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23rd January 2022 
3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

 
Regular Service Times 

Sundays: Sung Mass, 9.30 am 
Tuesdays: Silent Reflections, last Tuesday of the month (except December) 
Thursdays: Moving into Stillness, Taizé circle dancing with silent interludes, first Thursday 

of the month, 9.45 am to 10.45 am 
Thursdays Said Mass, 12.30 pm 

 
Contacts 

  

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  (520144) 
Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith (534654) 
  e-mail: paul315smith@btinternet.com 
Churchwardens: Miss Joyce Kelly (533555) 
   (07833 535768) 
  e-mail: joyceekelly@btinternet.com 
  Mrs Louise Heffernan (01235 525412) 
   (07779 650968) 
  e-mail: lheff@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk  
Bookings*: Miss Joyce Kelly (as above) 
Parish Office: Normal hours: The Parish office is open Mondays to Thursdays, 10 am-1 pm. 

Please observe COVID protocols and sign in when you visit. 
Administrator: During normal working hours phone or leave a message on:  
  Telephone (520144) or 
  Mobile (07395 943957)  
  e-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 
Web site:  https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 

If you would like to receive this pew leaflet electronically, please email pewleaflet@stmichaels-
abingdon.org.uk with the subject line SUBSCRIBE. 

 
Items for inclusion in the next Leaflet to be sent to  

David Duce by midday on Tuesday. Telephone 522591 
pewleaflet@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 
[*for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals please contact the Parish Office]  
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Dear Friends 
Today we welcome Canon Charles Masheder as our president and preacher and we look forward to his ministry 
among us. 
In today’s gospel we find Jesus in the synagogue preaching the word of God from the words of the prophet 
Isaiah. Jesus spoke with power and gave a depth to what would have been a well-known text to his hearers. All 
this would have come as a surprise to his hearers since Jesus was a regular worshipper and people would not 
have expected such utterances from him. 
We may not all be called to be preachers – though I commend to your prayers all those who have the 
responsibility of preaching today – but we have each been anointed to preach the good news to the poor. This 
may be done in a variety of ways. It need not be confined to the pulpit or lectern: instead it can be done with a 
word of care, gentleness, kindness or love, as well as sharing with others something of our own faith, however 
simply. We do not know what impact being bold enough to share something of our own story may have on 
another individual. In a society that has little time for the church and institutional religion, it is even more 
important that we find opportunities to speak to others about our relationship with God. Why not try fulfilling 
this during the coming week? 
Next week we will celebrate the great feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, or Candlemass, when 
Mary and Joseph take their child to the temple as was the Jewish custom. The old man Simeon who has waited 
patiently for the fulfilment of the promise given him by the Spirit that he would not see death before this event 
took place, takes the Christ child in his arms and blesses him. He concludes with the words we have come to 
know as the Nunc Dimittis, which is the second of the two of the canticles offered as the church unites every 
evening in prayer. The Presentation of Christ in the Temple is a pivotal moment in our calendar when we turn 
from the crib, from the focus on the birth of Jesus, towards the cross, our keeping of Lent and the passion and 
death of Jesus. It points us to the reality and challenge of our daily discipleship that we are called to follow in the 
way of Jesus who invites us to ‘take up the cross’, to deny ourselves and suffer with him that we may share in 
God’s gift of eternal life. 
I look forward to joining together with you in celebrating the Eucharist on this special day. 
With love and blessings. Fr Paul 
SUNDAY WORSHIP AT ST HELEN’S CHURCH  
St Helen’s will live-stream their 10.30 am Eucharist through Zoom. The Zoom link is available from the Parish 
Administrator. A recording of the sermon will be made available after the service on the Parish Resources page on 
the St Helen’s web site https://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html  
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 18 to 25 January Prayer sheets provided by the Church in Abingdon are 
available to download from our Prayer and Worship resources page. Each day concentrates on prayer for a specific 
area of church work. 
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland have produced a range of material under the theme We saw his star in the 
East. This has been produced by churches in the Middle East and is available to download from: 
https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2022. Welsh, Irish and Scots Gaelic versions are also available. 
DEDICATION FESTIVAL – Tuesday 25 January, Sung Mass, 7pm We shall celebrate our Dedication Festival on this day 
with a Sung Mass. Fr Paul has to be in self-isolation on this day. We are fortunate to have the Revd Elizabeth Birch as 
our president and preacher who has kindly stepped in at short notice. This is an important day in the life of our 
community here at St Michael’s. Please do come along and give thanks for the dedication of this house of prayer if 
you can. 
SILENT REFLECTIONS – Tuesday 25 January will be held 'at home' this month. This is not Covid related, but because 
25 January is the date of our Dedication Festival. Material will be sent round as it was during Lockdown to those on 
our list, and will also be available to download from the Prayer and Resources section of our website. The material 
will include some reflections on the Conversion of St Paul which is also commemorated on this day. 
FAITH FORUM will resume on the first Sunday of February (6th) at 9am in the parish centre. We will be making a 
brief return to our theme of 'Other voices', with the Revd Polly Falconer. Polly is the UKME Development Enabler for 
the Oxford Diocese, and will speaking on the topic, 'Does God See Colour?'. The Revd Jennifer Brown 
PILGRIMAGE TO OBERAMMERGAU – JULY 2022 The 2020 Oberammergau Passion Play pilgrimage led by the Team 
Rector, originally scheduled for 2020, has been re-scheduled for July 13-21 2022. The ‘pilgrims’ are accommodated in 
the Gutshof outside charming Salzburg for most of the week then travel to Oberammergau for the famous Passion 
Play itself. A large number of the original group cannot now go so there is plenty of space, especially double-
occupancy rooms, for those interested in joining the pilgrimage. If you are interested in going, please let the Rector, 
Charles Miller, know of your interest either directly or through the Parish Office (01235 520144). 
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NEW DAYLIGHT BOOKS It is time to re-subscribe for the year for these books of daily readings, comment and prayer 
which are edited by the Revd Sally Welch and published by the Bible Reading Fellowship. If you would like them in 
printed format please get in touch with Brenda on 01235 522881 before the end of January. The cost is £14.55 for 
the year, if we can order 5 or more sets. For more information see https://www.brfonline.org.uk/collections/new-
daylight BRF also offer options to receive this publication by email or through an app. 
CHRIST'S HOSPITAL OF ABINGDON is seeking to appoint a new Governor. Christ's Hospital is the oldest of 
Oxfordshire's charities and dates from 1553. It is controlled by The Master, twelve Governors and support staff 
managed by The Clerk to the Governors. For further details please follow the link on the home page of our web site. 
The closing date for applications is the end of February 2022. 
A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW We are hoping to bring you the February edition on or before 6 February. Please 
contribute! The theme is 'Awakening' which could be interpreted in a number of ways but if you want to write about 
something else that is fine too. Deadline Friday 28 January. Thanks! Rob Rutherford 
CHRISTIAN AID NEW YEAR WALK 2022 1– 31 January: Following the success of last year’s walk, the New Year Walk 
for Christian Aid in 2022 will again be a self-directed walk. Walkers will be able to complete the walk whenever they 
wish in January either on one day or spread across the month as convenient. Details of the challenge set for walkers, 
the destination points to be visited and how to make donations are now available from our web site. Printed copies 
are available, by request, from David Duce (contact details on first page). For any further more information about 
either of these events, please contact Cliff Marshall at candpmarshall@btinternet.com. 
CHRISTIAN AID DONATIONS Alongside the walk, which will have its own particular online donation link, a Christmas 
Appeal donations link has been set up to use if you would like to support Christian Aid's work this year.  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/abingdon-christianaid2021-or838 The funds go direct to Christian Aid. The 
advantage of using this Just Giving site is that the Abingdon Committee can identify what has been raised for the 
Charity in Abingdon. 
 
