ST MICHAEL’S,
PARK ROAD, ABINGDON

celebrating
our 150th anniversary of consecration

FLOWER FESTIVAL
29 September – 1 October 2017
Friday 29 September
12 noon – 5 p.m.
Saturday 30 September
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday
1 October 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. *
▪ Free entry

▪

Refreshments ▪

Donations in aid of TAB and TARIRO

Friday, 29 September, 7.30 p.m.
Patronal Festival Sung Mass and Confirmation,
with Bishop Rowan Williams
Sunday, 1 October 9.30 a.m.
Family Mass
and Harvest Festival

Sunday Services

9.30 a.m. Sung Mass
except
1st Sunday in the month
9.30 a.m. Family Mass

Our 150 Charities

for weekday services
see noticeboard or pew leaflet

TAB — The Abingdon Bridge

A local charity which offers young
people aged 13-25 advice, guidance
and emotional support on stress,
relationships, personal safety, drug
and alcohol abuse, and healthy
lifestyle

TARIRO
Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe
A charity helping children
with education, food, counselling and other support
http://tarirouk.com

WELCOME!
A very warm welcome to the Flower Festival here at St Michael’s, which marks the
end of our 150th Anniversary celebrations during this Patronal Festival weekend.
This Flower Festival is on the theme of Angels. Each arrangement around the building represents a story or a reference concerning Angels, and they are each described
in the programme.
An enormous amount of planning and hard work has gone into this Festival, and I
am grateful to Hilary Clare, the convenor of the 150 Planning Group, for working
with others to organise this wonderful event. Special thanks to those who have offered their gifts and talent to create arrangements. Please do enjoy what they have
created to the glory of God.
It costs a significant amount of money to put on a festival like this and I would like to
thank those who have so generously sponsored it.
During the time of this Flower Festival we celebrate the Patronal Festival, on Friday evening, in worship and thanksgiving with a Festal Mass. This service marks the
end of the 150th anniversary, and we are most privileged to welcome the Rt. Rev d. Dr
Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury, to preside and preach, and confirm three of our young people. You are most welcome to join us for this service at
7.30 p.m. followed by celebratory refreshments.
On Sunday we meet again at 9.30 a.m. for our Harvest Festival, to which all are
welcome. We would very much like to see you there.
Thank you again for coming to share in this special anniversary with us. As the people of God, of different ages and backgrounds, we warmly welcome you all to join us
week by week. It would be wonderful to see you any Sunday at 9.30 a.m.
With every blessing,
Fr. Paul Smith
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ANGELS
Angels are mentioned many times in
both the Old and the New Testament.
The word means ‘messenger’, and
angels first appear as delivering
God’s messages. In, for instance,
Isaiah, they are seen as the court of
heaven, continually praising God.
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael are mentioned in the Bible by name, and later
tradition has given other names to other members of the heavenly host.
Theologians of the Middle Ages elaborated the idea of the angelic orders, but
only two (angels and archangels) are supposed to have contact with human
beings.
The nine orders are (in theory) Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Dominations, Virtues, Powers, Principalities, Archangels, Angels, but these are only
ideas and it must be stressed that belief in all the notions that men have used
to express their ideas is not obligatory.

Angels, properly speaking, have intelligence but no form, although often they
appear in the Bible as young men clothed in white, or in shining clothes.
They are neither male nor female. It is only in much later tradition that they
are shown as chubby babies with curls and dimples.
Isaiah describes them as winged, and they are often shown so, but this is a
symbolic way of indicating the speed with which they carry out God’s
commands.

ORDER OF VIEWING
The arrangements have been numbered in a clockwise direction, starting at
the north (Albert Park) door, but to follow the Biblical story in order begin
by going up the central nave to look at the Annunciation, Resurrection and
Ascension at the East end around the high altar,. Then look at no.12, the Garden of Eden, for the creation of the world, walk back down the south aisle (13
-16) for Old Testament stories, and back up the north aisle (3-6) for the New
Testament., finishing with no.17, the Apocalypse, the end of the world. Other
Old Testament subjects are 5 & 13, and 18 belongs to the New Testament.
Other arrangements (1,2, 16,) are more general.
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1. THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL
Revelation 12, 7-11
Michael, whose name means ‘who is like the
Lord?’, is regarded as the chief of the archangels,
the protector of mankind against the devil, and the
conductor of souls to
God at death. The book of Revelation describes
how he led the good angels when Satan and his
followers rebelled against God and were thrown
out of heaven. Michael is often shown in armour,
with the devil as a dragon writhing at his feet, and
is seen as the patron of Christian warriors.
He is often shown in pictures of the Last Judgement, holding the scales in which souls are
weighed.
Because of his work as a protector he became a
very popular saint, and very many churches are
dedicated to him.
Sponsored in memory of Hugh Randolph
Arranged by members of Abingdon Flower Club

2.
3.

