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Lutherans 
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T 
his year marks the 500th anniversary of the start of the Reformation, sig-

nalled when Martin Luther (1483-1546) posted ninety-five ‘theses’ about 

various corrupt practices in the Church on the door of the Castle Church in 

the tiny German town of Wittenberg, on 31 October 1517.  Thanks to the printing 

press, they soon ‘went viral’, and reforms began all over Europe.  Luther was ex-

communicated by the Pope, and went on to develop a distinctive kind of Church in 

much of northern Europe. 

My theological work has taken me a lot to Germany, and also to Scandinavia, Ice-

land, and Latvia, and in all those countries Protestant Christians are usually Lutheran 

(as opposed to Switzerland, Scotland, and The Netherlands, where they are more 

typically Calvinist).  So I have worshipped frequently in Lutheran churches, and feel 

very much at home in them.  Lutheran services, like those in the parish of Abingdon-

on-Thames, are orderly and follow a set liturgy, though the sermons are longer!  

There is often wonderful music (J. S. Bach was a Lutheran), and Lutherans had no 

tradition of destroying art in churches, such as happened in England during our 

Reformation.  Services are not particularly ‘low church’ in our terms, and in Scandi-

navia clergy often wear vestments, though in Germany usually just a black Talar (a 

bit like a cassock). 

What do Lutherans believe?  For the most part, the same things as us: they recite the 

Creed every Sunday, just as we do.  But everything is held within the framework of 

‘justification by grace through faith’, the central Lutheran principle that insists on 

God’s initiative in our salvation.  We don’t believe in God through Christ to earn our 

place in God’s love, but simply accept it through faith.  So the items of belief, listed 

in the Creed, are not a set of tick-boxes we have to fill in before God will accept us, 

but are more like parts of a hymn celebrating what God has done for us.  There are 

strains in Lutheranism that stress the human guilt from which we need saving—and 

produce the caricature of the gloomy Scandinavian; but in essence Lutheranism is a 

joyful faith, emphasizing our freedom as children of God, whom God loves even 

before we’ve done anything to deserve it.  

Luther has never been a big influence in England, so you’d be hard put to it to find a 

Lutheran church here (there are a few in London, mainly serving ex-pats), though in 

Oxford a German Lutheran community borrows St Mary’s once a month for an af-

ternoon service.  Many Lutherans in England worship in Anglican churches, which 

they find congenial though a bit too prone to moralizing (because English Christiani-

ty has not been quite so clear on justification through faith alone).  But Anglicanism 

as we experience it in all three churches in Abingdon-on-Thames has evolved so as 

to be quite similar to Lutheranism in style and feel, and in its variety.  When we 

think ecumenically Lutherans are not often in our minds; I hope that this year they 

will be. 
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This month in The Window... 

Solution to February’s Crossword, SS Beer & Chips 

by Eccles: the asterisked clues were Herbs & Spices - 

an anagram of the title. 

The clergy team had a Quiet Day on 2 February at St Mary's Convent in 

Wantage. Appropriately for the Feast of Candlemas, this icon was in the Mary 

Magdalen chapel. Candlemas is the foundation feast for the sisters of the Com-

munity, which next year celebrates their 170th anniversary. 

The convent is a lovely setting for individual and group retreats and quiet days 

and meetings; contact guestwing@csmv.co.uk 

...we celebrate two events, one sacred, one secu-

lar, as part of the St Michael's 150 celebration.  

Andrew Colborne writes about the history of St 

David and more recent commemorations of his 

feast day which falls this month. March 1 is also 

Ash Wednesday this year; next month The Win-

dow will give details of services and events lead-

ing up to Easter, as well as details of the Annual 

District and Parochial Church Meetings. 

News from the Parish 

On Sunday 12 February Bishop Colin came to con-

firm Martin Abbott, Tarrant Tonks and Tristan Tonks 

from this parish, and from our deanery sister church of 

St Leonard's, Sunningwell, Robert and Penelope Nichol. 

