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19th September 2021 
16th Sunday after Trinity 

 
Regular Service Times 

Sundays: Sung Mass, 9.30 am 
Tuesdays: Silent Reflections, last Tuesday of the month (except December) 
Thursdays: Said Mass, 12.30 pm 

 
Contacts 

  

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  (520144) 
Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith (534654) 
  e-mail: paul315smith@btinternet.com 
Churchwardens: Miss Joyce Kelly (533555) 
   (07833 535768) 
  e-mail: joyceekelly@btinternet.com 
  Mrs Louise Heffernan (01235 525412  
   (07779 650968) 
  e-mail: lheff@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk  
Bookings*: Miss Joyce Kelly (as above) 
Parish Office: The Parish office is now open again Mondays to Thursdays, 10 am-1 pm until 

further notice. Please observe COVID protocols and sign in when you visit. 
Administrator: During normal working hours phone or leave a message on:  
  Telephone (520144) or 
  Mobile (07395 943957)  
  e-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 
Web site:  https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 
 

If you would like to receive this pew leaflet electronically, please email pewleaflet@stmichaels-
abingdon.org.uk with the subject line SUBSCRIBE. 

 
Items for inclusion in the next Leaflet to be sent to  

David Duce by midday on Tuesday. Telephone 522591 
pewleaflet@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 
[*for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals please contact the Parish Office]  
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MESSAGE FROM FR PAUL 
Dear Friends 
It is good to be back with you after my summer break. As I celebrated Mass on Thursday lunchtime last week, I 
noticed the Michaelmas Daisies ready to burst open outside the North Door. It was a reminder that our Patronal 
Festival will soon be upon us. As already advertised, we will have a Sung Mass on the evening of Michaelmas Day, 
Wednesday 29 September, at 7pm. On returning from holiday, I learned that the guest preacher whom I had 
invited, Fr Andreas Wenzel, Vice-Principal of St Stephen’s House, and formerly Shrine Priest at Walsingham, is 
now unable to come. Please pray that someone else may come forward.  
On the last weekend of my leave, it was a delight to visit the Community of St Mary the Virgin in Wantage for the 
first time in two years. As an Associate of the Community I joined with other Associates for the day. We began 
with a beautiful Eucharist, followed by lunch, and then a presentation on the development of the Convent and a 
tour of the new Retreat Wing of refurbished bedrooms. The most prominent transformation is on the ground 
floor with the creation of the Maribel Centre, named after Mother Maribel, artist, sculptor (not least of the 
famous carved Stations of the Cross in the Mary Magdalene Chapel) who was Mother General of CSMV from 
1940 – 1953. The striking new entrance is a sign of new birth for the Community. Other major building changes 
mean that the Community is offering space for the work of schools in the diocese, which is a return to their 
original roots of education. You can read more about this in the Annual News 2020-21 which David Duce has 
kindly directed us to for those with internet access. 
God is always making things new, even in a pandemic when so much has been lost. I commend the Sisters and 
the life of their Community to your prayers. Please give thanks for both their faithfulness in their daily round of 
prayer; through what their building offers to retreatants seeking rest and refreshment in their spiritual lives; and 
to what they can now do for many schools throughout Oxfordshire and Berkshire. Thanks be to God! 
With love and blessings Fr Paul 
SIGN-UP LIST FOR PATRONAL LUNCH SUNDAY 26 SEPTEMBER There is a list in church for people to sign up for the 
Patronal Lunch and for contributions to the lunch. Anyone unable to sign up on the church list, please email Joyce. 
The time of the Mass will be moved to 10.30 am so that people can stay rather than going home in between. Of 
course, we hope that many of the congregation will attend, especially as we are promised entertainment from some 
of our more musical and thespian members. 
SUNDAY WORSHIP AT ST HELEN’S CHURCH  
St Helen’s will live-stream their 10.30 am Eucharist through Zoom. The Zoom link is available from the Parish 
Administrator. A recording of the sermon will be made available after the service on the Parish Resources page on 
the St Helen’s web site https://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html  
Morning Prayer is beginning again and will be said publicly in St Helen’s every weekday at 9.10am from Monday 4 
October. 
MOTHERS' UNION is having a session of circle dancing at Saint Michaels Church on Tuesday 5 October at 10:30am. 
Anyone who is interested is invited to come along and join in. 
GIFTS FOR HARVEST FESTIVAL: As we celebrate our Harvest Festival on Sunday 3 October we will again be 
supporting The Porch, in Oxford. They are currently raising money for their building project following the purchase of 
a former church which will provide a larger space for wheelchair access where they can provide care for a wider 
group of people. Covid has brought about an increased need and so this year we are asking for donations towards 
the cost of their building project. There will be basket at the back of the church for you to place your donation. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity. Fr Paul 
CHORAL CONCERT “I Was Glad”. On Saturday 25 September at 7.30 in St Helen’s Church, the St Giles Consort 
directed by Julian Parkin Haig and accompanied by Peter Foster sing a programme of choral masterpieces, many a 
capella, dedicated to the memory of Juliet and Peter Brooks. Tickets are available through EventBrite and will also be 
available on the door, price £10 (under 18 free). See https://www.stgilesconsort.com/. 
HARVEST WEEK AT ST HELEN’S CHURCH Following the much-appreciated times before Christmas and Easter at the 
