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7th March 2021 
Third Sunday of Lent 

  

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  (520144) 
Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith (534654) 
  e-mail: paul315smith@btinternet.com 
Churchwardens: Mr Peter Squire (797051) 
   (07711 548015) 
  e-mail: ptscwatstms@gmail.com 
  Miss Joyce Kelly (533555) 
   (07833 535768) 
  e-mail: joyceekelly@btinternet.com 
Bookings*: Miss Joyce Kelly (as above) 
Parish Office: The Parish Administrator can be contacted by email or phone (see below) from 

Monday – Thursday. Please phone to arrange access to the office on Mondays 
or Thursdays; observe COVID protocols by signing in if you visit. The 
Administrator will be working from home on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

Administrator: During normal working hours phone or leave a message on:  
  Telephone (520144) or 
  Mobile (07395 943957)  
  e-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 
Web site:  https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 
If you would like to receive this pew leaflet electronically, please email pewleaflet@stmichaels-

abingdon.org.uk with the subject line SUBSCRIBE. 
 

Items for inclusion in the next Leaflet to be sent to  
David Duce by midday on Tuesday. Telephone 522591 

pewleaflet@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 
 

[*for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals please contact the Parish Office] 
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MESSAGE FROM FR PAUL – Coming back to Church for Holy Week and Easter  
Dear Friends 
I am pleased to announce that the Team Clergy and Wardens of the parish met early last week and decided to re-
open our churches in time for Holy Week and Easter. So, the Mass will be celebrated in church on Palm Sunday, 28 
March, at the usual time of 9.30am. There will be no Said Masses during Holy Week, but we shall keep the Triduum 
and celebrate Easter with great joy with its promise of new life on Easter Day. 
Particular attention to preparation will need to be made with care, not least in the cleaning of the church for which 
we will again enlist outside help. The measures relating to strict social distancing, and hand sanitising, will remain 
and new Risk Assessments will need to be written. At the time of writing, we await any further information from 
the diocese that the Church of England may advise which relate specifically to the celebration of Holy Week and 
Easter liturgies. This will require careful preparation too. There will be things that we cannot do this year, notably 
the Footwashing on Maundy Thursday, but there will other things that need to be done differently too and 
information will be shared in due course. 
As we move further into Lent, into Passiontide and ultimately Good Friday, the Cross of Christ becomes ‘centre 
stage’. Last week we heard Jesus’ mandate to his disciples to ‘take up your cross’. In today’s New Testament 
reading St Paul unfolds the reality of the cross as revealing tragic weakness. That being said, Paul’s preaching on 
the cross revealed that God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom and his weakness stronger than human 
strength (1 Corinthians 1.25). Listening carefully to Paul shows that the cross inspires a powerful revolution of love 
and transformation, and the grace of forgiveness and reconciliation. 
In these days of Lent, we are called to find the strength and wisdom to not simply take up the cross but to stand 
up for Christ and his cross in a world which needs its message more than ever.  
With love and blessings.  
Fr Paul 
SUNDAY WORSHIP  
The Order of Mass for 7 March is available on the web site https://stmichaels-
abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
St Helen’s will live-stream their 10.30 am Eucharist through Zoom. A recording will be made available after the 
service. For details see the Parish Resources page on the St Helen’s web site https://www.abingdon-st-
helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html  
Morning Prayer will not be said publicly for the foreseeable future. 
CONTACTING THE TREASURER Our treasurer, Susan Read, can be contacted at a newly created email address, 
treasurer@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk. Postal correspondence should be directed to her at the Parish Office. 
FAITH FORUM The Faith Forum talk in March will be by the Revd Katie Tupling, Disability Advisor for the Oxford 
Diocese. Katie will be speaking on 'Disability and the Church'. The talk will be held on Zoom at 9.15am on Sunday, 
7 March. The link to join the Zoom meeting will be made available with the electronic copy of this pew leaflet. 
Anyone else requiring the link is invited to contact the Parish Office. 
SEVERN FORUM ZOOM LECTURE: USING THE BIBLE CONSTRUCTIVELY Professor John Barton, 9 March 2021, 
7.45pm. From the Diocese of Oxford eNews. ‘The Severn Forum is a regional, ecumenical, theological forum. This 
year we begin our season with John Barton whose acclaimed A History of the Bible has recently been excerpted 
on Radio 4’s Book of the Week. The Severn Forum membership is by a modest subscription (£10 annually or £3 
for an individual lecture) but because of the importance of John Barton’s theme we want to make this an entirely 
open event without any charge. To join the lecture please e-mail revphilipaveray@gmail.com who will send the 
Zoom details.' 
OPEN HOUSE is a series of conversations for Lent 2021 organised by Christ Church Cathedral. These on-line 
events take place at 8pm on Monday evenings in March. From the cathedral’s announcement: “the idea behind 
these is to shine a spotlight on our unique joint foundation by bringing some of our academics into the Cathedral 
to talk about their work. The purpose is to offer an opportunity for intelligent conversation to our community 
that is educational but light touch. We hope this will offer a chance for people from the Cathedral congregation 
and the Diocese we serve to 'meet' members of the wider Christ Church community and learn about some of the 
exciting research taking place at Christ Church”. In the editor’s view, the first in the series on How do 
supermassive black holes grow? by Dr Becky Smethurst was excellent. The format was a short illustrated talk 
followed by a discussion with Fr Richard Peers, the Sub Dean, including questions submitted by members of the 
audience. The live session attracted around 120 participants. Other topics are 8 March – Prof. Mishtooni Bose 
The English Heresy: Wyclif and the Wycliffite Controversies, 15 March – Prof. Richard Barker Can companies ‘care’ 
about social and environmental impact? 22 March – Prof. Geraldine Johnson Devotion in Motion: Moveable 
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Crucifixes and the Sensory World of Renaissance Italy. They are broadcast on the cathedral’s YouTube channel 
and recordings are available there for viewing afterwards. The link is on our Prayer and Worship Resources web 
page. 
THE CHURCH TIMES FESTIVAL OF CHRISTIAN PILGRIMAGE Readers might be interested in this event, organised 
by Christ Church Cathedral, which will be held on-line this year on Monday 22 March, 10am to 2.45pm. Speakers 
include Sarah Foot on pilgrimage in medieval England; Sarah Rowland Jones on meaningful encounter; John 
Pritchard on pilgrimage as discipleship; and Charlie Allen and Sally Welch on establishing new pilgrimage routes. 
The event is free. For booking details and the full programme see https://pilgrimage.hymnsam.co.uk/ 
LENT 2021 We have set a target of £500 to be divided equally between the two charities, The Abingdon Bridge (TAB) 
and Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe. The most convenient way to donate is by bank transfer to: NatWest Bank, Account 
no: 61580376 Sort code: 600101, account name Abingdon Parochial Church Council St Michael’s Church; please use 
the reference LENT 2021. Alternatively cheques made payable to ‘Abingdon Parochial Church Council St Michael’s 
Church’ may be sent to The Treasurer, St Michael’s Church, Parish Office, St Helen's Court, Abingdon OX14 5BS. In 
the present circumstances it is not feasible to receive cash donations. Please make donations before Palm Sunday so 
that a total can be announced on Easter Day. 
ELECTORAL ROLL REVISION The date of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting is 29 April 2021. (Our Annual District 
Church Meeting is Sunday 18 April). On this basis, the Electoral Roll is being revised in the period Friday 12 March to 
Friday 2 April. The Electoral Roll is our official membership list, and you need to be on the Electoral Roll in order to 
be able to vote at the Annual Church Meeting. If you are not already on the Electoral Roll and would like your name 
to be added, please complete the simple application form, available from Keith Bowman. Your name can be added to 
the Roll if you are baptised and aged 16 or over, and you satisfy some other simple conditions. Please speak to Keith 
(01235 528962) if you have any questions about this. Would you also let him know if you have changed your name or 
address in the past year. 
A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW 2021 Issue 2 is now available to download from https://www.abingdon-st-
helens.org.uk/DNR/window.php. 
 
