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12th September 2021 
15th Sunday after Trinity 

 
Regular Service Times 

Sundays: Sung Mass, 9.30 am 
Tuesdays: Silent Reflections, last Tuesday of the month (except December) 
Thursdays: Said Mass, 12.30 pm 

 
Contacts 

  

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  (520144) 
Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith (534654) 
  e-mail: paul315smith@btinternet.com 
Churchwardens: Miss Joyce Kelly (533555) 
   (07833 535768) 
  e-mail: joyceekelly@btinternet.com 
  Mrs Louise Heffernan (01235 525412  
   (07779 650968) 
  e-mail: lheff@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk  
Bookings*: Miss Joyce Kelly (as above) 
Parish Office: The Parish office is now open again Mondays to Thursdays, 10 am-1 pm until 

further notice. Please observe COVID protocols and sign in when you visit. 
Administrator: During normal working hours phone or leave a message on:  
  Telephone (520144) or 
  Mobile (07395 943957)  
  e-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 
Web site:  https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 
 

If you would like to receive this pew leaflet electronically, please email pewleaflet@stmichaels-
abingdon.org.uk with the subject line SUBSCRIBE. 

 
 

Items for inclusion in the next Leaflet to be sent to  
David Duce by midday on Tuesday. Telephone 522591 

pewleaflet@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 
 
 

