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20th February 2022 
2nd Sunday before Lent 

 
Regular Service Times 

Sundays: Sung Mass, 9.30 am 
Tuesdays: Silent Reflections, last Tuesday of the month (except December) 
Thursdays: Moving into Stillness, Taizé circle dancing with silent interludes, first Thursday 

of the month, 9.45 am to 10.45 am 
Thursdays Said Mass, 12.30 pm 

 
Contacts 

  

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  (520144) 
Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith (534654) 
  e-mail: paul315smith@btinternet.com 
Churchwardens: Miss Joyce Kelly (533555) 
   (07833 535768) 
  e-mail: joyceekelly@btinternet.com 
  Mrs Louise Heffernan (01235 525412) 
   (07779 650968) 
  e-mail: lheff@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk  
Bookings*: Miss Joyce Kelly (as above) 
Parish Office: Following recent covid restrictions, the Parish Centre Office is now fully open 

from Monday to Thursday, 10 am to 3 pm. 
Administrator: During normal working hours phone or leave a message on:  
  Telephone (520144) or 
  Mobile (07395 943957)  
  e-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 
Web site:  https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 

If you would like to receive this pew leaflet electronically, please email pewleaflet@stmichaels-
abingdon.org.uk with the subject line SUBSCRIBE. 

 
Items for inclusion in the next Leaflet to be sent to  

David Duce by midday on Tuesday. Telephone 522591 
pewleaflet@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 
[*for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals please contact the Parish Office]  