GUARDIAN ANGELS
Matthew 18,10; Acts 12,15.

In the Christian tradition,
as in other systems of belief, human souls are seen
as being given a guardian
angel at birth to protect
them from evil. St Matthew’s gospel tells us that
Jesus warned his disciples
not to harm children because of their angels in
heaven, which is why children are especially thought
of as having guardian angels.
But behind the story is the
reality that God protects everyone, whether they believe in Him or not.
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3. NATIVITY
Luke 2, 8-20
The Christmas angels
are probably the best
-known of all. When
Jesus was born in
Bethlehem the first
people to hear about
Him were shepherds in the hills outside the town. While they were guarding their
sheep at night suddenly an angel appeared, shining with God’s glory, and told them
that the Saviour had been born in Bethlehem, the Messiah whom the Jews had been
expecting for generations. The shepherds were told to go into Bethlehem and find
Him, a baby wrapped up in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Then the first
angel was joined by thousands of others, all praising God and sing ‘Glory to God in
the highest, peace on earth and good will to all people’, because God Himself had
chosen to come down to the earth which He had made and live among human beings
as one of them, to show them the way they ought to live to enter His kingdom.

Given and arranged by Colin Giles

4. JESUS IN THE WILDERNESS
Matthew 4, 1-11; Mark 1, 12-13; Luke 4, 1-13
When Jesus began His ministry the first thing
He did was to go to be baptised by his cousin
John the Baptist in the River Jordan. Straight
afterwards He went away into the wilderness
for a time of quiet and preparation. The way
three of the Gospel writers explain what happened was to say that during this time the devil
(that is, the spirit of evil) tried to make Him go
about things the wrong way. First the devil
tempted him to turn stones into bread, because
He was hungry, but Jesus knew that His power
was not given Him just to satisfy his body’s
desires.
Then the devil tempted Him to perform a miracle, by jumping off the highest point
of the temple in Jerusalem, knowing that the angels would save Him from being
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hurt. This would have been so spectacular that people would have come to see Him –
but only because they wanted to see Him do something else like that, not because
they wanted to hear what He had to say.
Finally the devil said that if Jesus would worship him, he (the power of evil) would
give Him the whole earth and all its glory. But Jesus knew that God is the only being
who should be worshipped and served.
Then the devil gave up and left him, and angels came to Jesus and looked after Him.
Perhaps here ‘angels’ just mean ‘people who helped’.
Arranged by Hilary Clare

5. THE FIERY FURNACE
Daniel 3, 1-30
While the Israelites were in exile in Babylon
some of them entered the service of the king of
Babylon. The chief of these was Daniel, with
Shadrach, Mesach and Abednego under him.
(These were their Persian names: their Hebrew
names were Ananias, Azarias, and Misael.) Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, set
up a golden image and commanded that everyone should bow down and worship it
when music sounded, on pain of being thrown into a furnace and burned to death, but
the Israelites refused to do this.
When Shadrach, Mesach and Abednego were brought before the king and accused of
this disobedience, they again refused, and said that their God would save them. Then
the king was very angry and ordered the furnace to be heated seven times more than
usual and had the three tied up and thrown in, fully clothed. The heat was so great
that the soldiers who threw them in were killed.
The king was watching at a safe distance and was astonished to see not three but four
men walking in the furnace. He called out to Shadrach, Mesach and Abednego to
come out to him. They came out, quite unharmed, with their clothes and hair untouched, not even smelling of the fire. Then Nebuchadnezzar blessed the God of Israel, who had sent His angel to save His servants, and commanded that in future no one
should speak anything against Him.
Arranged by Emma Coker (St Nicolas)
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6. THE APOCALYPSE
Revelation 6, 1-8

Many angels are mentioned in the visionary book of Revelation, the last book of
the Bible, particularly those who at the end
of time are seen as destroying the earth at
God’s command but also saving the righteous.
Four horsemen (white, red, black and pale)
are described, who are seen as typifying
Conquest, War, Famine and Death , who
begin the destruction of the world.
Arranged by Paul Rast-Lindsell (St Nicolas)

7. ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS
At the holiest point of the communion
service we join with ‘angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, praising God and saying

full of Thy glory,
Lord most high’