[*for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals please contact the Parish Office]  
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MESSAGE FROM FR PAUL 
Dear Friends 
We welcome Canon Charles Masheder as president and preacher today and we look forward to what he has to 
say to us. 
In today’s gospel, Peter has become convinced that Jesus is the Messiah, but then something unexpected 
happens. Jesus starts cutting to the chase and talks about suffering, rejection and death, which throws Peter off 
course and into confusion. For Peter, Jesus is not going to be the kind of powerful leader he was expecting. 
Peter has the hard lesson – alongside his brothers – that the path of discipleship involves dying to self and giving 
up life to gain eternal life. It’s not going to be glorious; it’s going to be grim. Peter sticks with it because although 
he doesn’t understand, he still trusts in Jesus, who will bring it to completion. He will come to know that, as one 
famous nineteenth century preacher put it: ‘There are no crown-wearers in heaven who were not cross-bearers 
here below’. 
As we continue our journey of faith together, we come to celebrate again our Patronal Festival on Wednesday 
29 September at 7.00pm with a Sung Mass. More details concerning that occasion will be issued as soon as 
possible, which will, I hope, include confirmation of our guest preacher.  
With love and blessings Fr Paul 
SUNDAY WORSHIP AT ST HELEN’S CHURCH  
St Helen’s will live-stream their 10.30 am Eucharist through Zoom. The Zoom link is available from the Parish 
Administrator. A recording of the sermon will be made available after the service on the Parish Resources page on 
the St Helen’s web site https://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html  
Morning Prayer will not be said publicly in St Helen’s until October (a month later than previously thought). Precise 
details were not available at the time of writing (Wednesday 8 September). 
SIGN-UP LIST FOR PATRONAL LUNCH SUNDAY 26 SEPTEMBER There will be a list in church on Sunday for people to 
sign up for the Patronal Lunch and for contributions to the lunch. Anyone unable to sign up on the church list, please 
email Joyce. The time of the Mass will be moved forward to 10.30 am so that people can stay rather than going 
home in between. Of course, we hope that many of the congregation will attend, especially as we are promised 
entertainment from some of our more musical and thespian members. 
CHORAL CONCERT “I Was Glad”. On Saturday 25 September at 7.30 in St Helen’s Church, the St Giles Consort 
directed by Julian Parkin Haig and accompanied by Peter Foster sing a programme of choral masterpieces, many a 
capella, dedicated to the memory of Juliet and Peter Brooks. Tickets to go on sale online later this month. 
MUSIC FOR A SUNDAY AFTERNOON St. Michael’s will be hosting three Sunday afternoon concerts over the next 
couple of months. We do hope you will come along to support and to help us in raising money for church funds – 
although the main reason for coming is, of course, to enjoy some good music. We have given the concerts the overall 
title of Music for a Sunday Afternoon. 
Sunday 3 October: 3.00pm Barbara Stuart (clarinet), Peter Willis (tenor) and Glynne Butt (piano) have chosen some 
of their favourite music for this concert. You can hear songs by Handel, Mozart, Vaughan Williams, and Britten; 
Clarinet solos by Mendelssohn and Finzi and piano music by Chopin. Not to be missed! There will be something for 
everyone. Please bring your friends. 
Sunday 17 October: 4.00pm (Note later starting time) The Creation, Haydn. We are fortunate to welcome the East 
Oxford Community Choir together with their twin town choir from Grenoble, accompanied by a full orchestra to 
repeat for us a performance they are giving elsewhere the day before. 
Sunday 14 November: 3.00pm Pavlova Winds with Glynne Butt (piano) will play trios by Poulenc and Glinka. Some 
exhilarating and tuneful music! We are delighted that all four players are available to repeat a concert they 
performed recently in Oxford. 
ALBERT PARK SINGERS hope to resume rehearsals on Monday 13 September at St Michael’s Church. New members 
are welcome. For more details see https://albertparksingers.wordpress.com/ or the poster in the notice board. 
AUTUMN READING GROUPS The Desiring Life Reading Group will start meeting in the lounge of the Parish Centre to 
read Seeing God through Art by Richard Harries at 2.30pm on Tuesday 14 September and fortnightly thereafter. The 
Rector will lead the discussions. Open to everyone. 
The Online Reading Group will start meeting on Zoom to read Martyn Percy's book The Humble Church at 4pm on 
Thursday 23 September and fortnightly thereafter. Ros Rutherford will lead the discussions. To join please contact 
Susan Scott on 01235 522960, or susan.scott21@btinternet.com to receive the Zoom code. Open to everyone. Susan 
Scott 
COMMUNITY OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN WANTAGE From the CSMV News https://csmv.co.uk/csmv-news/ Visitors are 
welcome to join a Conducted Retreat “Angels: Messengers of Good News” at the Convent from Tuesday 28 
September until Saturday 2 October. The retreat will be led by Revd. Canon Toby Wright, Team Rector of Witney 
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Benefice. The Retreat will begin with tea at 4pm on Tuesday and end after morning coffee on Saturday. Silence will 
be kept at meals and on the Retreat Wing. The cost is £80 per night for an ensuite room or £70 for a standard room. 
(Some concessions available – please enquire). For more information, please contact us at Guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
or on 01235 763141. 
For those with internet access, the News page also has a link to the Community’s annual report for 2020-21. This 
includes news from Wantage and overseas, including projects in India, South Africa and Botswana. In the Editor’s 
view this is well worth reading if you haven’t seen it already. 
THE ABINGDON BRIDGE (TAB) – UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2021 The last year has been a very challenging one for 
everyone. With lockdown TAB changed the way it worked to carry on supporting local vulnerable young people and 
initially it was all done online. Since July 2020 our Healthy Lifestyle team have been supporting young people both 
face to face and using online platforms. Our counselling team were using online support until April 21 and since then 
have gradually come back to working face to face with their clients. Workshops stopped when schools were closed 
but are now going well again in both Abingdon and Didcot schools. We started doing parent groups which have 
proved very helpful for the parents of clients and received good feedback. 
Referrals have increased significantly this year.  
During the summer holidays this has been very productive, and last week a group of 20 young people gathered at 
our premises to watch a film about risky behaviour. Our Healthy Lifestyle team are doing an amazing job in 
connecting with young people in Abingdon who have previously not engaged with any support offered. 
Gary Hibbins our Service Manager works tirelessly to support our team and find new opportunities for TAB. We are 
currently working with Damascus another local charity, doing work with disadvantaged young people with Abingdon 
Town Council setting up a Youth Council in the town. 
Our other big change this year is in securing and refurbishing new premises at 3 Market Place above the Coventry 
Building Society. We now have 6 consulting rooms, 2 offices and a large meeting room. One of our volunteers is back 
giving cookery lessons to a group of young men in the kitchen there. We are also very grateful to the 12 volunteer 
receptionists, (several who worship at St Michael’s) to man the desk there during working hours. 
We are so grateful for all the local support we get, and to St Michael’s Church for their generous support. Despite a 
growing number of clients, we remain positive and are looking forward to this coming year. 
Dr Gill Dean Chair of the Trustee Board. 
CLIMATE CHANGE The September issue of A Candle in the Window (see below) includes articles on climate change. 
Olivia, Bishop of Reading, who is a member of the Church of England national working group on Climate Change, 
gave a talk last Sunday at St Mary’s Church, Greenham on climate change, coinciding with the National Climate 
Sunday service held in Glasgow Cathedral. The video is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGdshDjYe_I 
Links to a number of the resources mentioned by Bishop Olivia, including the Diocese of Oxford’s EcoHub can be 
found on our Prayer and Worship Resources page. She also recorded a series of four short talks last November which 
can be found at https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCZA51diSEsVYhseKjbGHzq-yqeQZAqMy  
AFGHAN REFUGEES - A CHANCE TO HELP Since 2016 St Ethelwold's House has provided accommodation for 
refugees and asylum-seekers, and we anticipate a huge increase in demand in the wake of the crisis in Afghanistan. 
All of us could help by making a standing order, and/or a one-off donation to Host Abingdon, Sort Code 40-35-34 
Account No 34134214. Donors need to email the treasurer at ruth.sillitoe@gmail.com so that she knows who made 
the donation. Many thanks. Mary Anderson and Gwen Bevington 
CARETAKER/ VERGER POST St. Helen’s Church has a vacancy for a Caretaker/ Verger. The post is for 10 hours per 
week over 5 days. Extra hours for Verger duties as required. Please contact Linda Hobbs, Church Warden, for further 
information. lindahobbs1954@gmail.com or via the Parish Office. 
A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW The September issue of A Candle in the Window (2021 Issue 7) is available for you to 
download from https://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/DNR/window.php Thank you to all contributors. Rob 
Rutherford. 
PATHWAYS For readers with internet access, the Autumn 2021 edition of the diocesan magazine can be downloaded 
from https://www.oxford.anglican.org/pathways-pdf-version/  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (all subject to no change in restrictions). Full details to follow. 
September 29 (Wednesday): Evening Mass for the Patronal Festival. 7pm. 
October 3: Harvest Festival. 
November 20: Autumn Fair. Nicola and Louise would like to know if you are willing to help. 
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Worship 
 

