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13th June 2021 
2nd Sunday after Trinity 

  

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  (520144) 
Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith (534654) 
  e-mail: paul315smith@btinternet.com 
Churchwarden: Miss Joyce Kelly (533555) 
   (07833 535768) 
  e-mail: joyceekelly@btinternet.com 
 (designate) Mrs Louise Heffernan (01235 525412  
   (07779 650968) 
  e-mail: lheff@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk  
Bookings*: Miss Joyce Kelly (as above) 
Parish Office: The Parish office is now open again Mondays to Thursdays, 10 am-1 pm until 

further notice. Please observe COVID protocols and sign in when you visit. 
Administrator: During normal working hours phone or leave a message on:  
  Telephone (520144) or 
  Mobile (07395 943957)  
  e-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 
Web site:  https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 
 
 

If you would like to receive this pew leaflet electronically, please email pewleaflet@stmichaels-
abingdon.org.uk with the subject line SUBSCRIBE. 

 
 
 

Items for inclusion in the next Leaflet to be sent to  
David Duce by midday on Tuesday. Telephone 522591 

pewleaflet@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 
 
 
 

[*for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals please contact the Parish Office] 
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MESSAGE FROM FR PAUL: From ‘It is like a Mustard Seed’….(Mark 4.34)  
Dear Friends 
It was a privilege to attend the Annual General Meeting of The Abingdon Bridge (TAB) via the Zoom platform last 
Tuesday. During the meeting we saw TAB’s beautiful new premises (via video) at 3 Market Place, above the 
Coventry Building Society; they reported the increased number of staff they now employ; and the greater 
number of referrals they have received and to which they have responded as a result of the pandemic. The lives 
of young people themselves, and their parents, have been seriously affected over the last year. The dedicated 
work and expertise of TAB’s staff, counsellors, volunteers and trustees, continues to transform for good the 
difficult lives of young people in our town even amidst the challenges of the past year. 
Jesus uses the image of a mustard seed in one of the parables in today’s gospel. He compares the kingdom of 
God, not to the grandest and tallest trees that we might see in Albert Park, for example; ‘but the smallest seed 
on earth….which becomes the greatest of all shrubs, which puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air 
can make nests in its shade’. (Mark 4.32) 
TAB has grown from something very small into a great shrub which has indeed put forth large branches and now 
provides shade for those who need it. The charity’s work is surely a sign of God’s kingdom of love being worked 
out right here in our town. It is entirely appropriate then that as a church community we go on supporting their 
work financially and prayerfully as the people of God’s kingdom here. I know that TAB appreciates our assured, 
ongoing support, as does our other charity, TARIRO (Hope for Young People in Zimbabwe). So thank you for all 
your generosity.   
With love and prayers 
Fr Paul 
BOOKING INFORMATION If you did not confirm your place with the sidesperson last Sunday, please contact Joyce 
Kelly (details on cover) before 12 noon on Friday to ensure we have space for you. 
SUNDAY WORSHIP AT ST HELEN’S CHURCH  
St Helen’s will live-stream their 10.30 am Eucharist through Zoom. A recording will be made available after the 
service. For details see the Parish Resources page on the St Helen’s web site https://www.abingdon-st-
helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html  
Morning Prayer will not be said publicly for the foreseeable future. 
OXFORD DIOCESE CHURCH AT HOME Although the live-streaming of a Sunday diocesan service has now ended, 
Church at Home is continuing to offer invitations to attend live-streamed services from churches around the diocese. 
The pattern seems to be to offer invitations from two churches each week, likely to be from different traditions 
within the Church of England. For details see https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19-2/livestream/ 
Last Sunday, for example, the invitations were to a Sung Communion service from All Saints’ Church in the Windsor 
Team Ministry and from Holy Trinity Theale to join their all-age service. Holy Trinity Theale was one of the churches 
to receive a diocesan grant under the digital grant scheme which enabled them to fund the line rental for a 
broadband connection. They were humbled by a gesture from British Telecom who waived the (considerable) fee for 
digging up the road outside the church to install the line. 
ST SIGFRID'S PILGRIMAGE is currently being walked from York to southern Sweden, and will pass through Abingdon 
on Wednesday 16 June. More details on letter in churches, in forthcoming Candle article, and at 
https://www.stsigfridstrust.org/ For more details of hospitality/worship/walking opportunities, contact Gwen, 
521133 or 07789 605 418 or gwenbev31@tiscali.co.uk 
A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW The June edition of A Candle in the Window' (2021 issue 5) is now available. Read about 
TS Eliot, about Macbeth, about Chance and Randomness, Street Pastors and Flower arranging etc! Explore it! It can 
be downloaded from https://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/DNR/window.php. 
ORDINATIONS Bishop Steven will ordain 32 new deacons at three separate services in the cathedral on Saturday 3 
July. These services will be live-streamed. Seven will serve in the Dorchester Archdeaconry. The full list of ordinands 
is available at https://www.oxford.anglican.org/new-deacons/ These are not the easiest of times for both those 
being ordained and those organising ordinations. Our prayers are asked for the ordinands and also those in the 
diocese involved in the planning of these services both in our own diocese and across the Church of England. 
 
Worship 
 

This Week the preacher for Sunday’s Mass will be Mrs Beryl Clements and Fr Paul will celebrate. Canon Charles 
Masheder will be with us on 20 June and Fr Paul on 27 June. 
Richard Baxter, puritan divine, 1691, is commemorated in the calendar on Monday; Evelyn Underhill, spiritual writer, 
1941, on Tuesday; Richard, bishop, 1253 and Joseph Butler, bishop, philosopher, 1752 on Wednesday; Samuel and 
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Henrietta Barnett, social reformers, 1913 and 1936 on Thursday, Bernard Mizeki, martyr, 1896 on Friday and Sundar 
Singh, holy man, evangelist, teacher of the faith, 1929 on Saturday. The corresponding pew leaflet last year had brief 
introductions to Evelyn Underhill and Bernard Mizeki. https://stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/ns_20200614_1col.pdf. 
 

