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6th December 2020 
Second Sunday of Advent 

  

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  (520144) 
Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith (534654) 
  e-mail: paul315smith@btinternet.com 
Churchwardens: Mr Peter Squire (797051) 
   (07711 548015) 
  e-mail: ptscwatstms@gmail.com 
  Miss Joyce Kelly (533555) 
   (07833 535768) 
  e-mail: joyceekelly@btinternet.com 
Bookings*: Miss Joyce Kelly (as above) 
Parish Office: The Parish Office is now open as usual. 
 The working hours are 10 am to 4 pm Monday to Wednesday and Friday.  
 Please observe COVID protocols and sign in if you visit the office. 
Administrator: Monday and Wednesday (520144) 
  On other days leave a message on: (520144) or 
  Mobile (07395 943957)  
  e-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 
Web site:  https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 
If you would like to receive this pew leaflet electronically, please email pewleaflet@stmichaels-

abingdon.org.uk with the subject line SUBSCRIBE. 
 

Items for inclusion in the next Leaflet to be sent to  
 

David Duce by midday on Tuesday. Telephone 522591, pewleaflet@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 
 

[*for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals please contact the Parish Office] 
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MESSAGE FROM FR PAUL – ‘O come quickly….Alleluia, Come Lord, Come!’ 
Dear Friends 
Today it is a joy to welcome Luke and Keri and family as they bring Emelia for Thanksgiving in preparation for 
baptism. We also bring our Thanksgiving Offering for this year which we would have done on Christ the King. A 
very big thank you to you for your continuing generosity especially in this challenging year. 
Those words are sung at the end of the great Advent hymn: ‘Lo He comes, with clouds descending’.  
Unfortunately, we cannot sing them this year, but we can, nonetheless, meditate upon them. It’s easy to think of 
Advent as the time of preparation for Christmas. It is partly that, and it is right that we make appropriate 
spiritual preparations. It is also the second penitential season in the church’s year when we make ourselves 
ready for that unknown time and moment when the Lord shall return ‘to judge the living and the dead’ – as we 
say in the Creed. 
The first Christians were in a constant posture of expectation. That generation of followers of Christ believed 
that the Lord would return very soon, that justice and mercy would be established as his kingdom came and that 
the suffering and persecution of their time would be over. 
Today we are in the midst of a pandemic and Climate Change is said to be the defining moment of our time. 
There is much for which we can and should pray as we await the coming of the Lord. But our prayer can also be 
turned into action as the Christian life calls us into a particular way of living. Our action is not so much about a 
list of what we should do to prepare for the Lord’s return, but a ‘role description’ (to use a familiar phrase) as to 
what kind of people we should be. 
It is wonderful that on this Second Sunday in Advent we can return to church to worship together in person. I do 
want to stress, however, that you respect one another’s safety and observe social distancing if you are going to 
gather outside church following the Mass.  Details below are what we have at present in terms of keeping one 
another safe in church. 
As we move through this season we do indeed pray: ‘O come, quickly….Alleluia! Come Lord, Come!’ 
With love and blessings  
Fr Paul 
CONGRATULATIONS to Alex Scott on the award of an MSc degree by the University of Manchester in a specialist 
nursing discipline. 
PUBLIC WORSHIP AND PRIVATE PRAYER  
Our next Sunday Mass will be on the 2nd Sunday of Advent, 6 December. If you wish to come to Mass that Sunday, 
please contact Peter Squire (details on the cover) before 12 noon on the Friday before. The Order of Mass will be 
available on the web site, in short and long forms in due course, should you wish to bring your own printed copy, 
load onto a mobile device or follow the Mass at home. Printed copies of the short form only will be available in 
church. https://stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
At the time of writing (Wednesday 2 October) Oxfordshire has been placed in the new tier 2. The restriction on 
places of worship is “places of worship remain open but you must not socialise with people from outside of your 
household or support bubble while you are indoors there, unless a legal exemption applies”. Outside the rule is “you 
must not socialise in a group of more than 6 people outside, including in a garden or a public space – this is called the 
‘rule of 6’”) 
(Source: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know#high-alert) 
A recording of the Eucharist for Sunday 6 December at St Helen’s Church will be made available to view through the 
Parish Resources page later that day 
https://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html 
Morning Prayer will be said in the Parish Centre at 9.10 am from Monday 7 December. 
St Michael’s will be open on Thursdays from 11 am to 1 pm. St Nicolas’ will not be open for private prayer, but 
should re-open for the sale of “Cards for good causes”. For up-to-date information please see their web site 
https://www.stnicolasabingdon.org.uk/ St Helen’s will not be open until further notice. 
STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL Our annual renewal of Thanksgiving Offerings to St Michaels’ should have taken place 
on the feast of Christ the King on Sunday 22 November. The cards are to be presented at the altar this Sunday 
during our customary Act of Thanksgiving. Any cards that haven’t been returned to Julie could be brought to 