West Porch, a similar witness is planned before Harvest to engage with those walking by St Helen’s, including 
handing our “Harvest bags”. It will run from Monday 27 September until St Helen’s Harvest Festival on 3 October. 
MUSIC FOR A SUNDAY AFTERNOON St. Michael’s will be hosting three Sunday afternoon concerts over the next 
couple of months. We do hope you will come along to support and to help us in raising money for church funds – 
although the main reason for coming is, of course, to enjoy some good music. We have given the concerts the overall 
title of Music for a Sunday Afternoon. 
Sunday 3 October: 3.00pm Barbara Stuart (clarinet), Peter Willis (tenor) and Glynne Butt (piano) have chosen some 
of their favourite music for this concert. You can hear songs by Handel, Mozart, Vaughan Williams, and Britten; 
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Clarinet solos by Mendelssohn and Finzi and piano music by Chopin. Not to be missed! There will be something for 
everyone. Please bring your friends. 
Sunday 17 October: 4.00pm (Note later starting time) The Creation, Haydn. We are fortunate to welcome the East 
Oxford Community Choir together with their twin town choir from Grenoble, accompanied by a full orchestra to 
repeat for us a performance they are giving elsewhere the day before. 
Sunday 14 November: 3.00pm Pavlova Winds with Glynne Butt (piano) will play trios by Poulenc and Glinka. Some 
exhilarating and tuneful music! We are delighted that all four players are available to repeat a concert they 
performed recently in Oxford. 
AUTUMN ONLINE READING GROUP  
The Online Reading Group will start meeting on Zoom to read Martyn Percy's book The Humble Church at 4pm on 
Thursday 23 September and fortnightly thereafter. Ros Rutherford will lead the discussions. To join please contact 
Susan Scott on 01235 522960, or susan.scott21@btinternet.com to receive the Zoom code. Open to everyone. Susan 
Scott 
COMMUNITY OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN WANTAGE From the CSMV News https://csmv.co.uk/csmv-news/ Visitors are 
welcome to join a Conducted Retreat “Angels: Messengers of Good News” at the Convent from Tuesday 28 
September until Saturday 2 October. The retreat will be led by Revd. Canon Toby Wright, Team Rector of Witney 
Benefice. The Retreat will begin with tea at 4pm on Tuesday and end after morning coffee on Saturday. Silence will 
be kept at meals and on the Retreat Wing. The cost is £80 per night for an ensuite room or £70 for a standard room. 
(Some concessions available – please enquire.) For more information, please contact us at Guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
or on 01235 763141. 
For those with internet access, the News page also has a link to the Community’s annual report for 2020-21. This 
includes news from Wantage and overseas, including projects in India, South Africa and Botswana. In the Editor’s 
view this is well worth reading if you haven’t seen it already. 
ST FRIDESWIDE PILGRIMAGE It was not possible to hold this event in 2020, but a pilgrimage to our cathedral is 
planned for Saturday 16 October. There are five pilgrimage routes to the cathedral, the longest is a route of 9 miles 
following the Thames Path from under Abingdon Bridge. The number of walkers on each route is limited to 25 and 
booking is essential. On arrival at the cathedral the programme includes prayer stations, tea in the Great Hall and a 
Pilgrimage service at 5pm. A number of tickets will be available for non-walkers. Ticket prices range from £2.50 to 
£6. For further details and booking (which appears to be on-line only Ed) see https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/oxfords-
cathedral/st-frideswide-pilgrimage  
AFGHAN REFUGEES - A CHANCE TO HELP Since 2016 St Ethelwold's House has provided accommodation for 
refugees and asylum-seekers, and we anticipate a huge increase in demand in the wake of the crisis in Afghanistan. 
All of us could help by making a standing order, and/or a one-off donation to Host Abingdon, Sort Code 40-35-34 
Account No 34134214. Donors need to email the treasurer at ruth.sillitoe@gmail.com so that she knows who made 
the donation. Many thanks. Mary Anderson and Gwen Bevington 
CARETAKER/ VERGER POST St. Helen’s Church has a vacancy for a Caretaker/ Verger. The post is for 10 hours per 
week over 5 days. Extra hours for Verger duties as required. Please contact Linda Hobbs, Church Warden, for further 
information. lindahobbs1954@gmail.com or via the Parish Office. 
A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW The September issue of A Candle in the Window (2021 Issue 7) is available for you to 
download from https://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/DNR/window.php Thank you to all contributors. 
Contributions are welcome for the October edition (by the end of September). Rob Rutherford. 
PATHWAYS For readers with internet access, the Autumn 2021 edition of the diocesan magazine can be downloaded 
from https://www.oxford.anglican.org/pathways-pdf-version/ There are some printed copies in church, last seen on 
the bookstall table by the south porch. 
BISHOP STEVEN IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS For readers with internet access, the diocesan web site has a summary of 
Bishop Steven’s contributions in the House of Lords last week. https://www.oxford.anglican.org/bishop-of-oxford-
house-of-lords-september-2021/ These include contributions to debates on climate change, education and standards 
in public life. Bishop Steven is one of the 26 bishops who are Lords Spiritual; he holds this position until retirement 
from his diocesan post. 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (all subject to no change in restrictions). Full details to follow. 
September 29 (Wednesday): Evening Mass for the Patronal Festival. 7pm. 
October 3: Harvest Festival. 
November 20: Autumn Fair. Nicola and Louise would like to know if you are willing to help. 
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Worship 
 