The Revd Emma Percy, Bowles lecturer at St Nicolas’, 

was installed as an honorary canon of Christ Church Ca-

thedral on 28 September. For more details and photo-

graphs, visit the diocesan website. 
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We ARE amused… 

…as Queen Victoria would have agreed herself 

had she been fortunate enough to have enjoyed 

the entertainment in St Michael’s Church provid-

ed by a talented group of musicians and thespi-

ans. The Church was transformed into a Victorian 

parlour to entertain the audience with readings 

from the classics, poems both humorous and seri-

ous, and a variety of musical offerings.  A high-

light was the music of the violin, cello, piano en-

semble (Catherine Ng, Avril Ivin and Glynne 

Butt) who performed pieces by Elgar, Massenet 

and Rubinstein.   Queen Victoria’s favourite, Mr. 

Mendelssohn, was represented by one of his 

‘Songs without Words.’ But equally memorable 

were the hilarious renderings of D’Oyly Carte 

favourites.   

The sentimentality of our Victorian forbears was 

brought alive through the gentle mockery of dra-

ma.  One hundred and fifty years after its first 

performance in Abingdon, we were treated to the 

farcical proposal scene from ‘Used Up’,  per-

formed by Tara Willis and Alex Winterburn. And 

what a delight to see our friends Mr and Mrs 

Clare in the guise of an oleaginous mourning 

warehouse proprietor and his client! 

The entertainment was devised by Glynne Butt 

and Hilary Clare who were aided and abetted by 

John Clare, Mary Clare, Avril Ivin, Catherine Ng, 

Paul Smith (can we ever forget that wig?) Peter 

Willis, Tara Willis and Alex Winterburn. Jane 

Cadogan and the Abingdon Drama Club provided 

costumes. 

The readings interspersing the entertainment took 

us back to 1867, to the dedication and consecra-

tion of the Church of St Michael and All Angels’.  

We were reminded of the original vision of the 

Revd Nathaniel Dodson who fought for another 

church to be built in Abingdon to support the 

brewers and the tanners who worked here. The 

evening brought alive the concerns, the affecta-

tions, the joys and griefs, but above all the energy 

of those years of change. St Michael’s Church 

was born then and, thanks to our Victorian ances-

tors, is the beautiful place in which we worship 

today. 

Evening of Victorian Variety 
28 January 2017 

‘Three little maids from school’ 

The Revd Nathaniel Dodson and congregation sing  

‘Forward be our Watchword’. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

In January St Nicolas’ was pleased to host the lunchtime prayers as part of  Church 

in Abingdon’s  marking of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Each day a mem-

ber of the clergy team of the Churches in Abingdon led an ecumenical congregation -  

representing all our various denominations, and none - in reflection on, and prayers 

for, our troubled world in difficult and divided times.  Through readings, prayer and 

song we were encouraged to think about divisions historical and current, and to 

pledge to work towards greater understanding and unity. 

The prayers were followed by an opportunity for refreshment and fellowship, and 

conversations were wide ranging and animated. 

It was a pleasure to be able to host this event, and we thank all those who gave up 

their time to lead us in these simple yet thought provoking acts of shared worship. 
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On 25 January 1867, St Michael and All Angels’ 

Church was consecrated and dedicated by Samuel 

Wilberforce, Bishop of Oxford. The building of 

the Church, was 

the vision of Na-

thanial Dodson, 

Vicar of Abingdon 

since 1824.He ar-

gued that a county 

town as populous 

as Abingdon need-

ed more than the 

two churches it 

currently possessed 

for the relief of 

‘spiritual destitu-

tion’. 

On 25 January 

2017, we of St 

Michael’s, joined 

by many friends 

from the town and 

from our partner churches, celebrated the vision 

of the Revd Nathaniel Dodson with an anniver-

sary service in which we were able ‘to give 

thanks for all that is past, and look to the future in 

hope and faith under the same hand of God which 

has guided all in the place over the last 150 

years’ (the Revd Paul Smith). The Bishop of Dor-

chester, Colin Fletcher, presided and preached at 

the service and took for his theme the strap-line 

of our year of commemoration ‘…into the cen-

tre, out from the edge…’ He reminded us of 

the ways those words have been enacted in 

the actions and worship of those associ-

ated with St Michael’s in the past. 

And he then moved to the challenges of  today 

and of the future as we continue to keep centred 

on the love of Christ, as we go out into the world. 