 2 

Dear Friends 
‘Where is your faith’ (Luke 8.25) 
In today’s gospel, this is the question that Jesus asks his disciples as their boat on the lake is hit by a gale and filled 
with water. Understandably, they are overcome by fear. But, Jesus tells them not to be afraid and by challenging 
their faith, then shows them his divine power and stills the storm. 
In common with other parts of the UK we have experienced the power and force of the elements last week. As I 
write, the sky is a beautiful blue and the sun is shining – all is calm. Last evening, however, the situation was different 
as storm Dudley took off the Vicarage garden gate and the majority of the corrugated plastic from the roof of the car 
port. Today there is ‘the calm before the (next) storm’ as we await the visit of Eunice, praying for those who may be 
seriously affected by a predicted period of even more dangerous weather. 
The image of the storm can be a vivid one in our lives. We can each tell our own stories of how storms have tested 
our faith, and doubtless including the impact of these pandemic times. 
The storms of life are hard to face, but with Jesus who never leaves us, we have a Saviour who asks us to trust that 
‘all shall be well’ (Julian of Norwich), and that we shall come to know the ‘peace of God which passes all 
understanding’. 
My prayer is that each of us may know something of this truth day by day. 
With love and blessings 
Father Paul 
BISHOP HENRY SCRIVEN has written a reflection on some of the Old Testament passage set for this Second Sunday 
before Lent. (Genesis 2.4b-9, 15-25). It tackles the challenging questions concerning the possible changes in the 
doctrine of marriage, as found in the Living in Love and Faith document which the Church of England has produced. 
That is, whether ‘equal marriage’, namely for same-sex couples, should be introduced in the church. Bishop Henry 
speaks of what impact a change to marriage doctrine and practice would have in the Anglican Church worldwide. It is 
an interesting read and I shall be making copies available for people who wish to read this and have it placed on our 
website. Fr Paul  
SUNDAY WORSHIP AT ST HELEN’S CHURCH  
St Helen’s will live-stream their 10.30 am Eucharist through Zoom. The Zoom link is available from the Parish 
Administrator. A recording of the sermon will be made available after the service on the Parish Resources page on 
the St Helen’s web site https://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html  
SILENT REFLECTIONS will be held on Tuesday 22 February at 7.30 pm. Entry will be through the North door (opposite 
Albert Park). Final prayers will be at 8.30 pm and refreshments will be available. Rosalind Rutherford has provided 
the materials for us on the theme: Called by Love. A copy will be emailed to all those on our list, and made available 
our website (Prayer and Worship resources page). Paper copies will be available in church. All are welcome. 
QUIET GARDEN DAY at Aston Tirrold Centre for Reflection on Saturday 26 February 10 am - 4 pm. Leaders: Abigail 
Perrow and Josie Midwinter. Theme: Transfigurations and Transformations. Refreshments are provided, but please 
bring a packed lunch. A donation of £10 would be welcome. Email: abi.perrow@gmail.com, if you want to attend. 
THE OXFORD CENTRE FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH is hosting a Reflective Study Afternoon, led by Revd Canon Dr Mark 
Oakley, Dean of St John's College, Cambridge, entitled 'Life Remains a Blessing: Lent with W H Auden' to be held on 
the afternoon of Saturday 26 February 2022. The event will comprise two talks with a break in-between, and will be 
conducted by Zoom from Cambridge, and facilitated by Revd Anthony Buckley, City Rector, Area Dean and Vicar of St 
Michael at the North Gate, Oxford. The cost of the event is £20; those registering for this event will be sent joining 
instructions shortly before the event. To find out more information and to register please visit the OCSG website 
https://www.ocsg.uk.net/ or email info@ocsg.uk.net. 
QUESTIONS OF OUR TIMES WEBINARS: The Christian Evidence Society is hosting a series of free webinars on science 
& faith on Tuesday evenings in March on topics such as 'Should we always follow the science?', 'Will a robot steal my 
job?', and 'Are we alone in the universe?'. For more details and links to book, visit https://christianevidence.org/  
and click on 'New Questions of Our Times'.  
ASH WEDNESDAY AND STATIONS OF THE CROSS IN LENT There will be a Sung Eucharist at St Helen’s Church at 7pm 
on Ash Wednesday (2 March) at which Fr Paul will preach. There will also be a Said Eucharist in St Helen’s at 
10.30am, president and preacher, Canon Charles Masheder. There will be no Mass at St Michael’s that day. On most 
Tuesday evenings in Lent (from Tuesday 8 March), the intention is that the devotion Stations of the Cross will be 
offered at St Michael’s. Fr Paul is trying to organise a visit to the Community of St Mary the Virgin in Wantage to walk 
their Stations (a set of images carved by Mother Maribel). This would be led by a Sister of the community, followed 
by afternoon tea. Some readers may recall that we made a happy and memorable visit a few years ago. More details 
will follow as soon as available and in next week’s pewleaflet. 
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MOVING INTO STILLNESS: circle dancing to Taizé music with silent interludes, Thursday 3 March from 9.45 – 10.45 
am, before the regular circle dancing session at 11 am. No prior experience/partner needed. Tea and coffee will be 
provided between the two sessions. 
CHURCH IN ABINGDON LENT COURSE CANCELLED Some readers might have seen an announcement in the January 
Church in Abingdon News that it was hoped that the Revd Dr Charles Miller’s lectures that had to be cancelled in 
2020 – The Spiritual Adventure of Henri Matisse, Vence’s Chapel of the Rosary – could take place this year. However, 
the February CiA News carries the announcement that “The lectures have been cancelled due to Covid but an 
information sheet will be made available with details of Lent courses that people may like to follow either 
individually or in small groups.” More information will be provided when available. 
COME AND SEE is a programme organised by the Diocese or anyone enquiring about faith, returning to faith after 
many years or moving to a new place in their faith in the disorientation of the pandemic. The 5-week programme 
starts in March. Individuals can register to receive short daily emails to reflect on, a weekly short film and 
contemplative exercises to try out each week. This year’s programme, focuses on the Lord’s Prayer. For more details 
see https://www.oxford.anglican.org/campaigns/come-and-see/come-and-see.php 
ST NICOLAS CE PRIMARY SCHOOL, Abingdon is looking for a new Foundation Governor who is a committed Christian 
to join the governing body. Alongside helping to set the strategic direction of the school and being a "critical friend" 
to the staff team, Foundation Governors have a special responsibility for Collective Worship and Religious Education 
and work with the school and governing body to uphold and promote the school’s distinctive Christian foundation 
and ethos. This is a wonderful opportunity for a parishioner to live out his or her faith in giving back to the local 
community. For more information about this role or about St Nicolas School (which received “outstanding” in its 
2016 SIAMS inspection), or to apply, please contact the Chair of Governors, Katrina Hancock for an informal 
discussion (cgov3247@st-nicolas.sch.oxon.uk) before Friday 4 March 2022. 
NEXT DCC MEETING AND ANNUAL CHURCH MEETINGS The next meeting of the DCC will take place on Thursday 10 
March at 7pm. Our Annual District Church Meeting will be before Easter this year, on Monday 4 April at 7pm. We 
plan to hold both these meetings in-person in church. Any change in whether these meetings can take place in 