Holy holy holy,
Lord God of hosts
Heaven and earth are
Glory be to Thee, O

Given to mark the Confirmation
Arranged by Elizabeth Wadham
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8. THE ANNUNCIATION
Luke 1, 26-38
Before Jesus was born, God
sent the Angel Gabriel (‘strong
man of God’) to Nazareth in
Galilee to tell a girl called Mary, a descendant of King David, that she had
been chosen to become the mother of
the Messiah, who would save Israel.
Although Mary was, not surprisingly,
alarmed by this, she consented to
God’s plan, and burst out into a song of
thanksgiving – the ‘Magnificat’.
Ever since, she has been greatly honoured by Jesus’s followers, and in
many churches, as in St Michael’s, you will find statues which remind us of
her vital part in the story of how God sent His Son to save the whole of mankind.
Given and arranged by the Abingdon branch of the Mothers’ Union

9. THE RESURRECTION

Matthew 28, 2-8; Mark 16, 5-7; Luke 24, 4-9; John 20,12-13
All the Gospels, with some difference
of detail, tell of the appearance of
angels at the empty tomb when Jesus’s disciples first came there. They
are described as young men in white.
Matthew says that one angel, dressed
in white and with a face like lightening, came down from heaven to roll
away the stone from the entrance to
the tomb. Mark has one angel, Luke
and John two. The first three Gospel
writers say that the angel, or angels,
spoke to the women who came to the
tomb, telling them that Christ had
risen and that they were to tell the
other disciples. John says that the angels spoke to Mary Magdalene (after Peter and
John had been to the tomb), and simply asked her why she was crying—and she
turned round and Jesus.
Given by the Revd. Paul Smith in memory of his parents, Gordon and Audrey
Arranged by Gillian Watson
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Church of St Michael and All Angels, Abingdon
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St Michael’s church was consecrated
on 25 January 1867 by Samuel
Wilberforce, Bishop of Oxford.
It was built as a daughter church to St
Helen’s, to serve the population of the
eastern part of Abingdon.
Since 1989 it has been a district
church, with its own team vicar, and is
now one of the three churches of the
parish of Abingdon-on-Thames.
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The architect was Sir George Gilbert
Scott, one of the most famous architects of the 19th century. He was
responsible, among many other buildings, for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, the Albert Memorial,
the Midland Grand Hotel and St
Pancras Station.
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Labyrinth
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The church was re-ordered in 2008,
when the pews were replaced by chairs
and the labyrinth built. A nave altar
has been in regular use since 2010, the
present one having been consecrated
on 18 October 2015.
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10. THE ASCENSION
Acts 1, 9-11
At the end of His earthly ministry Jesus returned to heaven, in a way which the early
Church thought of as being taken up into the
sky and disappearing into a cloud. As the
disciples stood amazed, two angels came to
them and promised that Jesus would return to
them in the same way that they had seen Him
go.
Given and arranged by Val Jones in memory
of her husband Gordon.

11. ST CECILIA
The story of St Cecilia is mostly apocryphal and
dates from two or three centuries after her own time
(the second or third century). She is said to have
been a Roman woman who converted her pagan
husband and his brother before all were martyred.
There was a church dedicated to her in Rome in the
fourth century, and when her relics were supposedly discovered in the ninth century they were moved to it.
The story goes that she played the organ so beautifully that an angel came down to
listen, mistaking earth for heaven, and so she has become the patron saint of musicians. Even if the story is just a story, we can use it to remind ourselves of the place
music plays in worship, and that music is one of God’s gifts to us, which we can use
to praise Him.
Sponsored by the Choir and arranged by Glynne Butt
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12. THE GARDEN OF
EDEN
Genesis 3, 24

At the beginning
of the world, so
the story in the
Bible goes, God
made a garden in
Eden (Paradise_
and placed the
first man (Adam)
and first woman (Eve) in it. But they did not obey his command (not to eat of the
tree of knowledge), and were turned out of the garden. And God placed cherubim with flaming swords to keep them out of Paradise.
Given by the Duckett family in memory of Becky Duckett and arranged by Ray
Duckett