Our worship was 

assisted by the 

combined choir of 

the three Abing-

don churches, led 

by Glynne Butt 

who chose two 

beautiful anthems, 

Bruckner’s ‘Locus 

Iste’ and ‘Be still 

for the presence of 

the Lord’ (David 

Evans, arr. Tam-

blin) for the occa-

sion. 

It was delightful 

to welcome a 

number of guests, 

including the Dep-

uty Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, Mr Poul Christen-

sen CBE, and many old friends, among them: Fr 

Keith Kinnaird, Fr Peter Doll, Fr Peter Silva, and 

the families of Fr Gordon Roe and Fr John Wil-

liams – the latter two having served as incum-

bents a long time ago.  So much enjoyment was 

had as memories were shared. 

And the icing on the cake, literally as well as 

metaphorically, was a cake made especially by 

Chris Waite which we enjoyed along with 

some appropriate bubbly to celebrate a 

very happy and uplifting evening. 

St Michael and All Angels: 150 years Dedication Festival 
 …into the centre, out from the edge… 

 

Louise Heffernan 
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Saint David’s Day – what’s it all about? 
Andrew Colborne  

This month begins with the observance of Saint 

David, the patron saint of Wales, whose feast day 

is 1 March. The occasion is celebrated by Welsh 

people worldwide, but do the rest of us know 

much about this saint or why he is so revered? 

David was born around the 

end of the 5th century AD. 

Descended from Welsh roy-

alty, he founded a Celtic 

monastic community at 

Glyn Rhoshyn (Vale of 

Roses) on a far western 

headland of Pembrokeshire, 

where St David’s Cathedral 

stands to this day next to the 

small settlement of the same 

name granted city status by 

Queen Elizabeth II. 

He was a renowned teacher 

and preacher, founding 

monasteries across Wales 

and the near continent. 

Around 550 AD at the Syn-

od of Brefi, he was elected 

primate for the region fol-

lowing his eloquent rejec-

tion of a heretical doctrine called Pelagianism.* 

At one synodal gathering he performed his best 

known miracle while preaching to a large crowd, 

whereby the ground on which he stood rose up to 

form a small hill, while a white dove settled on 

his shoulder. These two attributes are often to be 

seen in depictions of the saint. 

Tradition holds that during a battle against the 

Saxons, David advised the Welsh warriors to 

wear a leek on their armour, so as to better distin-

guish themselves from their enemies. This gave 

rise to the present custom of wearing leeks as 

described further below. Later, David was recog-

nized as a patron saint at the height of Welsh re-

sistance to the invading Normans. However, not 

until the 18th century was March 1st, the pre-

sumed date of his death, declared as a national 

day of celebration within Wales. 

These days, St David’s Day is celebrated with 

dinners, parties, and eisteddfodau (recitals and 

concerts), particularly among children. The wear-

ing of leeks and daffodils is common. Pam Wil-

liams, whose family was associated with St Nico-

las’ Church for many years, recalls her time 

growing up in Swansea 

after the war,‘… until the 

fifties, not much was going 

on but then we started hav-

ing literature, music and 

art competitions at my 

grammar school, with a 

prize for the best entry and 

a ceremony called 

‘crowning of the bard’ – as 

well as getting a half-day 

holiday! Boys and girls 

used to wear leeks and 

daffodils and some girls 

wore national costume. 

Boys preferred leeks, as 

daffs seemed a bit sissy … 

often we would dare each 

other to eat them!’  

On a larger scale, festivi-

ties are held at urban cen-

tres around Wales, notably Cardiff, Swansea and 

Colwyn Bay, and parades involving hundreds of 

citizens and schoolchildren provide the focus for 

a wide range of other events and activities.  

Readers who are interested to learn more 

about the Celtic saints would do well to take 

note of The Church in Abingdon, Lent Lec-

tures taking place on Monday evenings 

(March 6th, 13th, 27th and 3rd April) at The 

Salvation Army hall, West St Helen Street 

(20.00).  

David Cole will lead a series of devotional 

lectures based on his book 40 Days with the 

Celtic Saints (BRF, Abingdon, 2017). The 

lectures will include stories from the lives of 

the saints, and their qualities and experienc-

es will be related to our own life journey and 

developing relationship with God. We may 

even learn some more about St David, let’s 

see! 