person would be advised as soon as possible. The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be on Thursday 28 April at 
7pm at St Helen’s, in the South Aisle. 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER Only one service is planned this year. Covid restrictions permitting, this will be held at the 
Salvation Army hall in West St Helen Street on the 4 March at 2.30.pm. Creche care can be arranged by contacting 
Debra McKnight on 07896860381. The service this year has been prepared by EWNI (England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland; Scotland has its own WDP organisation). The overarching theme of the service is HOPE.  
TARIRO Fr Nicolas writes of his recent visit to Zimbabwe. “Many of you will know that my last visit to Zimbabwe, 
intended to last three weeks actually lasted eight because of Covid! This was in some ways a nuisance, in many ways 
a great pleasure, and gave me the chance to see more of the young people than I would otherwise have done. It also 
gave me more chance to work with the leadership of Tariro in Zimbabwe, particularly Fr Mutasa and Edwin Komayi 
and to see how the various Tariro projects are drawing together and making decisions for themselves. It was very 
encouraging. Tariro has a future in Zimbabwe because the present leaders, and also the young people growing up, 
care so much to make it work. For me it is the individual youngsters that really make this work so exciting. Lamech is 
very happy doing an excellent course on agriculture and can now talk in a really informed way about how agriculture 
in Zimbabwe needs to take account of climate change. Takudzwa, working for a degree in water engineering is also 
one of those who has to think of how to bring water effectively to places like his own dry area of Shurugwi. Then 
there is Joram who was abandoned by his grandparents after years of abuse and is now settling in with the sisters at 
St Francis and doing well enough in school to give hope that he may get into a good boarding school next year. As a 
result of Covid many churches are really short of money. I am touched at how many have still managed to send us 
some support. So have many individuals. Please keep it up and encourage friends and family to do so as well. Every 
little helps. Most of our donations come in as little ones and, added up, make for big things.” 
TARIRO SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE Fr George CR has reactivated his sponsored bike ride, postponed from 2020 
because of the pandemic. Fr Nicolas writes: “It was always intended to focus on our wonderful Anglican saint, Arthur 
Shearly Cripps. Now that we have taken over the Home named after him this has added significance. At the end of 
April, Fr George will cycle from Ford End in Essex where Fr Cripps was Vicar before going to Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe) in 1902, to St Barnabas, Tunbridge Wells, where he was brought up.” The Donate link is: 
Https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/19744  
CHRIST'S HOSPITAL OF ABINGDON is seeking to appoint a new Governor. Christ's Hospital is the oldest of 
Oxfordshire's charities and dates from 1553. It is controlled by The Master, twelve Governors and support staff 
managed by The Clerk to the Governors. For further details please follow the link on the home page of our web site. 
The closing date for applications is the end of February 2022. 
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GENERAL SYNOD (The Editor writes purely in a personal capacity.) There are links to the recordings and the report of 
proceedings on our Prayer and Worship resources page. The Editor followed a small part of last week’s General 
Synod meeting through the YouTube live-stream/recordings. As a consequence of other commitments he only 
listened to a part of the Governance Review Group Report and the Appointment of the Chair of the Dioceses 
Commission. Readers with an interest in these things should find that the Governance Review Report provides an 
insight into the complexity of the governance of the Church of England, the range of independent bodies within that 
structure (and how they are held accountable by other bodies such as the Charity Commission), the reasons why 
change is desirable and the complexity of making change. As one might expect any governance review is drawn to 
questions about the nature of the church and the power and authority of bishops, plus difficult questions about 
accountability and independence. There was agreement by Synod to progress to the next stage of this process, 
which is not the same as saying that the proposed changes to “reduce the number of the national governance 
entities by merging the oversight of most of the Church’s national activities into a single body” are approved. One 
suspects far from it. The Appointment of the Chair of the Dioceses Commission demonstrated some of the 
complexity of the church’s structures. The Dioceses Commission is an independent body which “considers proposals 
to change existing provincial or diocesan boundaries; change the number of bishops within a diocese; continue with 
a suffragan bishop’s post after he/she moves on, or retires”. The Chair is appointed by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York provided that the General Synod also approves the appointment as the person appointed is ex 
officio a member of General Synod. General Synod receives an Annual Report from the Commission and you can get 
a flavour of the complexity of relationships from two comments at the end of the 2021 report: “Bishops could help 
the work of the Commission significantly by sharing their diocesan reviews of episcopal ministry. This would enable 
the Commission to update its reference material and understand the long-term plans and intentions of the diocesan 
bishops. Diocesan Secretaries could similarly help the Commission's work by ensuring that the Commission is 
updated with any plans for informal or informal working together schemes that may be developed with 
neighbouring dioceses. This would greatly assist the Commission as it seeks to shape a way forward.” The biggest 
change the Commission has been involved in recently was the re-organisation involving the dioceses of Bradford, 
Wakefield and Ripon leading to the creation of the Diocese of Leeds. As one might expect there were a couple of 
questions from Synod members wanting the Commission to take account of lessons learnt from this and for “the 
church” to ensure the Commission had proper funding for its task. The Archbishop of Canterbury gave a (humorous) 
reply worthy of a junior Sir Humphrey Appleby (of Yes Minister fame) pointing out that whilst these were valid and 
important questions Synod couldn’t tell an independent body to do anything, nor, in this case, the purse-string 
holders to give them more resource. 
The Governance Review did point out that “it is noticeable that there is less and less interest amongst Synod 
members in transacting legislation … the majority of members have become increasingly interested in debates on 
social policy motions where Synod’s powers to influence change are usually expressed in the form of motions 
requesting the governing bodies and Diocesan bodies to take some form of action.” That was certainly borne out in 
this Synod in the debates on Challenging Slavery and Human Trafficking and Persecuted Church in the World. The 
associated motions were carried unanimously with no abstentions.  
A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW It isn't too late to download the February issue from https://www.abingdon-st-
helens.org.uk/DNR/window.php. We are now inviting contributions to the March issue. There is no theme this 
month but you might want to reflect on previous articles or the state of the world, tell us about events that have 
happened or will happen, think about the liturgical season or just send us pictures of spring springing to: 
candle@abingdonparish.org.uk by 26 February. Rob Rutherford 
 

