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28th February 2021 
Second Sunday of Lent 

  

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  (520144) 
Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith (534654) 
  e-mail: paul315smith@btinternet.com 
Churchwardens: Mr Peter Squire (797051) 
   (07711 548015) 
  e-mail: ptscwatstms@gmail.com 
  Miss Joyce Kelly (533555) 
   (07833 535768) 
  e-mail: joyceekelly@btinternet.com 
Bookings*: Miss Joyce Kelly (as above) 
Parish Office: The Parish Administrator can be contacted by email or phone (see below) from 

Monday – Thursday. Please phone to arrange access to the office on Mondays 
or Thursdays; observe COVID protocols by signing in if you visit. The 
Administrator will be working from home on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

Administrator: During normal working hours phone or leave a message on:  
  Telephone (520144) or 
  Mobile (07395 943957)  
  e-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 
Web site:  https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 
If you would like to receive this pew leaflet electronically, please email pewleaflet@stmichaels-

abingdon.org.uk with the subject line SUBSCRIBE. 
 

Items for inclusion in the next Leaflet to be sent to  
David Duce by midday on Tuesday. Telephone 522591 

pewleaflet@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 
 

[*for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals please contact the Parish Office] 
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MESSAGE FROM FR PAUL – ‘Take up the cross, and follow me’  
Dear Friends 
We welcome Canon Charles Masheder today as our president and preacher for our Mass on Zoom and look forward 
to what he has to say to us. 
If ever there was a reminder that our religion is definitely not ‘a crutch’, then today’s gospel makes that clear. To 
be faithful followers of Jesus we are called to a discipleship which is hard and demanding. We are called to nothing 
other than self-denial and to take up the cross. This is not the most appealing invitation, but for knowing what lay 
beyond the cross, and that all suffering is redeemed through Christ’s passion and death, leading us to the 
resurrection. 
‘We all have our crosses to bear…’ is a saying that grates with me. When we are talking about ‘bearing the cross’, 
and ‘taking it up’, it should not be trivialised. At our baptism we are marked with the sign of the cross when the 
priest says: ‘Receive the sign of the cross’. It is the sign that, from that moment on, the cross is at the centre of our 
faith and lives: always before us, pointing us to the One who has made the supreme sacrifice for us. 
We do not choose the cross, as if we were shopping in the jewellers! We are asked to accept it. As Cardinal Basil 
Hume said in his book The Mystery of the Cross: ‘….the real cross is the one you have not chosen, the one that does 
not fit neatly on your shoulder’ (p20). 
As we seek to faithfully following Christ bearing the cross which does not neatly fit on our shoulder, may we 
remember that it is not simply the instrument of death, but the means of love and grace, leading us beyond all 
suffering and death to the promise of eternal life.  
With love and blessings.  
Fr Paul 
SUNDAY WORSHIP  
The Order of Mass for 28 February is available on the web site https://stmichaels-
abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
St Helen’s will live-stream their 10.30 am Eucharist through Zoom. A recording will be made available after the 
service. For details see the Parish Resources page on the St Helen’s web site https://www.abingdon-st-
helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html  
Morning Prayer will not be said publicly for the foreseeable future. 
FAITH FORUM The Faith Forum talk in March will be by the Revd Katie Tupling, Disability Advisor for the Oxford 
Diocese. Katie will be speaking on 'Disability and the Church'. The talk will be held on Zoom at 9.15am on Sunday, 
7 March. The link to join the Zoom meeting will be made available with the electronic copy of this pew leaflet. 
Anyone else requiring the link is invited to contact the Parish Office. 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS For readers with online access there will no doubt be many churches offering an on-line 
form of Stations of the Cross. Our Prayer and Worship Resources page now includes a downloadable version of 
Reflections on the Stations of the Cross, based on the Stations at St Michael's and sonnets written by Michael Guite 
for each of the Stations. Some readers will have walked the Stations of the Cross (carved by Mother Maribel) at the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin, Wantage. A set of meditations accompanying photographs of the carvings is 
available in the form of a slide show on their web site (link in our resources page). A recording of Stations of the 
Cross devotion led by Fr John CR is available on the Mirfieldservices Facebook page (link on our web site). Last year 
York Minster provided a set of recordings of prayers, meditations and music against the background of a set of 
Stations drawn by Jerry Scott. At the time of writing, they were still available, there is a link in the Prayer and 
Worship Resources page. 
LENT 2021 We have set a target of £500 to be divided equally between the two charities, The Abingdon Bridge (TAB) 
and Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe. The most convenient way to donate is by bank transfer to: NatWest Bank, Account 
no: 61580376 Sort code: 600101, account name Abingdon Parochial Church Council St Michael’s Church; please use 
the reference LENT 2021. Alternatively cheques made payable to ‘Abingdon Parochial Church Council St Michael’s 
Church’ may be sent to The Treasurer, St Michael’s Church, Parish Office, St Helen's Court, Abingdon OX14 5BS. In 
the present circumstances it is not feasible to receive cash donations. Please make donations before Palm Sunday so 
that a total can be announced on Easter Day. 
NEW DAYLIGHT BOOKS It is time to re-subscribe for the year for these books of daily readings, comment and prayer 
which are edited by the Revd Sally Welch and published by the Bible Reading Fellowship. If you would like them in 
printed format please get in touch with Brenda on 01235 522881 before the end of February. The cost is £17.85 for 
the year, but cheaper if we can order 5 or more sets. For more information see 
https://www.brfonline.org.uk/collections/new-daylight BRF also offer options to receive this publication by email or 
through an app. 
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ELECTORAL ROLL REVISION The date of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting has been provisionally set as 29 April 
2021. (The provisional date for our own Annual Church Meeting is Sunday 18 April.) On this basis, the Electoral Roll is 
being revised in the period Friday 12 March to Friday 2 April. The Electoral Roll is our official membership list, and 
you need to be on the Electoral Roll in order to be able to vote at the Annual Church Meeting. If you are not already 
on the Electoral Roll and would like your name to be added, please complete the simple application form, available 
from Keith Bowman. Your name can be added to the Roll if you are baptised and aged 16 or over, and you satisfy 
some other simple conditions. Please speak to Keith (01235 528962) if you have any questions about this. Would you 
also let him know if you have changed your name or address in the past year. 
A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW 2021 Issue 1 is available to download from https://www.abingdon-st-
helens.org.uk/DNR/window.php. Read Geoff Meen on Mark Carney; a trio of articles about on-line Church; John 
Barton's encounter with Radio 4; poems, puzzles etc etc. The March issue should be available by Sunday 7 March. 
BORN IN BRADFORD is the title of a programme broadcast on Radio 4 on Tuesday 23 February, now available 
through the BBC web site and BBC Sounds. Born in Bradford is one of the largest longitudinal studies in the world 
that has since 2007 been tracking 14,000 children and reporting on their health and well-being. The programme 
looks at how the first children recruited, now teenagers, have been impacted by Covid and lockdown life. It is not 
easy listening. 
 