* A doctrine that rejected the concept of original sin 

and maintained that individuals take the initial steps 

towards salvation by their own efforts and not by the 

help of divine grace.  
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What’s on in the Parish 

Devotional 
 

Tuesday 3 March 

Mothers’ Union 

10.00 - St Nicolas’ 

 

Sunday 5 March 

Faith Forum 

9.15 - Parish Centre at St Helen’s 

The Bible in Christian Ethics 

Breakfast bar from 9.00 

 

Tuesday 7, 21 March 

Desiring Life Reading Group 

14.30 - Parish Centre at St Helen’s 

From Desert Banquet by David G R Keller  

Copies at £12.99 now available from the Church 

Office 

Contact Susan Scott 522960 

 

Tuesday 28 March 

Silent Reflections 

19.30 - St Michael and All Angels’  

 

 

Music 
 

Saturday 11 March 

The Hermitage Ensemble 

19.30 – St Helen’s Church 

Concert of Russian sacred music and folk songs 

by this St Petersburg-based choral group. 

Tickets £10 (£8 concessions) available in advance 

from the Parish Office. 

 

 

Social 
 

Thursday 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 March 

Circle Dancing 

11.00-12.00- St Michael’s 

Traditional folk dancing and modern steps in a 

circle to a variety of music. No prior experience 

or partner needed. Contact Mary 520608 

 

Mondays 6, 13, 27 March & 3 April 

The Church in Abingdon, Lent Lectures 

40 Days with the Celtic Saints – David Cole 

20.00-21.00 at The Salvation Army  

in West St Helen Street 

Wednesday 8, 22 March 

Church History Lectures 

14.30 St Michael’s Church 

150th Anniversary St Michael & All Angels’ 

contact Hilary Clare 01235 525898 

 

 

Saturday 11 March 

Traidcraft Big Brew  

Tea & Coffee Morning 
10.00 -12.30- St Nicolas’ 

all welcome. 

 

 

Friday 24 March 

Friends of St Helen’s AGM 

19.30 - Parish Centre at St Helen’s 

Followed by talk A Russian Adventure by  

the Revd Charles Miller 

Wine & nibbles 

 

 

Wednesday 15 March 

St Helens’@Lunch 

12.00- The College Arms, Peachcroft 

No need to book, just turn up. Contact Susan 

Scott 522960 if you need or can offer a lift 

 

 

Future Events 
 

 

Call for Artists 
As part of St Michael’s 150 years celebrations, 

there will be an art competition and exhibition  

30 June-2 July on the theme of Celebration.  

Entrants have until 31 March to submit an appli-

cation and entries will need to be ready for dis-

play by 29 June.  

Go to stmichaels150art.weebly.com 

or Abingdon Library for further details and an 

application form. 

Proceeds to Abingdon Bridge which supports the 

needs of young people in Abingdon and Tariro-

Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe. 

If you would like anything included in this Diary, 

please contact the editors through the email on the 

front page 

http://www.hermitage.seenworks.com/
http://www.church-in-abingdon.org.uk/
http://stmichaels150art.weebly.com/
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Crossword for March by Ian Miles 
Clues marked * (&/or their solutions) carry a seasonal thematic reference 

Across 

  1*  Organists too are 'happily coupled' for this ... 

(7,5) 

  8   ... Manual workers indeed play it and groan sad-

ly (5) 

  9   Primes up a penurious state (9) 

11   Series of balls assessed as hyped (9) 

12   Communication over one meal (1-4) 

13   Queen absorbing Roman numerals offers a tonic 

(6) 

15   Delete function of recessional (5,3) 

18*  Brassy types weren't entirely absent-minded (8) 

21   Take a rest after end of service, and resume 

chocolate? (6) 

24   Dug out initially a crumbly cheese? (Not very!) 

(5) 

26   Snap missile, yet spoil picture (5-4) 

27   Former tadpole performing goofy gurn (5,4) 

28   Practise on the track (5) 

29*  Played dead slow, was real fun prior to this 

month (7,5) 

 

Down 

  1*  Bombastic manner of Richard and compiler (9) 

  2   I'd earn one, roughly, per day in Gospel times (7) 

  3   Where Vladimir's somehow collecting info? (6) 

  4   Turn round for instance, and sink (2,5) 

  5   Lacking respect around Monmouthshire (7) 

  6   Huge land at heart of machinations (5) 

  7*  Screen march where officer takes extra shot... 