Worship 
 
This Week The president and preacher for Sunday’s Mass through the Zoom platform will be Fr Paul who will also 
preside and preach on 7 March. On 14 March (Mothering Sunday) Fr Paul will preside and Mrs Gwen Bevington will 
preach. On 21 March Canon Charles Masheder will preside and preach. 
There are three commemorations in the calendar this week, all on Monday 8 March; Edward King, bishop, 1910, 
Felix, bishop, 647 and Geoffrey Studdart Kennedy, priest and poet, 1929. 
Edward King was born in 1829 in London and became Chaplain, then Principal of Cuddesdon Theological College 
(now Ripon College Cuddesdon where Fr Paul trained for ordination) and subsequently Regius Professor of Pastoral 
Theology in Oxford and a canon of Christ Church. In 1885 he was consecrated Bishop of Lincoln. Whilst bishop of 
Lincoln, as an advocate of Catholic principles, he became embroiled in disputes about liturgical practices. King is 
remembered as a bishop for his devotion to pastoral work in his diocese, particularly among the poor, both farmers 
and industrial workers, as well as condemned prisoners. From a sermon of Edward King preached in 1893: 

Let all impatience, then, all harsh judgements of others, all self-seeking, be put aside, and all love of power and 
the desire to be first. Rather let us strive to take the lower place, ‘in honour preferring one another’. Then, when 
all is over, and we are set down at the Supper of the Lamb, and the Bridegroom comes in to see the guests, and 
the great reversal of human judgements shall take place, and the first shall be last and the last first, may we hope 
to hear his voice saying to us: ‘Friend, come up higher’. Meanwhile, ‘let patience have her perfect work,’ and let 
gentleness be the characteristic of your strength. 