This Week Celebrants and preachers for the next two weeks are 12 September Canon Charles Masheder, 19 
September Fr Paul/ Beryl Clements.  
Tuesday is Holy Cross Day. St Helen’s Church are keeping this Sunday as Holy Cross Day, their Patronal Festival. 
Commemorations this week include: Monday John Chrysostom, bishop, teacher of the faith, 407; Wednesday 
Cyprian, bishop, martyr, 258; Thursday Ninian, bishop, apostle of the Picts, c 432 and Edward Bouverie Pusey, priest, 
1882 then on Friday Hildegard, abbess, visionary, 1179. 
HOLY CROSS DAY The origins of the feast are in Jerusalem in the alleged finding of Christ’s True Cross by the 
Bzyantine Empress Helena in the year 326. She ordered the destruction of the Roman Temple that had been built on 
the spot where Jesus died. The True Cross was found in a cave underneath. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre was 
built on the site and consecrated on this day nine years later. From a sermon preached by The Very Revd Nicolas 
Papadopulos, Dean of Salisbury, on the feast day in 2018. The full text can be found at 
https://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/news/holy-cross-day  

The story is unquestionably open to historical challenge, but what is unquestionable is the massive volume of 
rock that bears down upon the chapel. When we look above our heads here we see soaring columns, arches and 
vaulting. There I saw none of those ingenious architectural devices that together keep the Cathedral’s roof 
suspended above our heads. There I saw just a sheer bulk of hanging stone. St Helena’s Chapel somehow bears all 
that weight. It holds it aloft and keeps it from crashing down upon the head of the worshipper. 