Worship 
 

This Week The celebrants and preachers for the coming weeks are: Canon Charles Masheder on 23 January, Fr Paul 
on 30 January and 6 February. 
Festivals and commemorations include Monday: Francis de Sales, bishop, teacher of the faith, 1622; Tuesday: 
Conversion of Paul (as well as Dedication Festival); Wednesday: Timothy and Titus, companions of Paul; Friday: 
Thomas Aquinas, priest, philosopher, teacher of the faith, 1274. 
Francis de Sales was the Roman Catholic bishop of Geneva at the time John Calvin was working to reform the Church 
in Geneva. Born in a castle at Sales in Savoy, he was educated in Paris and Padua. He began preaching against 
Calvinism in 1593 and moved to Geneva in 1599, becoming diocesan bishop in 1602. He died in Lyons in December 
1622 and his body was translated to Annecy on this day in 1623. His best known book is probably Introduction to the 
Devout Life which is available in print and on-line. This extract is from an edition translated by Michael Day, 
published by Burns & Oates in 1962. 

One of the best exercises of gentleness is to be patient with ourselves and our imperfections. Though it is 
reasonable to be displeased and sorry when we fall into faults, it should be without bitterness, anger or sulkiness. 
It is a great failing to be angry with oneself for giving way to anger, impatient with one’s impatience and so on, 
since this only increases the original fault and, far from repairing it, it disposes the heart to fall again at the first 
opportunity. In any case, this sort of annoyance and bitterness with ourselves springs from self-love and leads to 
pride, for we are merely upset and disturbed at finding ourselves imperfect. Displeasure over our faults must be 
peaceful, unemotional and sincere. A judge whose sentence is based on calm reason will impose a more just 
penalty than if he judges with anger and impetuosity, for in the latter case his judgement depends rather on his 
own feelings than on the crime itself. In the same way, we correct ourselves much better when we repent 
peacefully and calmly than if we do so with bitterness, over eagerness and passion, such repentance being based 
on our inclinations and not on our faults as they are. 