Joseph Butler was born in Wantage in 1692, the son of Presbyterian parents. He later joined the Church of England 
and was ordained priest in 1718 after studying at Oriel College Oxford, 1715-18. He took up the position of preacher 
at the Rolls Chapel in London. Fifteen of the sermons he preached there were printed and have been preserved in 
Fifteen Sermons Preached at the Rolls Chapel. He came to the attention of the philosopher, David Hume. Butler then 
became rector of Stanhope in Country Durham and it was there that he wrote his most famous work The Analogy of 
Religion Natural and Revealed, to the Course and Constitution of Nature (1736). Sadly, for later generations of 
scholars, Butler ordered in his Will that all his papers be destroyed and his library was sold piecemeal, so little is 
known about how this work came about. He progressed to become Bishop of Durham via Bishop of Bristol but sadly 
his health deteriorated and he died in Bath, Somerset, in 1752. He is buried in Bristol Cathedral. Butler has been 
ranked as one of the greatest exponents of natural theology and ethics in England since the Reformation. There are 
links to several resources about Butler on our Prayer and Worship resources page. 
 

Samuel and Henrietta Barnett Samuel Barnett was born in Bristol in 1844, educated at Wadham College Oxford and 
became vicar of St Jude’s Whitechapel in 1873, the year in which he married Henrietta. Despite unorthodox methods 
(including evening schools and entertainments) he was recognised as a loyal priest, devoted to the religious and 
cultural improvement of the East End of London. Henrietta’s career had begun as a voluntary worker for the housing 
pioneer, Octavia Hill, in Marylebone. Henrietta did a lot of work to support working women through trade union 
movements such as the National Union of Women Workers. She founded the Whitechapel Art Gallery. The Barnetts 
established Toynbee Hall in Whitechapel which opened on 24 December 1884. “Their radical vision was to create a 
centre for social reform and research where students of Oxford and Cambridge could come to live and work as 
volunteers in London's East End. They would experience first hand the effects of poverty and would learn how to 
develop the practical solutions that would actively improve the lives of those living in the slums of Whitechapel.” 
(Toynbee Hall web site) A “Poor Man’s Lawyer Service” was launched in 1898 and was one of the most successful 
projects. The tradition of free legal advice continues to this day. John Profumo (whose political career ended in 1963 
following “The Profumo Affair”) started to volunteer at the Hall sometime in 1963 and helped establish groups such 
as the Child Poverty Action Group. He became president in 1992. Toynbee Hall continues to this day to serve the 
people of Tower Hamlets. “When Toynbee Hall first opened its doors in 1884, the need for help and support was 
greater here than almost anywhere else in the UK. 135 years later and the community in which we work remains one 
of the [most] unequal in the UK. With 44% of people in Tower Hamlets still living in poverty, our work is as vital today 
as it was then.” Our Prayer and Worship resources page has links to various resources about the Barnetts and 
Toynbee Hall. 
 

Please pray for:  
 

• Steven and Gavin our bishops; 
• the life of the church in this parish, that we may grow as people of God’s kingdom;  
• the work of TAB in our town and for all young people in acute need; 
• all that has been decided at the G7 summit in Cornwall last week;  
• all those preparing for ordination at this time; 
• the suffering, recently departed and all whose year’s mind falls at this time; 
• people living in South Quay, Spring Gardens, Spring Road and Springfield Drive. 

 

Eucharistic Lectionary 
Trinity 1 Ezekiel 17.22-end Ps 92.1-4, 12-end 2 Corinthians 5.6-17 Mark 4.26-34 
Mon 2 Corinthians 6.1-10 Ps 98  Matthew 5.38-42 
Tues 2 Corinthians 8.1-9 Ps 146  Matthew 5.43-end 
Wed 2 Corinthians 9.6-11 Ps 112  Matthew 6.1-6,16-18 
Thur 2 Corinthians 11.1-11 Ps 111  Matthew 6.7-15 
Fri 2 Corinthians 11.18, 21b-30 Ps 34.1-6  Matthew 6.19-23 
Sat 2 Corinthians 12.1-10 Ps 89.20-33  Matthew 6.24-end 
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Collect (2nd Sunday after Trinity) 
Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without love are nothing worth: send your Holy Spirit and pour into our 
hearts that most excellent gift of love, the true bond of peace and of all virtues, without which whoever lives is 
counted dead before you. Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever Amen. 
Prayer after Communion (2nd Sunday after Trinity) 
Loving Father, we thank you for feeding us at the supper of your Son: sustain us with your Spirit, that we may serve 
you here on earth until our joy is complete in heaven, and we share in the eternal banquet with Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen. 
 

Some On-line Resources for Worship 
Parish resources page  
http://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html. 
St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page  
https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
Oxford Cathedral: See. https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/oxfords-cathedral/online-worship. Livestream events will appear 
on the cathedral’s YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqz9I9-LbZJAPGtje0gQbbg/videos  
Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise 
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089. Details of services at the facebook page and also at the 
Community web site, https://mirfield.org.uk/community-of-the-resurrection/our-life-and-work/worship/ On 
Sundays Mass starts around 8.10 am, after Matins at 7.30 am.  
Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm. the Sunday Mass is live-streamed 
(check the web site for time), https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/ 