This Week The celebrant and preacher this Sunday are Fr Paul/ Beryl Clements and on Sunday 26 September at 
(10.30am) the celebrant and preacher is The Team Rector, The Revd Dr Charles Miller.  
Tuesday is the feast of Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist. Wednesday, Friday and Saturday are ember days. 
Commemorations include John Coleridge Patteson, bishop, and companions, martyrs, 1871 on Monday and on 
Saturday Lancelot Andrews, bishop, spiritual writer, 1626 and Sergei of Radonezh, monastic reformer, teacher of the 
faith, 1392. 
Ember Days, days of prayer for those to be ordained deacon or priest, have traditionally been observed on the 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at various points in the year, including the week prior to 29 September. In our 
diocese the training programme for new curates starts this month and theological colleges/ ministry courses (for 
both ordained and lay ministry), will be welcoming new students and returning students. The Collect: 

Almighty God, you have entrusted to your Church a share in the ministry of your Son our great high priest: inspire 
by your Holy Spirit the hearts of many to offer themselves for the ministry of your Church, that strengthened by 
his power, they may work for the increase of your kingdom and forward the eternal praise of your name; through 
Jesus Christ ... Amen 

Climate Change As readers will be aware COP26 (Conference of the Parties) the UN Climate Change Conference will 
take place in Glasgow from 31 October to 12 November under the joint presidency of the UK and Italy. See 
https://ukcop26.org/  

Last week the leaders of the Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Orthodox Church and the Anglican Communion 
(Pope Francis, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and Archbishop Justin Welby) issued a joint statement (the first of 
its kind) warning of the urgency of environmental sustainability, its impact on poverty, and the importance of global 
cooperation. The three have called on people to pray, in this Christian season of Creation, for world leaders ahead of 
COP26. The statement, A Joint Message for the Protection of Creation, opens with the words: 

For more than a year, we have all experienced the devastating effects of a global pandemic—all of us, whether 
poor or wealthy, weak or strong. Some were more protected or vulnerable than others, but the rapidly-spreading 
infection meant that we have depended on each other in our efforts to stay safe. We realised that, in facing this 
worldwide calamity, no one is safe until everyone is safe, that our actions really do affect one another, and that 
what we do today affects what happens tomorrow. 
… 
September is celebrated by many Christians as the Season of Creation, an opportunity to pray and care for God’s 
creation. As world leaders prepare to meet in November at Glasgow to deliberate on the future of our planet, we 
pray for them and consider what choices we must all make. Accordingly, as leaders of our Churches, we call on 
everyone, whatever their belief or worldview, to endeavour to listen to the cry of the earth and of people who 
are poor, examining their behaviour and pledging meaningful sacrifices for the sake of the earth which God has 
given us. 
 

