Winchester is near enough for a day trip and the cathedral and new exhibition are well worth a visit. 

There are Park and Ride sites.  

For details see    https://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/ 

 

Old Testament Figures: Answers 

  

https://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/
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Services in December 2019 and January 2020 
 

Divine Service at St Helen’s Church, West St Helen’s St 
Holy Communion 1662 08.00 Sundays in December  

(January at St Nicolas). 

Morning Praise 09.15 Second Sunday in December but not in 

January. 

Sung Eucharist 10.30  Every Sunday 

Morning Prayer 09.10 Monday to Friday (except Bank Holidays) 

Evening Prayer 17.10 Monday to Friday (except Bank Holidays) 

Junior Church 10.30 Sunday – starts in Church. 

Wednesday Church 10.30 Every Wednesday. Holy Communion in the 

Parish Centre followed by refreshments. 

 

Divine Service at St Michael and All Angels’, Park Road  
Family Mass 09.30  First Sunday of the month, with Thanksgiving 

and Welcome 

Sung Mass 09.30 Every Sunday 

Thursday Mass 12.30 Every Thursday followed by a light lunch 

Tues Said Mass 19.30 Every Tuesday except the last one. 

Silent Reflections 19.30 The final Tuesday evening of the month 

 

Divine Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Market Place 
Holy Communion 1662 08.00 Sundays in January  

(February at St Helen’s). 

Morning Prayer 11.15 (Matins) 1st Sunday in the month 

Holy Communion 11.15 2nd and 4th Sunday with Junior Church 

Third Sunday Service 11.15 A short, less formal service.  

Family Communion 11.15 5th Sundays in the month 

Junior Church 11.15 2nd and 4th Sundays 

 

 

To arrange baptisms, weddings and funerals contact the Parish Office. 
Clergy are available in the Parish Office between 19.00 - 20.00 on Wednesdays. 

Please call the office to book an appointment. 
 

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller 

Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith 

Associate Priests: The Revd Jennifer Brown 

 The Revd Canon Charles Masheder 

  

Directors of Music: Dr Peter Foster (St H), Glynne Butt, Graham Howell (St M) 

Parish Administrator: Mrs Jenny Balshaw 

Parish Office: St Helen’s Court, Abingdon, OX14 5BS 
01235 520144 

Normal opening hours 10.00 to 13.00 weekdays, except Thursdays – closed 
E-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 

www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk www.stnicolasabingdon.org.uk 

Sunday Evening Services 

17.30 at St Helen’s Church 
 

1 December  Advent Carol 

Service 

8 December No evening service 

at St Helen’s. See p14 

15 December  No evening service 

at St Helen’s. See p14 

22 December  Service of Lessons 

and Carols 

29 December No evening service 

  5 January Vespers 

12 January NB 16.30 - see p14 

19 January Choral Evensong 

26 January Service of Healing 

and Wholeness 

 

 

 

 

The services and events listed here are correct at the time of going to press – please consult the weekly Pewsheets or Newsletter if 

in doubt, or see the online version of The Window on the websites below. 

mailto:administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk
http://sthelenabingdon.cloudaccess.net/
http://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/
http://www.stnicolasabingdon.org.uk/