A number of religious communities have appeared, based on his vision for religious communities, such as the 
Salesians (of Dom Bosco), founded in 1859. In our present time, the Salesians in the UK are a community of priests 
and brothers, working with children and young people. For more information, see links on our Prayer and Worship 
resources page. 
‘School’s Out’ – A snapshot of a Church School is the title of article by Fr Jack Noble, an Anglican Priest who is 
chaplain to Church of England Schools Marylebone, recently published in CR Review (No. 476). He wrote: 

When the pandemic hit and we didn’t know how many people were going to die I made a series of videos on 
‘living with grief and loss’ for the school website. Sadly they have been needed. During the pandemic many family 
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members of students have died. It has been an immense privilege to accompany grieving teenagers through this 
time… I am also proud of being able to speak to whole form and year groups about how to be around someone 
living with the death of a loved one. Society seems less and less able to deal with death, but our kids, thanks to 
their church school, are now better equipped to respond to death with confidence, kindness and prayer than 
many adults I have know … [After the lockdown ended] the Eucharist was liberated, and from being a ‘monthly-
ish festivals thing’ to a weekly celebration in school for different year groups. … It transpires that all that was 
needed was to say what we are doing and why, and suddenly when it comes to Jesus and the Eucharist, our 1400 
inner-city teenagers and staff just get it. Just this week I placed the Eucharist in the beautiful young hands of a 
lovely teenagers who presented heart-breaking self-harm scars all up her arms. She is one of many, and COVID 
has seen a subsequent massive increase in rates of self-harm. It was a reminder that this is not just a place where 
the love of God is, and all is well. The deep eye sees more, that this is the place the love of God is needed more 
and more, and I hope and pray, is truly met and found. 
 

Please pray for:  
• Steven and Gavin our bishops, Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 
• for all who preach the gospel and for Beryl our authorised preacher and Gwen our Licensed Lay Minister;  
• Her Majesty the Queen and her Government especially at this time;  
• The Parochial Church Council (PCC) which meets tomorrow, Monday 21 January; 
• with thanksgiving for this house of prayer as we celebrate our Dedication Festival on Tuesday; 
• the work of all church schools and chaplains, and our church school of St Nicolas in this parish;  
• unity, such as Christ wills and by the means he chooses; 
• Deanery Synod meeting on Thursday 27 January and our Synod members; 
• people living in Fairlawn Wharf, Faringdon Road, Farriers Mews and Ferry Walk. 

 

Eucharistic Lectionary 
 

Sunday Nehamiah 8.1-3, 5-6,  
8-10 

Ps 19 1 Corinthians 12.12-
31a 

Luke 4.14-21 

Mon 2 Samuel 5.1-7, 10 Ps 89.19-27  Mark 3.22-30 
Tues 
Dedication Festival 

1 Chronicles 29.6-19 Ps 122 Ephesians 2.19-end John 2.13-22 

Tues Conversion of 
Paul 

Jeremiah 1.4-10 Ps 67 Acts 9.1-22 Matthew 19.27-
end 

Wed 2 Samuel 7.4-17 Ps 89.19-27  Mark 4.1-20 
Thur 2 Samuel 7.18-19,  

24-end 
Ps 132.1-5, 11-
15 

 Mark 4.21-25 

Fri 2 Samuel 11.1-10, 13-
17 

Ps 51.1-6, 9  Mark 4.26-34 

Saturday 2 Samuel 12.1-7, 10-17 Ps 51.11-16  Mark 4.35-end 
 

Collect (3rd Sunday of Epiphany) 
Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder of your saving presence: renew your people 
with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord , ... 
Prayer after Communion (3rd Sunday of Epiphany) 
Almighty Father, whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: may your people, illumined by your 
word and sacraments, shine with the radiance of his glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the 
ends of the earth; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Collect (Dedication Festival) 
Almighty God, to whose glory we celebrate the dedication of this house of prayer: we praise you for the many 
blessings you have given to those who worship you here: and we pray that all who seek you in this place may find 
you, and being filled with the Holy Spirit, may become a living temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord … 
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Prayer after Communion (Dedication Festival) 
Father in heaven, whose Church on earth is a sign of your heavenly peace, an image of the new and eternal 
Jerusalem: grant to us in the days of our pilgrimage that, fed with the living bread of heaven, and united in the body 
of your Son, we may be the temple of your presence, the place of your glory on earth, and a sign of your peace in the 
world; through Jesus Christ our Lord … 
Collect (Conversion of Paul) 
Almighty God, who caused the light of the gospel to shine throughout the world through the preaching of your 
servant Saint Paul: grant that we who celebrate his wonderful conversion may follow him in bearing witness to your 
truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, … 
 

Some On-line Resources for Worship 
A Church Near You Live Streamed events  
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/live-stream/?tags=Live_stream&diocese=27  
Parish resources page  
http://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html. 
St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page  
https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
Oxford Cathedral: Livestream events will appear on the cathedral’s YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqz9I9-LbZJAPGtje0gQbbg/videos  
Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise 
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089. Details of services at the facebook page and also at the 
Community web site, https://mirfield.org.uk/community-of-the-resurrection/our-life-and-work/worship/ On 
Sundays Mass starts around 8.10 am, after Matins at 7.30 am. 
Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm (5pm on Fridays). the Sunday Mass is 
live-streamed (usually at 7.30 am, but check the web site), https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/ 