The statement concludes: 
This is the first time that the three of us feel compelled to address together the urgency of environmental 
sustainability, its impact on persistent poverty, and the importance of global cooperation. Together, on behalf of 
our communities, we appeal to the heart and mind of every Christian, every believer and every person of good 
will. We pray for our leaders who will gather in Glasgow to decide the future of our planet and its people. Again, 
we recall Scripture: ‘choose life, so that you and your children may live’ (Dt 30:19). Choosing life means making 
sacrifices and exercising self-restraint. 

All of us—whoever and wherever we are—can play a part in changing our collective response to the 
unprecedented threat of climate change and environmental degradation. 

Caring for God’s creation is a spiritual commission requiring a response of commitment. This is a critical 
moment. Our children’s future and the future of our common home depend on it. 

 

For readers with internet access the full statement is available at 
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/sites/abc/files/2021-
09/Joint%20Statement%20on%20the%20Environment.pdf Please contact the Editor if you cannot access this 
resource but would like a printed copy. 
 

A prayer below was composed by Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu for the 2015 COP, held in Paris, and has been 
amended for COP26. 
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You have called us to be keepers of your Earth; through greed, we have established an economy that destroys the 
web of life. We have changed our climate and drown in despair. Let oceans of justice flow. May we learn to 
sustain and renew the life of our Mother, Earth. We pray for our leaders, custodians of Mother Earth; as they 
gather in Glasgow at the climate talks. May they negotiate with wisdom and fairness, may they act with 
compassion and courage, and lead us in the path of justice for the sake of our children and our children’s 
children.  

Please pray for:  
• Steven and Gavin our bishops, Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 
• the people of Afghanistan and for all who have sought refuge from that country; 
• the Community of St Mary the Virgin, Wantage as they begin in the new stage in the life of their community;  
• students and staff of universities and colleges at the start of a new academic year; 
• all engaged in theological education and ministerial formation, students and teachers; 
• vocations to ordained and lay ministry and the religious life; 
• the suffering, all who mourn, the recently departed, and all whose year’s mind falls at this time; 
• people living in Withington Court, Woodcote Way, Wordsworth Road and Wyndyke Furlong. 

 
Eucharistic Lectionary 
 

Sun Wisdom 1.16-2.1, 12-22 Ps 54 James 3.13-4.3, 7-8a Mark 9.30-37 
Mon Ezra 1.1-6 Ps 126  Luke 8.16-18 
Tues 
Matthew,  
Apostle and Evangelist 

Proverbs 3.13-18 Ps 119.65-72 2 Corinthians 4.1-6 Matthew 9.9-13 

Wed Ezra 9.5-9 Ps 103.1-6  Luke 9.1-6 
Thur Haggai 1.1-8 Ps 149.1-5  Luke 9.7-9 
Fri Haggai 1.15b-2.9 Ps 43  Luke 9.18-22 
Sat Zechariah 2.1-5,10-11 Ps 125  Luke 9.43b-45 

 

Collect (16th Sunday after Trinity) 
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of your people who call upon you; and grant that they may 
both perceive and know what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, … Amen. 
Prayer after Communion (16th Sunday after Trinity) 
Almighty God, you have taught us through your Son that love is the fulfilling of the law: grant that we may love you 
with our whole heart and our neighbours as ourselves; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Collect (Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist) 
O almighty God, whose blessed Son called Matthew the tax-collector to be an apostle and evangelist: give us grace 
to forsake the selfish pursuit of gain and the possessive love of riches that we may follow in the way of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Some On-line Resources for Worship 
Parish resources page  
http://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html. 
St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page  
https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
Oxford Cathedral: Livestream events will appear on the cathedral’s YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqz9I9-LbZJAPGtje0gQbbg/videos  
Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise 
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089. Details of services at the facebook page and also at the 
Community web site, https://mirfield.org.uk/community-of-the-resurrection/our-life-and-work/worship/ On 
Sundays Mass starts around 8.10 am, after Matins at 7.30 am. 
Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm (5pm on Fridays). the Sunday Mass is 
live-streamed (usually at 7.30 am, but check the web site), https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/ 