13. JACOB’S LADDER Genesis 28, 10-19

Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abraham, was sent to Padan-Aram so that he might choose a wife from among
his uncle’s daughters. On his way he had to camp
overnight, and lay down with his head on a stone. In a
dream he saw the angels of God going up and down a
ladder to heaven, and heard God promising to give
him all the land where he was lying, and to be with
him and protect him wherever he went, and to bring
him back home again. When Jacob woke up he realised that God was with him in that place, and that it
was the house of God and the gate of heaven. He set
up the stone on which he had lain on a pillar and consecrated it, and swore that if God did all that He had
promised then he (Jacob) would take the Lord, the
God of Abraham and Isaac, for his God. This story
reminds us that every place is the house of God and
the gate of heaven.
One legend has it that the stone was later taken to Ireland and from there to Scotland, to Scone Abbey, and
was used as the coronation stone of the Kings of Scotland. It was taken by Edward I in 1296 and placed
under the coronation chair in Westminster Abbey,
since which time all monarchs of England (and, from
1603, of the United Kingdom) have been crowned on
it. Arranged by Emma Coker (St Nicolas)
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14. ABRAHAM
AND ISAAC
Genesis 22, 1-19
The patriarch Abraham, who had trusted God so much that he obeyed Him when He
told him to leave his father’s house in the land of Ur and journey to Canaan, which
He promised to give him and his descendants after him. Abraham and his wife Sarah
had no children, and were now beyond the age when Sarah could be expected to
have a child, so God’s promise to Abraham seemed a mockery. But Abraham trusted
God, and miraculously at last Sarah did give birth to a son, whom they called Isaac,
meaning ‘laughter’.
The story goes that God decided to test Abraham’s obedience one last time, so He
told him to take the child Isaac, whom he loved so much, and take him out into the
mountains and sacrifice him there. (This was a time when the tribes around Abraham did practice human sacrifice.) Abraham took Isaac, and wood to make the fire
for the burnt offering, and journeyed to the land of Moriah, where God had told him
to go. When they got there Abraham told the servants with him to stay behind with
the donkey, while he and Isaac went to worship. As he and the boy went forward
Isaac, carrying the load of sticks, was very puzzled, said to his father, ‘I can see the
wood, and the fire, and the knife, but where is the lamb for the sacrifice?’ And Abraham said, ‘God will provide a lamb for the sacrifice.’
When they got to the right place Abraham built an altar, and put the wood on it, and
tied up Isaac and laid him on it, and took up his knife to kill his son.
So God saw that Abraham trusted Him to the utmost, and sent an angel to tell him to
leave Isaac alone. Then Abraham looked round and saw a ram caught in a thicket,
and took the animal and sacrificed him instead of Isaac. Then God blessed Abraham
again and promised that his descendants would be as many as the stars of heaven or
the sand on the seashore.
Christians have always seen this story as being a kind of foretelling of
Jesus’s
story, who was God’s only Son and who at His crucifixion went to the place of sacrifice carrying the wood of His cross.
Sponsored by the Lunch Club at St Michael’s and arranged by
Hilary Clare
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15. THE VISION OF
ISAIAH
Isaiah 6, 1-8
The prophet Isaiah had a vision of God, sitting on
a throne high and lifted up, with His attendants
filling the temple. And above it were the angels
who are called seraphim, who seemed to Isaiah to
have six wings, two covering their faces, two covering their feet, and with two to fly. And they
called out to one another ‘Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory.’
The noise was so great that the posts of the door shook, and the temple was full of
smoke.
Then Isaiah thought that he was doomed, because he knew that although he had spoken evil, and lived among people who spoke evil, he had seen God and was not worthy to live. But one of the seraphim flew to him with a burning coal, which he had
taken off the altar with tongs, and laid it on his mouth and promised that this would
take away his wrong-doing and sin.
Then Isaiah heard God’s voice saying Whom shall I send? Who will go for Us?’
And Isaiah said, ‘Here I am, send me.’
So Isaiah became a prophet, who was to tell the people God’s messages and try to
bring them back to the way of the Lord.
Arranged by Gill Squire

16. THE FIRST WORLD WAR
As this window was given in memory of Alfred Norman and Clement Edward Perrin, two sons of Robert Arthur Perrin, verger of St Michael’s, who
were killed in the first World War, this display commemorates that conflict.
On both sides men were upheld by their faith, and many were inspired by it
to perform deeds of exceptional courage in saving or ministering to their
comrades.
A story circulated during the conflict, and widely believed, of angels appearing during the battle of Mons (August 1914) and protecting British forces,
was in fact completely fictitious and most likely based on a story ‘The Bow13

men’ written by
the Welsh author Arthur Machen, which had
a soldier in the
battle calling on
St George and
raising up the
bowmen of Agincourt,
who
destroyed
the
advancing Germans. There has
been considerable controversy
on the subject,
but least the
story
demonstrates
how
strongly people

believed in divine protection.