Geoffrey Studdart Kennedy was born in 1883 and as a young vicar in Worcestershire became an army chaplain 
during the First World War. He soon earned the respect of soldiers who nicknamed him ‘Woodbine Willie’ after the 
brand of cigarettes he shared with them. After the war he became a writer and regular preacher, attracting large 
crowds. He worked tirelessly for the Industrial Christian Fellowship, an organisation which began on the construction 
sites of the canals, railways and reservoirs and is active today. He became an outspoken advocate for the working 
classes. From The Hardest Part (republished in 2018 marking the centenary of the end of the First World War and the 
original publication): 

The vision of the suffering God revealed in Jesus Christ, and the necessary truth of it, first began to dawn on me in 
the narrow streets and shadowed homes of an English slum. All that war has done is to batter the essential truth 
of it deeper in, and cast a fiercer light upon the cross. A battlefield is more striking, but scarcely more really crude 
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and brutal than a slum. Only we have all been suddenly forced to realise war more or less, while it has taken God 
centuries to make some of us recognise the existence of slums. 
In Christ I meet the real God. … I can begin to comprehend which are the terms of perfect human personality. In 
him I find the truth of human sin and sorrow matter to God, indeed, are matters of life and death to God, as they 
must be to me. In him I find the truth that the moral struggle of man is a real struggle because God is in it, in it 
and beyond it too, for in the risen Christ who conquered death and rose again I find the promise and the 
guarantee that the moral struggle of our race will issue in victory. 

 
Please pray for:  

• the needs of the world especially where people are suffering as result of the pandemic; 
• Her Majesty the Queen and Philip, Duke of Edinburgh especially at this time; 
• the life and work of Ripon College, Cuddesdon at this time, whose chapel is dedicated to Edward King; 
• all children as they return to school on Monday, for their teachers and families; 
• all that is involved in preparing to return to our churches for worship;  
• the suffering, recently departed and all whose year’s mind falls at this time;  
• people living in Manor Court, Marina Way, Market Place and Marsh Court; 

 
Eucharistic Lectionary 
 

Sun Exodus 20.1-17 Ps 19 1 Corinthians 1.18-25 John 2.13-22 
Mon 2 Kings 5.1-15 Ps 42.1-2, 43.1-4  Luke 4.24-30 
Tues Song of the Three 2.11-20 or 

Daniel 2.20-23 
Ps 25.3-10  Matthew 18.21-end 

Wed Deuteronomy 4.1,5-9 Ps 147.13-end  Matthew 5.17-19 
Thur Jeremiah 7.23-28 Ps 95.1-2,6-end  Luke 11.14-23 
Fri Hosea 14 Ps 81.6-10,13,16  Mark 12.28-34 
Sat Hosea 5.15-6.6 Ps 51.1-2,17-end  Luke 18.9-14 

 
Collect (Third Sunday of Lent) 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before 
he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life 
and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, ... 
Some On-line Resources for Worship 
Bishop Steven is producing an increasingly popular weekly podcast. Current and past episodes are available from 
https://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/podcast/ 
Parish resources page  
http://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html. 
St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page  
https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
Diocesan Church at Home (Live-streamed Eucharist) page. 
Online each Sunday, Church at Home takes place at 10am. See 
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/  
Oxford Cathedral: See. https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/oxfords-cathedral/online-worship. Livestream events will appear 
on the cathedral’s YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqz9I9-LbZJAPGtje0gQbbg/videos  
Open House lecture series at the cathedral: https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/openhouse  
Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise 
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089 (new address). Details of services at the facebook page 
and also at the Community web site, https://mirfield.org.uk/community-of-the-resurrection/our-life-and-
work/worship/ On Sundays Mass starts around 8.10 am, after Matins at 7.30 am.  
Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm. the Sunday Mass is live-streamed at 
9.00 am, https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/  
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RESOURCES ACCESSIBLE BY TELEPHONE 
Diocesan Eucharist Recordings of most of the Sunday services should be available from around 11am each Sunday. 
Simply call 01865 920930 and, once connected, dial 0 for the full service or 1 a shortened form. Standard call rates 
apply. 
Daily Hope A Church of England resource offering hymns, prayers and reflections as well as full services via a 
freephone number 0800 804 8044. 