church that day. Julie Woodley (Stewardship Officer) and David Duce (Assistant). 
ST NICOLAS CHURCH are keeping their Patronal Festival this Sunday. Due to Covid-19 restrictions the usual 
service of Choral Evensong has had to be cancelled, but, with a change to the regular service schedule, Bishop 
Henry will be presiding and preaching at Holy Communion at 11.15 am that day. (See St Nicolas’ Church web site 
for booking information.) 
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PARISH OFFICE The office will be open on Mondays and Wednesdays as usual (weekdays except Thursday) after 
lockdown 2. Please phone ahead to arrange access and observe COVID protocols by signing in if you visit. 
BISHOP ANDREW PROUD – ADVENT QUIET EVENINGS Bishop Andrew is offering a series of four Quiet Evenings to 
help people create space, at home, to tend the seed of eternity in the soul and prepare to receive the gift of Christ. 
Free tickets can be booked via Eventbrite. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/advent-quiet-evenings-tickets-127535938425  
Each Quiet Evening will be offered online through the Zoom platform, every Wednesday in Advent. Lasting no more 
than one hour, they will begin with a ten minute reflection, followed by time for personal prayer and meditation. There 
will be suggestions to help you get the most out of the time. Each evening will end with Compline, night prayer. 
The themes for the remaining 3 Wednesdays are: 
9 December 'Readying a place' 
16 December 'Waiting patiently' 
23 December 'Welcoming the Light' 
ADVENT ONLINE Hundreds of Christians have pooled their unique skills to create an incredible library of free resources 
for churches and individuals this Advent. Contributions have come from across the globe – and from our own Diocese. 
See the web page https://www.oxford.anglican.org/advent-online-resources on the diocesan web site and the Advent 
Online web site https://adventonline.faith/ to view the full collection of resources. Categories include: music, art, 
biblical, tradition, prayer, videos, audio, image, text and reflection. There are links to these resources from our Prayer 
and Worship Resources web page. 
BISHOP STEVEN’S ADDRESS to the November Diocesan Synod meeting 
https://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/responding-to-the-fourth-industrial-revolution/ 
ADVENT LABYRINTH REFLECTIONS Labyrinth Walks will not be possible this year, but each Thursday during 
Private Prayer, there will be an Advent Centre piece and a reading, prayer, and reflection for those attending. 
Also, the Church Advent Candles will be lit, as appropriate. The church will not be open on Christmas Eve. 
DECEMBER FAITH FORUM This would normally be held in St Helen’s Church Centre at 9.15 am on the first 
Sunday of the month. This month it will be a Zoom-only meeting at the earlier time of 9 am. The speaker will be 
The Revd Dr Emma Percy on Ministry and motherhood. Please contact the Parish Office by Friday if you would 
like to receive the Zoom link. For those unable to join the Zoom session, a recording will be made available on-
line following the event. 
CHURCH TWINNING John Clare has Christmas cards with cosy scenes of Abingdon, priced at £4.50 for a packet of 
10, to raise money for Church Twinning with our fellow Christians in our twin towns. The Church Twinning 
Committee thinks Brexit makes it especially important to keep in touch with them. Packets can be ordered from John 
Clare (01235 525898), for home delivery or collection. 
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS FOR THOSE ALONE AT CHRISTMAS Due to COVID-19, it is not possible for people at the 
Peachcroft Christian Centre to organise their usual Christmas Day meal and celebration at the Centre for people 
across Abingdon on their own – their first Christmas Day lunch was back in 2013. So, this year they are hoping to 
create and distribute Christmas hampers (with edible and non-edible items), with the help of a team of volunteers, 
on Christmas Day so that guests receive the simple but important gift of human contact showing that someone in 
their community cares about them. They will also make contact with other organisations in the town (such as 
Foodbanks and GPs surgeries) and ask for referrals. This is not an evangelism event. We are called to love our 
neighbours and see this project as a form of service to our community. Appropriate safeguarding and health and 
safety guidelines will be followed. The hope is to fund 80 hampers at £25/hamper. If the funding target (£2,000) is 
not reached, either the amount spent on each hamper or the number of people we can offer hampers to will be 
reduced. Any excess funds will be passed on to The Abingdon Foodbank or The Abingdon Bridge. If you would like to 
support the project by making a grant or have any questions please contact Stephanie by emailing 
stephanie.ouzman@peachcroftcc.org or events@peachcroftcc.org or phone 07379 469311. See also 
http://www.peachcroftcc.org/page/christmas-hampers-2020. 
A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW Issue 10 is now available! The last before Christmas.  Download 
from https://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/DNR/window.php 
Preview: the issue includes the following item from John Barton “I thought you'd like to know that my book A History 
of the Bible will be Radio 4's book of the week from 21 December, so the last episode will be on Christmas Day! (They 
read an abridgement for twenty minutes a day, so it will be very selective.)” CORRECTION: Since writing this John has 
been informed that the Radio 4 schedule has now changed and the book will be read in the week after Christmas, 
that is, beginning on 28 December and ending on New Year's Day. 
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Worship 
 

