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9th May 2021 
6th Sunday of Easter 

  

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  (520144) 
Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith (534654) 
  e-mail: paul315smith@btinternet.com 
Churchwarden: Miss Joyce Kelly (533555) 
   (07833 535768) 
  e-mail: joyceekelly@btinternet.com 
 (designate) Mrs Louise Heffernan (01235 525412  
   (07779 650968) 
  e-mail: lheff@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk  
Bookings*: Miss Joyce Kelly (as above) 
Parish Office: The Parish office is now open again Mondays to Thursdays, 10 am-1 pm until 

further notice. Please observe COVID protocols and sign in when you visit. 
Administrator: During normal working hours phone or leave a message on:  
  Telephone (520144) or 
  Mobile (07395 943957)  
  e-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 
Web site:  https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 
 
 

If you would like to receive this pew leaflet electronically, please email pewleaflet@stmichaels-
abingdon.org.uk with the subject line SUBSCRIBE. 

 
 
 

Items for inclusion in the next Leaflet to be sent to  
David Duce by midday on Tuesday. Telephone 522591 

pewleaflet@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 
 
 
 

[*for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals please contact the Parish Office] 
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MESSAGE FROM FR PAUL  
Dear Friends 
Welcome to St Michael’s on this Sixth Sunday of Easter and to Beryl Clements who is our preacher today. We look 
forward to what Beryl has to say to us. 
Christian Aid Week begins tomorrow (as you will read elsewhere in the pewleaflet) in this its 75th anniversary 
year. During those years, Christian Aid testifies to: ‘living out the challenge to stand together with sisters and 
brothers across the world – one global family. As we look ahead to the next chapters and challenges, join us in 
celebration, reflection and recommitment to the cause’. For those with internet access, Christian Aid invites us to join 
them in prayer and worship at 6.30pm on Sunday 9 May via their website (www.christianaid.org.uk) to celebrate 
their anniversary and to pray for the future. We give thanks for the extraordinary work and ministry they have 
achieved over the years and for the commitment to Christian Aid in this town through the work of its committee, in 
which members of this congregation have been, and continue to be, involved. 
This week we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord on Thursday as advertised below with a Said Mass 
at 12.30pm. This is an important feast day in the liturgical year as we recall the moment when Jesus left his 
disciples and ascended into heaven, where he took his place at the right hand of the Father and makes 
intercession for us. In leaving his disciples Jesus said them: ‘…I am sending upon you what my Father promised; 
so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’ (Luke 24.49) With those first 
disciples we are called to wait with expectancy for the power which comes from the gift of the Spirit at 
Pentecost.  
So please do come to that, but first please ensure you book your place with Joyce Kelly beforehand if you have not 
done so already. I look forward to seeing you as we join together in prayer and worship and offer the Eucharist to 
the glory of God.  
With love and prayers.  
Fr Paul 
FROM GILL AND PETER SQUIRE Having reached the end of our involvement as Churchwardens at St Michaels (Gill 
2015/17, Peter 2017/21), we would like to thank everyone in the parish, and especially Fr Paul and the 
congregation at St Michaels, for your love and support during that time. Gill & Peter Squire 
BOOKING INFORMATION If you did not confirm your place with the sides person last Sunday, please contact Joyce 
Kelly (details on cover) before 12 noon on Friday to ensure we have space for you. Bookings for Ascension Day, 
13 May must be received before 12 noon on Tuesday 11 May. 
CHURCH KEYS Could anyone who has any Church keys, please notify Joyce Kelly so that she can update the key 
holders list. 
SUNDAY WORSHIP AT ST HELEN’S CHURCH  
St Helen’s will live-stream their 10.30 am Eucharist through Zoom. A recording will be made available after the 
service. For details see the Parish Resources page on the St Helen’s web site https://www.abingdon-st-
helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html  
Morning Prayer will not be said publicly for the foreseeable future. 
ASCENSION DAY this year falls on Thursday 13 May. Mass will be said at St Michael’s at 12.30pm and there will 
also be a celebration at St Nicolas’ Church at 7.00pm.  
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK this year is from 10-16 May. On-line donations can be made at 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/ - this page also includes details of the e-envelope scheme which enables 
individuals to set up a fund-raising scheme for Christian Aid. The virual quiz event, Quiztian, first run in 2020 will be 
run again this year, hosted by special guests Tobi and Prisca Bakare, Rhidian Brook, Kris Marshall, Kate Bottley and 
Rowan Williams. This will be at 7pm on Saturday 9 May. For registration (essential) and further details please see 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week/virtual-events  
A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW The May edition will be available by midday on Sunday 9 May which is the start of 
Christian Aid Week. This issue will reference the Team Rector’s Report to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting which 
can be downloaded from our web site. The third issue for 2021, which includes a number of contributions from 
members of our congregation, can be downloaded from https://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/DNR/window.php.  
NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE Links for these four items can be found on our Prayer and Worship Resources page. 
Episode 2 of Bishop Steven’s fortnightly Podcast, Come and Eat: Jesus, the bread of life, is now available. 
A recording of Bishop Gavin’s consecration service is also now available. 
Thy Kingdom Come: 13–23 May. Every year Christians across the globe unite to pray for people to know Jesus. There 
is an abundance of resources for a gathered, online, or hybrid approach, for use in churches, schools or in the home. 
We also have a huge free resources giveaway for local churches, our hope is, that whatever age or tradition we have 
resources that will spiritually nourish and encourage all. 
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The Bampton Lectures. This year the Revd Canon Dr Jessica Martin will deliver this prestigious lecture series on the 
theme Four-dimensional Eucharist on 11 and 18 May. There are two lectures per day. For details and booking, see 
the web page which also includes a short video introducing the lectures. 
Café Théologique organised by the University of Reading Chaplaincy in partnership with the Bishop of Reading 
features an interview with the Revd Professor John Barton on the History of the Bible on 17 May (19.30 to 21.00). 
This is an on-line event, booking is not required and details are on the web page. 
THE ABINGDON OXFAM SHOP is now open again after a long period of closure, but there is a severe shortage of 
volunteers and the Shop is currently only able to open 5 days a week. Anyone interested in volunteering or if 
anybody knows somebody who could volunteer a day or a half day to help keep the shop open please contact the 
shop manager, Haylee Ayers, M:  07912367671 or email: hayers1@oxfam.org.uk. 
CARSWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL VIRTUAL SUMMER FAIR The friends of the school are organising their first virtual 
summer fair which runs from April to June. Details can be found on their Facebook group page, search for Carswell 
Primary School Virtual Summer Fair in Facebook. 
 