Worship 
 
This Week The president and preacher for Sunday’s Mass through the Zoom platform will Canon Charles Masheder. 
Fr Paul will preside and preach on 7 March and on 14 March (Mothering Sunday) Fr Paul will preside and Mrs Gwen 
Bevington will preach.  
Rowan Williams wrote in a recent piece about St Matthias: 

One of the benefits of having a calendar of saints is that wildly different lives speak to us in different situations 
and at different moments. Sometimes we need to be jolted out of toxic smugness and inspired to take some risks; 
sometimes we need to be shown how someone can live through terrible suffering without either passivity or 
complaint; and sometimes we need to be reminded that 90 per cent of life is just turning up, as the saying goes. 
And that too can be apostolic and holy. 

There are two commemorations in the calendar this week from a very different period to ours – on Monday, David, 
Bishop of Menevia (now St David’s), Patron of Wales, c. 601 and on Tuesday, Chad, Bishop of Litchfield, missionary, 
672. 
Dewi Sant (David) was a monk and bishop, highly regarded for his kindness and compassion to others, especially the 
poor and the sick. David is said to have founded twelve monasteries. The present St David’s cathedral stands on the 
site of the monastery he founded in the inhospitable area known as 'Glyn Rhosyn.' David and his followers lived a 
simple life; they refrained from eating meat or drinking beer. 
The testing of vocations to religious life in those days has some similarities to the practice of present-day 
communities, though also stark differences as this account shows. 

It was the custom that anyone who yearned for this manner of saintly life and asked to join the monastic 
community first remained for ten days at the door of the monastery, as if rejected and also silenced by words of 
abuse. If he put his patience to good use and stood there until the tenth day, he might be admitted and first put 
to serve under the elder who had charge of the gate. After he had toiled there for a long time, and many conflicts 
within his soul had been reconciled, he was finally judged fit to enter the brethren’s society. 

The following story is appealing as a practical solution to a practical problem of the times. 
Voluntary poverty was loved, for David accepted nothing for the use of the monastery of any entrant’s worldly 
wealth – not even one penny. Naked, as though escaping from a shipwreck, candidates were received, so that 
they should not in any way extol themselves or esteem themselves above the brethren, or on grounds of wealth 
refuse an equal share of toil. If anyone decided to leave the monastery, there was no way that person could 
forcibly extort what he had left behind, thus turning the monk’s patience into anger. 