Worship 
 

This Week The celebrants and preachers for the coming weeks are: Fr Paul on 20 February and Fr Paul/ Mrs Beryl 
Clements on 27 February (the limit of the current rota). 
There is one commemoration this week, Polycarp, bishop and martyr, c. 155. 
Polycarp is honoured as one of the first Christian martyrs, having been Bishop of Smyrna on the Adriatic Coast of 
Asia Minor for over forty years when the persecution of Christians began. He was burnt at the stake, at the age of at 
least 86. There is an account of his martyrdom in the form of a letter from eye-witnesses to other churches in the 
area, The Martyrdom of Polycarp. It is the earliest chronicle of a martyrdom outside the New Testament. There is a 
link to an on-line version of a translation of this document by J.B. Lightfoot on our Prayer and Worship resources 
page. 
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Please pray for:  
• Steven and Gavin our bishops, Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 
• the continuing uncertainty of the invasion of the Ukraine;  
• that we remember the truth that we are made in God’s image and see his likeness in all people; 
• that we are comforted in Jesus’ call to not be afraid and that our faith in him may be deepened;  
• Max to be baptized this Sunday, his parents Nicholas and Hannah and his Godparents; 
• the suffering, all who mourn, the recently departed, and all whose year’s mind falls at this time; 
• people living in Gosling Court, Grebe Close, Harding Road and Healey Close. 

 

Eucharistic Lectionary 
 

Sunday Genesis 2, 4b-9, 15-end Ps 65 Revelation 4 Luke 8.22-25 
Mon James 3.13-end Ps 19.7-end  Mark 9.14-29 
Tues James 4.1-10 Ps 55.7-9,24  Mark 9.30-37 
Wed James 4.13-end Ps 49.1-2, 5-10  Mark 9.38-40 
Thur James 5.1-6 Ps 49.12-20  Mark 9.41-end 
Fri James 5.9-12 Ps 103.1-4,8-13  Mark 10.1-12 
Saturday James 5.13-end Ps 141.1-4  Mark 10.13-16 

 

Collect (2nd Sunday before Lent) 
Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and made us in your own image: teach us to 
discern your hand in all your works and your likeness in all your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord. 
Prayer after Communion (2nd Sunday before Lent) 
God our creator, by your gift the tree of life was set at the heart of the earthly paradise, and the bread of life at the 
heart of your Church: may we who have been nourished at your table on earth be transformed by the glory of the 
Saviour’s cross and enjoy the delights of eternity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Some On-line Resources for Worship 
A Church Near You Live Streamed events  
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/live-stream/?tags=Live_stream&diocese=27  
Parish resources page  
http://www.abingdon-st-helens.org.uk/Parish/P_resources.html. 
St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page  
https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
Oxford Cathedral: Livestream events will appear on the cathedral’s YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqz9I9-LbZJAPGtje0gQbbg/videos  
Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise 
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089. Details of services at the facebook page and also at the 
Community web site, https://mirfield.org.uk/community-of-the-resurrection/our-life-and-work/worship/ On 
Sundays Mass starts around 8.10 am, after Matins at 7.30 am. 
Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm (5pm on Fridays). the Sunday Mass is 
live-streamed (usually at 7.30 am, but check the web site), https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/ 