Sunday Mass: Fr Paul will preside and preach at Mass on 6 and 13 December and The Rector will preside and Beryl 
Clements will preach on 20 December. A Eucharistic service recorded at St Helen’s Church for the Second Sunday of 
Advent will be available on the Parish web site sometime on Sunday 6 December. 
Advent Wreath Today we light the second candle (purple) and the theme is The Prophets. The lighting of the candle 
is accompanied by the prayer: 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
Of old you spoke by the mouth of your prophets, 
but in our days you speak through your Son, 
whom you have appointed the heir of all things. 
Grant us, your people, to walk in his light, 
that we may be found ready and watching 
when he comes again in glory and judgement; 
for you are our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

This week St Nicolas’ Church keep their Patronal Festival, Nicolas, Bishop of Myra, c. 326 on Sunday; Tuesday is the 
commemoration of Ambrose, bishop, teacher of the faith, 397; Wednesday is the feast of the Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and Thursday, Friday and Saturday are Ember Days, days of prayer for those to be ordained 
deacon or priest, which we might extend to all engaged in theological education and ministerial preparation. 
Nicholas was a bishop of Myra in Asia Minor (southern Turkey). Bridget Nichols in her chapter on Collects and Post 
Communion Prayers in the Companion to Common Worship (Volume 1) writes: 

Nicholas’s legend recounts his generosity to three girls who would have been forced into prostitution had he not 
provided them with gold for a dowry. He is the inspiration for Santa Claus who brings gifts to children on 6 
December. So there is a popular notion of giving attached to Nicholas, which translated readily in the collect to 
the theme of the treasurers of God’s grace, both given and received. 