(7,5) 

10*  ... 'No uniforms welcome here?' What a blast! 

(12) 

14*  Foremost constellation in memory (3) 

15   Manages to stop food rotting (3) 

16   Modestly produces such a poem (3) 

17   Alt. practitioner adjourned to teashop (9) 

19   Decoration to reach along broken leg (7) 

20   I'm opera mad and shop in these exclusively (7) 

22   One who takes home a redtop perhaps (7) 

23   Traditionally one makes a fair impact (6) 

25   Partly sulphurous red rock (5) 
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To arrange baptisms, weddings and funerals contact the Parish Office. 

Clergy are available in the Parish Office between 19.00 - 20.00 on Wednesdays.  

Please call the office to book an appointment. 

Parish Office: St Helen’s Court, Abingdon, OX14 5BS 

01235 520144  

Normal opening hours 10.00 to 13.00 weekdays, except Thursdays - closed 

E-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 

www.sthelens-abingdon.org.uk  www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk   www.stnicolasabingdon.org.uk 

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  

Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith  

Associate Priest: The Revd Dr Jane Baun  

Associate Priest: The Revd Mary Williamson 

Directors of Music: Chris Fletcher-Campbell (St H),       

Glynne Butt, Graham Howell (St M) 

Parish Administrator: Mrs Jenny Balshaw  

 The services and events listed here are correct at the time of going to press –  please consult the weekly Pewsheets or 

Newsletter if in doubt, or see the online version of The Window on the websites below. 

Divine Service at St Helen’s Church, West St Helen’s St 

Sung Eucharist 10.30  Every Sunday with Junior Church  

with Great Litany 10.30 during Lent except for Mothering Sunday 

 26 March 10.30  Mothering Sunday, Sung Eucharist 

Morning Prayer  09.10  Monday to Friday  

Evening Prayer  17.10  Monday to Friday  

Junior Church 10.30 Sundays – starts in Church  

Morning Praise 09.15 Sunday 12 March 

Wednesday Church  10.30  Wednesdays, Holy Communion in the Parish           

  Centre followed by refreshments (ex. 1 March, in church) 

 1 March  10.30 Ash Wednesday, Holy Communion with Ashing 

  19.00 Ash Wednesday, Liturgy for the beginning of Lent 

  

Divine Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Market Place 

Holy Communion 1662 08.00  Sundays in March (April at St Helen’s) 

Morning Prayer 11.15 First Sunday in the month  

Holy Communion 11.15  2nd and 4th Sundays with Junior Church  

3rd Sunday Service 11.15 Sunday 19 March 

Junior Church 11.15 2nd and 4th Sundays  

 

Divine Service at St Michael’s, Park Road 

Family Mass 09.30 First Sunday of the month 

Sung Mass 09.30  Every Sunday  

Thursday Mass 12.30 Every Thursday followed by a light lunch  

Said Mass 19.30 Tuesdays, 7, 14, 21 March 

Silent Reflections 19.30 Tuesday 28 March 

Sunday Evening Services 

17.30 at St Helen’s Church 
 

  5 Mar  Vespers 

12 Mar Taizé 

19 Mar  Choral Evensong 

26 Mar Service of Wholeness   

             and Healing 

Dates in Lent and Easter 

2017 
 

1 March - Ash Wednesday 

26 March -  Mothering Sunday 

2 April - Passion Sunday 

9 April - Palm Sunday 

13 April - Maundy Thursday 

14 April - Good Friday 

16 April - Easter Day 

Ash Wednesday 
Weds 1 March 

St Helen’s Church 
 

10.30  Holy Communion with  

Ashing 
 

19.00  Liturgy for the beginning  

of Lent with Holy Communion 

mailto:administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk
http://sthelenabingdon.cloudaccess.net/
http://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/
http://www.stnicolasabingdon.org.uk/