This display incorporates a German helmet, British medals (for Bravery in the
Field, 1914-15 star, British war medal and Victory medal, awarded to Gunner/
Signaller Frederick J. Barbet, RGA, and Gunner Charles W. Barbet, RFA, d. 17
August 1917), and a Bible carried by a
chaplain to the forces (the Rev.William
Walker Reid, B.D., 5th Gordon Highlanders)..
Arranged by Krissi Hartley-Morris

17. THE ARCHANGEL RAPHAEL
Tobit
The book of Tobit comes in the part of the
Bible called the Apocrypha, which contains writings which were found in early
Greek versions of the Old Testament but
not in the Hebrew Bible. The story of Tobit may have a historical basis, but is very
much a folk tale illustrating the faithfulness of God to those of His people who
trust in Him.
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Tobit was a pious Jew living in Ninevah who became poor and blind. He sent his son
Tobias to reclaim a debt from a friend in Rages, a distant city; with Tobias went
Raphael the archangel (appearing as a man called Azarias), who looked after the
young man on the journey, saving him from a monster fish which tried to devour him
when he was washing himself beside the river Tigris. Raphael told Tobias to save the
liver and gall of the fish, and they ate the rest for supper.
When they arrived at Rages Raphael helped Tobias to recover his father’s money,
and to free his cousin’s daughter Sara from the power of a demon, using the fish’s
liver. Tobias and Sara were married, and when they all returned to Ninevah Raphael
healed Tobit of his blindness, using the fish’s gall.

‘Raphael’ means ‘God heals’; he is said to be one of the seven archangels, and to
have healed the earth when it was defiled by the sins of the fallen angels (see the story of Michael). He is therefore associated with healing.
The book of Tobit contains the only dog in the whole of the Bible – Tobias’s dog,
who went along with Tobias and Raphael on their journey. This is why ‘Toby’ became a popular name for a dog, especially in the story of Punch and Judy.
Arranged by members of Abingdon Flower Club

18. THE POOL OF BETHESDA
John 5.2-13
The pool of Bethesda (or Bethzatha) at Jerusalem,
probably to be identified as the ‘Virgin’s Pool’ south
-east of the Temple, was popularly supposed to have
healing powers, caused by an angel stirring the water. (The Virgin’s Pool does have a spring which
bubbles from time to time.) Whoever was first into
the water after the movement was supposed to be
cured of whatever illness they suffered from.
John 5 tells the story of Jesus curing a man who had
been ill for 38 years lay by the pool hoping to be
cured, but never managing to be first in the water.
Jesus cured him by simply commanding him to pick
up his bed and walk.
The Font contains the water of baptism, by which we are cleansed and made whole.
Arranged by Jenny Morris
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SPONSORS
The Lunch Club at St Michael’s
Fabulous Flowers
The Albert Park Singers
Edward Carter Funeral Directors
Tonks Brothers Funeral Directors Lrd
The Albert Park Residents’ Association
Jean Hercus and Sharon Leggate
The Ng family
In Memoriam
Hugh Ashton (Pat Ashton)
Isobel Kelly (Joyce Kelly)
Ellen, Richard and Alistair Owen (Helen Owen)
Harold Radford (Margery Radford)
Simon Hewlins
Hugh Randolph
(Adrienne Compton-James and John and Hilary Clare)
Harold and Minnie Pritchard (Pritchard and Scott families)

Hazel Shaw and Evelyn Woodley (Julie Woodley)
St Michael’s also acknowledges with gratitude a grant from the Deanery Synod towards the expenses of the Festival
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The Lunch Club at St Michael’s
has kindly sponsored an arrangement
and welcomes new members
to a two-course meal for £5.50,
followed by tea or coffee
at 12.30 p.m
on the last Wednesday of each month
2017 dates
October 25th
November 29th
Please call Abingdon (01235) 522591 or 538758
if you would like to come, and
to advise of any dietary requirements

THE ALBERT PARK SINGERS
have kindly sponsored an arrangement.
They meet in St Michael’s church room
on Mondays
From 6.30—8.00 p.m.
and welcome new voices.
If you are interested, please contact
Lesley Bosley, 01235 553668
or Anna Silvester annasilvester@hotmail.co.uk

Flowers supplied by

Richard Mathews, Florist
7 Harwell Road,
Sutton Courtenay.
OX14 4BN
01235 847194
www.richardmathewsflorist.co.uk

for whose kindness, courtesy and generosity we are deeply grateful

1235 520346

9a Bridge Street, Abingdon, OX14 3HN
www.fabulousflowers.biz

have kindly given the arrangement outside the north door

Edward Carter
Funeral Directors
107 South Avenue,
Abingdon
OX14 1QS
01235 528293
www.edcarterfd,co.uk
have kindly sponsored an arrangement