This prayer is taken from St David’s Cathedral, Rest, Reflect, Receive – Pilgrimage through Lent in a time of Covid-19. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Dewi’s God and ours, lead us on our Lenten pilgrimage through this time of Coronavirus. 
Burdened and heavy laden by all we have been through, let us come to you for rest. As we reflect on what we 
have experienced, may we learn all you are teaching us. Prepare us for the new chapter of life ahead, so that as 
your Easter People, we may be ready to receive freely all that you desire to give us, and to share freely with those 
to whom you send us. 
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Collect for the festival of St David: 
Almighty God, who called your servant David to be a faithful and wise steward of your mysteries for the people of 
Wales: in your mercy, grant that, following his purity of life and zeal for the gospel of Christ, we may with him 
receive the crown of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, … 

Chad was born in Northumbria, the youngest of four sons, all of whom became both priests and monks. They 
entered the monastery at Lindisfarne. On his brother, Cedd’s, death, Chad was elected abbot of Lastingham. He 
became Bishop of York for a time. 

When he became bishop, Chad immediately devoted himself to maintaining the truth and purity of the Church, 
and set himself to practise humility and temperance, and to study. After the example of the Apostles, he travelled 
on foot and not on horseback when he went to preach the gospel, whether in cities or country districts, in towns, 
villages, or strongholds. 

But there was doubt about the validity of consecration at the hand of Wine bishop of the West Saxons and two other 
British bishops. When Theodore of Tarsus was consecrated Archbishop of Canterbury, and informed Chad of the 
irregularity, Chad replied ‘If you believe that my consecration as a bishop was irregular, I willingly resign the office; 
for I have never thought myself worthy of it. Although unworthy, I accepted it solely under obedience.’ Theodore on 
hearing this himself completed the consecration according to Catholic rites. Chad was made bishop of Mercia, which 
covered a vast area. Initially the see was at Repton, but was moved to Litchfield by Chad. The present day diocese of 
Litchfield is one of the largest in the Church of England with a population of about 2 million, though significantly 
smaller in area than the original diocese of Mercia.  
 
Please pray for:  

• that we may be found faithful in accepting the call to ‘take up the cross’ in this Lenten season;  
• our District Church Council meeting tomorrow evening, Monday 1 March; 
• the people of Wales; 
• all those couples preparing for marriage as Lockdown relaxations become possible this spring and summer, 

especially those planning to be married in St Michaels;  
• the suffering, recently departed and all whose year’s mind falls at this time;  
• people living in Loyd Close, Lyford Way, Magnette Close and Mandeville Close. 

 
Eucharistic Lectionary 
 

Sun Genesis 17.1-7,15-16 Ps 22.23-end Romans 4.13-end Mark 8.31-end 
Mon Daniel 9.4-10 Ps 79.8-9,12,14  Luke 6.36-38 
Tues Isaiah 1.10,16-20 Ps 50.8,16-end  Matthew 23.1-12 
Wed Jeremiah 18.18-20 Ps 31.4-5,14-18  Matthew 20.17-28 
Thur Jeremiah 17.5-10 Ps 1  Luke 16.19-end 
Fri Genesis 37.3-4,12-13,17-28 Ps 105.16-22  Matthew 21.33-43,45-46 
Sat Micha 7.14-15,18-20 Ps 103.1-4,9-12  Luke 15.1-3,11-end 

 
Collect (Second Sunday of Lent) 
Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, that they may return to the way of 
righteousness: grant to all those who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may reject those 
things that are contrary to their profession, and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, ... 
Some On-line Resources for Worship 
Bishop Steven is producing an increasingly popular weekly podcast. Current and past episodes are available from 
https://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/podcast/ 
Parish resources page  
http://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html. 
St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page  
https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
Diocesan Church at Home (Live-streamed Eucharist) page. 
Online each Sunday, Church at Home takes place at 10am. See 
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/  



 5 

Oxford Cathedral: See. https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/oxfords-cathedral/online-worship. Livestream events will appear 
on the cathedral’s YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqz9I9-LbZJAPGtje0gQbbg/videos  
Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise 
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089 (new address). Details of services at the facebook page 
and also at the Community web site, https://mirfield.org.uk/community-of-the-resurrection/our-life-and-
work/worship/ On Sundays Mass starts around 8.10 am, after Matins at 7.30 am.  
Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm. the Sunday Mass is live-streamed at 
9.00 am, https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/  
RESOURCES ACCESSIBLE BY TELEPHONE 
Diocesan Eucharist Recordings of most of the Sunday services should be available from around 11am each Sunday. 
Simply call 01865 920930 and, once connected, dial 0 for the full service or 1 a shortened form. Standard call rates 
apply. 
Daily Hope A Church of England resource offering hymns, prayers and reflections as well as full services via a 
freephone number 0800 804 8044. 