The collect: 
Almighty Father, lover of souls, who chose your servant Nicholas to be a bishop in the Church, that he might give 
freely of the treasures of your grace: make us mindful of the needs of others and, as we have received, so teach 
us also to give; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, … 

The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary In our calendar the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary is celebrated on 8 
September and her conception 9 months earlier on 8 December. The mid-second to early-third-century 
Protoevangelium of James is an aprocryphal Syrian work, which names Mary’s parents as Joachim and Anna and 
gives an account of her birth in what one writer describes as rather graphic detail. The feast might originate from the 
seventh century. The collect in Common Worship is also used on 8 September: 

Almighty and everlasting God, who stooped to raise fallen humanity through the child-bearing of blessed Mary: 
grant that we, who have seen your glory revealed in our human nature and your love made perfect in our 
weakness, may daily be renewed in your image and conformed to the pattern of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, … 

Ember Days A collect from Common Worship: 
Almighty God, you have entrusted to your Church a share in the ministry of your Son our great high priest: inspire 
by your Holy Spirit the hearts of many to offer themselves for the ministry of your Church, that strengthened by 
his power, they may work for the increase of your kingdom and forward the eternal praise of your name; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, ...   

Please pray for: 

• our witness as bearers of ‘good news’ to all people; 
• our faithfulness to be watchful in this Advent season; 
• all under financial strain and who have become unemployed due to the pandemic; 
• Keri, Luke and their family giving thanks for the birth of Emilia; 
• the congregation of St Nicolas’ Church keeping their Patronal Festival today; 
• the suffering, recently departed and all whose year’s mind falls at this time; 
• people in our parish living in Fairlawn Wharf, Faringdon Road, Farriers Mews and Ferry Walk. 
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Eucharistic Lectionary 
 

Sun Isaiah 40.1-11 Ps 85.1-2, 8-13 2 Peter 3.8-15a Mark 1.1-8 
Mon Isaiah 35 Ps 85.7-end  Luke 5.17-26 
Tues Isaiah 40.1-11 Ps 96.1, 10-end  Matthew 18.12-14 
Wed Isaiah 40.25-end Ps 103.8-13  Matthew 11.28-end 
Thur Isaiah 41.13-20 Ps 145.1, 8-13  Matthew 11.11-15 
Fri Isaiah 48.17-19 Ps 1  Matthew 11.16-19 
Sat Ecclesiasticus 48.1-4, 9-11 Ps 80.1-4, 18-19  Matthew 17.10-13 

 
 

Collect (Second Sunday of Advent) 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, and with great might succour us; that whereas, through 
our sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in running the race that is set before us, your bountiful grace 
and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord ... 
Some On-line Resources for Worship 
Bishop Olivia’s films and other resources on ‘the beauty of creation and care of the earth’. The last of the four 
talks was published on 23 November 
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/mission-ministry/making-a-difference/environment/  
Bishop Steven is producing an increasingly popular weekly podcast. Current and past episodes are available from 
https://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/podcast/ 
Parish resources page  
http://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html. 
St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page  
https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
Diocesan Church at Home (Live-streamed Eucharist) page.  
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/ The Diocesan Church at Home is live-streamed at 
10 am each Sunday. 
Oxford Cathedral: services now include Evening Prayer live-streamed at 6.05 pm on weekdays, and on Sundays a 
Choral Eucharist at 11.05 am and Choral Evensong at 6.05 pm. https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/oxfords-cathedral/online-
worship. Livestream events will appear on the cathedral’s YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqz9I9-LbZJAPGtje0gQbbg/videos A daily Eucharist is celebrated by members 
of the clergy. 
The cathedral blog is hosting a series of 30 daily reflections on the Rule of St Augustine written by Fr Richard Peers, 
sub-dean of the cathedral since September this year https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/blog/category/cathedral  
Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise 
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089 (new address). Details of services at 
https://mirfield.org.uk/community-of-the-resurrection/our-life-and-work/worship/  
Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm. the Sunday Mass is live-streamed at 
9.00 am, https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/  
RESOURCES ACCESSIBLE BY TELEPHONE 
Diocesan Eucharist Recordings should be available from around 11am each Sunday. Simply call 01865 920930 and, 
once connected, dial 0 for the full service or 1 a shortened form. Standard call rates apply. 
Daily Hope A Church of England resource offering hymns, prayers and reflections as well as full services via a 
freephone number 0800 804 8044. 