It’s not a bad analogy for what we celebrate when we celebrate Holy Cross Day. For ultimately this feast is not 
about an ancient length of timber, or about the story of its discovery in a far-off cave. It’s about the weight that 
that ancient length of timber bore: the weight of Jesus of Nazareth; the weight of a blameless life freely given; the 
weight of a supreme gift of love; the weight of the Saviour of the world. 

That’s what we celebrate: the weight that the cross bore, and the weight that Jesus bore. A huge bulk of 
human sin took him to the cross – the anger, hate and fear of those who refused to understand him, who were 
threatened by him, and who turned against him. On the cross Jesus took all that murderous rage on himself. He 
allowed it to crash down upon him, so that it might not crash down upon us. In St Helena’s Chapel the rock is held 
above those who light their candles and say their prayers beneath. The Cross holds the destroying weight. It 
allows us to live. 

Those of you who have had the misfortune of breaking a bone will know that one of the signs of recovery is 
when the doctors allow the broken limb to bear weight. When something is “weight-bearing” then it means that 
health and strength are returning and that life can flow and flourish again. Sitting in St Helena’s Chapel a fortnight 
ago I marvelled at the vast bulk poised above my head. It’s as though the Holy Cross is truly weight-bearing. So 
we can be hopeful. Amen. 

 

Please pray for:  
• Afghanistan; the resettlement of refugees; 
• the congregation of St Helen’s Church keeping their Patronal Festival today; 
• our bishops and the staff of Church House; 
• the suffering, all who mourn, the recently departed, and all whose year’s mind falls at this time; 
• people living in Wilsham Road, Windrush Court, Winsmore Lane and Winterbourne Road. 

 
Eucharistic Lectionary 
 

Sun Isaiah 50.4-9a Ps 116.1-8 James 3.1-12 Mark 8.27-end 
Mon 1 Timothy 2.1-8 Ps 28  Luke 7.1-10 
Tues 
Holy Cross Day 

Numbers 21.4-9 Ps 22.23-28 Philippians 2.6-11 John 3.13-17 

Wed 1 Timothy 3.14-end Ps 111.1-5  Luke 7.31-35 
Thur 1 Timothy 4.12-end Ps 111.6-end  Luke 7.36-end 
Fri 1 Timothy 6.2b-12 PS 49.1-9  Luke 8.1-3 
Sat 1 Timothy 6.13-16 Ps 100  Luke 8.4-15 
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Collect (15th Sunday after Trinity) 
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: grant that your 
people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be found steadfast in 
faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Prayer after Communion (15th Sunday after Trinity) 
Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall, 
keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable. Amen. 
Collect (Holy Cross Day) 
Almighty God, who in the passion of your blessed Son made an instrument of painful death to be for us the means of 
life and peace: grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer for his sake; who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Some On-line Resources for Worship 
Parish resources page  
http://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html. 
St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page  
https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
Oxford Cathedral: Livestream events will appear on the cathedral’s YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqz9I9-LbZJAPGtje0gQbbg/videos  
Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise 
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089. Details of services at the facebook page and also at the 
Community web site, https://mirfield.org.uk/community-of-the-resurrection/our-life-and-work/worship/ On 
Sundays Mass starts around 8.10 am, after Matins at 7.30 am. 
Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm (5pm on Fridays). the Sunday Mass is 
live-streamed (usually at 7.30 am, but check the web site), https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/ 