Worship 
 

This Week the president and preacher for Sunday Mass will be Fr Paul/ Mrs Beryl Clements (9 May) and then the 
Revd Dr Charles Miller (16 May). Monday to Wednesday are Rogation Days. The liturgical scholar, monk and priest, 
Gregory Dix (1952) is commemorated on Wednesday, Thursday is Ascension Day and Friday the feast of Matthias the 
Apostle. 
Rogation Days are catered for in Common Worship along with other provisions for the seasons and festivals of the 
agricultural year, seeking God’s blessing on crops. The tradition (suppressed at the Reformation, but later restored) 
arose of processional litanies, often around parish boundaries, concluding with a Mass. The poet George Herbert 
interpreted the procession as a “means of asking for God’s blessing on the land, of preserving boundaries, of 
encouraging fellowship between neighbours with the reconciling of differences, and of charitable giving to the 
poor”. Common Worship provides a litany which includes petitions such as: 

For the world of work in all its diversity: hear us, good Lord. 
For the industry and workplaces of this parish/community 
For the right ordering of work in time of technological change 
For communities that have lost traditional industries, and for their regeneration 
… 
For school leavers and all who are seeking to enter employment 
For the retired and those unable to work 
For all who work as volunteers 

For readers with internet access, there is a link to the full litany on our Prayer and Worship Resources page. The 
Community of the Resurrection used this litany, adapted to their context, for their Rogation procession last year. 
Readers might like to think about the places that they would visit if they were organising such a procession in 
Abingdon and what petitions they would offer at each point. 
 

Please pray for:  
 

• our Government and all members of parliament at this time; 
• newly elected members of our town and district councils; 
• the work of Christian Aid in this their 75th anniversary year, this week of annual appeal, and for the Christian 

Aid Committee in Abingdon; 
• the suffering, recently departed and all whose year’s mind falls at this time; 
• people living in Potenger Way, Preston Road, Pudsey Close and Quakers Court. 

 

Eucharistic Lectionary 
(On Sundays in Eastertide the reading from Acts must always be used as either first or second reading. At St 
Michael’s it will be the only reading preceding the Gospel.) 
 

Sun Easter 6 Isaiah 55.1-11 Ps 98 Acts 10.44-end John 15.9-17 
Mon Acts 16.11-15  Ps 149.1-5  John 15.26-16.4 
Tues Acts 16.22-34 Ps 138  John 16.5-11 
Wed Acts 17.15,22-18.1 Ps 148.1-2,11-end  John 16.12-15 
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Thur 
Ascension Day 

Acts 1.1-11 Ps 47 or 93 Ephesians 1.15-end Luke 24.44-end 

Fri Matthias Acts 1.15-end Ps 15  John 15.9-17 
Sat Acts 18.22-end Ps 47.1-2,7-end  John 16.23-28 

 

Collect (6th Sunday of Easter) 
God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord… Amen. 
Prayer after Communion (6th Sunday of Easter) 
God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: may we thirst for you, the spring of life and 
source of goodness, through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
Collect (Ascension Day) 
Grant, we pray, almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into 
the heavens, so we in heart and mind may also ascend and with him continually dwell; who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever… Amen. 
Prayer after Communion (Ascension Day) 
God our Father, you have raised our humanity in Christ and have fed us with the bread of heaven: mercifully grant 
that, nourished with such spiritual blessings, we may set our hearts in the heavenly places; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
Collect (Matthias the Apostle) 
O almighty God, who into the place of the traitor Judas chose your faithful servant Matthias to be of the number of 
the Twelve: preserve your Church from false apostles and, by the ministry of faithful pastors and teachers, keep us 
steadfast in your truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, … Amen. 
 
Some On-line Resources for Worship 
Parish resources page  
http://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html. 
St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page  
https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
Diocesan Church at Home (Live-streamed Eucharist) Online each Sunday at 10am. See 
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/ The final Church at Home will be on Sunday 17 
May. 
Oxford Cathedral: See. https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/oxfords-cathedral/online-worship. Livestream events will appear 
on the cathedral’s YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqz9I9-LbZJAPGtje0gQbbg/videos  
Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise 
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089. Details of services at the facebook page and also at the 
Community web site, https://mirfield.org.uk/community-of-the-resurrection/our-life-and-work/worship/ On 
Sundays Mass starts around 8.10 am, after Matins at 7.30 am.  
Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm. the Sunday Mass is live-streamed 
(check the web site for time), https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/ 
RESOURCES ACCESSIBLE BY TELEPHONE 
Daily Hope A Church of England resource offering hymns, prayers and reflections as well as full services via a 
freephone number 0800 804 8044. 


