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26th June 2022 
2nd Sunday after Trinity [revised] 

 
Regular Service Times 

Sundays: Sung Mass, 9.30 am 
Tuesdays: Silent Reflections, last Tuesday of the month (except December) 
Thursdays: Moving into Stillness, Taizé circle dancing with silent interludes, first Thursday 

of the month, 9.45 am to 10.45 am. 
Thursdays Said Mass, 12.30 pm 

 
Contacts 

  

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  (520144) 
Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith (534654) 
  e-mail: paul315smith@btinternet.com 
Churchwardens: Miss Joyce Kelly (533555) 
   (07833 535768) 
  e-mail: joyceekelly@btinternet.com 
  Mrs Louise Heffernan (01235 525412) 
   (07779 650968) 
  e-mail: lheff@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk  
Bookings*: Miss Joyce Kelly (as above) 
Parish Office: The Parish Centre Office is open from Monday to Thursday, 10 am to 1 pm. 
Administrator: During normal working hours phone or leave a message on:  
  Telephone (520144) or 
  Mobile (07395 943957)  
  e-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 
Web site:  https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 

If you would like to receive this pew leaflet electronically, please email pewleaflet@stmichaels-
abingdon.org.uk with the subject line SUBSCRIBE. 

 
Items for inclusion in the next pew leaflet to be sent to  

David Duce by midday on MONDAY 27 June. Telephone 522591 
pewleaflet@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 
[*for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals please contact the Parish Office]  
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2nd Sunday after Trinity 
Fr Paul will not be able to celebrate Mass this Sunday as he is still isolating whilst he recovers. Fr Paul asks that any 
urgent messages be left at the Parish Office on 01235 520144. We wish him well for a speedy recovery. The Revd 
Rosalind Rutherford has kindly agreed to celebrate and preach. We look forward to welcoming her to St Michael’s 
again. 

Cherry picking from the readings this Sunday, in the passage in 1 Kings referring to Elijah 
Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” He looked and there at his head was a cake 
baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank.” 

The passage in Galatians is entitled “The nature of Christian Freedom”. From the passage in Luke’s Gospel: 
“I will follow you but let me first say farewell to those at my home”. Jesus said to him “No one who puts a 
hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

This is a time of year when many clergy are keeping anniversaries of ordination and our thoughts and prayers are 
with them and also those preparing for ordination to the diaconate or priesthood in these coming days. The readings 
this week evoke in the author’s mind thoughts about vocations of all kinds, to ministry lay and ordained, to religious 
life, .. but vocation is more than that. As Rowan Williams put it in his foreword to a recent book entitled Monastic 
Vocation (by the Sisters of the Love of God): “Vocation has to do with saving your soul – not by acquiring a secure 
position of holiness, but by learning to shed the unreality that simply suffocates the very life of the soul. It has to do 
with recognising that my relation with God (and so with everybody) depends absolutely on making the decision to be 
what I am, to answer God’s Word; and doing this without fuss and existentialist drama because what I am is already 
known and loved and accepted in God.” 

The passage from 1 Kings? The memory that sprang to mind on reading that was another book by Rowan 
Williams, The Silence and the Honey Cakes – written around the sayings of the desert fathers and mothers. 

A certain brother came to see Abba Arsenius at Scetis. [A brother from the church took the visitor to Abba 
Arsenius.] When they arrived, they greeted the old man, then sat down, nothing was said. [The visitor asked to see 
Abba Moses – the one who used to be a highwayman.] When they arrived, Abba Moses welcomed them happily 
and enjoyed himself thoroughly with them until they left. The brother asked the visitor which do you like better? 
‘Moses for me!’ he said. One of the fathers overheard this and prayed to God saying “Lord, explain this to me. For 
your sake one of these men runs from human company and for your sake the other receives them with open 
arms.’ Their two large boats floating on the river were shown to him. In one of them sat Abba Arsenius and the 
Holy Spirit of God in complete silence. And in the other boat was Abba Moses with the angels of God: they were all 
eating honey cakes. 
Rowan Williams writes “What could put more clearly the sense of the distinctiveness of vocations? This is why 

inattention is such a problem in the context of desert communities, insensitivity to the real differences in people’s 
callings and giftings. Silence and honey cakes are not competing achievements to be marked out of ten. Such anxiety 
as there is in the story belongs with the visitor who can’t quite cope with Arsenius’s austerity and the eavesdropping 
monk who can’t see how to reconcile the two styles: there is no hint that Moses or Arsenius lost any sleep over their 
diversity.” David Duce 
PAM KINNAIRD RIP Pam died in hospital on Tuesday 14 June. Pam and Fr Keith came to Abingdon in 1978 when Fr 
Keith was appointed priest-in-charge of St Michael’s where they remained until 1982 when they moved to 
Sunningwell and Radley, then Shoreham and finally Caversham before moving to Wantage when Fr Keith retired in 
2007. It was a real pleasure to welcome Pam and Fr Keith back to Abingdon earlier this year and a sadness that Pam 
should have died so soon afterwards. Many will remember Pam’s own ministry at St Michael’s, especially amongst 
those with young families. One of the contributors to our 150th anniversary book As it was in the beginning … wrote 
“We moved to Abingdon in February 1981 … We were pleasantly surprised to find there were several churches in 
town and our initial plan was to try them all out before deciding which to attend. However, very shortly after 
moving-in I was invited to a coffee morning at which I met Pam Kinnaird who was full of local knowledge (like where 
to get the best haircut) and told me about the pram service led by Fr Keith on Thursday mornings at St Michael’s. 
The rest, as the saying goes, is history.” There are many in our congregation who will treasure similar memories of 
the warmth of Pam’s welcome and the quiet way in which she provided practical help and support. . We extend our 
condolences to Fr Keith and their family. Pam’s funeral requiem will be at St Michael’s on Friday 15 July at 11.30 am. 
May she rest in peace.  David Duce 
DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE Due to other commitments, the deadline for copy for the next issue of the pew 
leaflet is Monday 27 June. David Duce 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP AT ST HELEN’S CHURCH  
St Helen’s will live-stream their 10.30 am Eucharist through Zoom. The Zoom link is available from the Parish 
Administrator. A recording of the sermon (audio and video) will be made available after the service on the St Helen’s 
web site (try https://abingdonparish.org.uk/StH/StH_publications.html). 
CANON CHARLES MASHEDER is celebrating 50 years of ordained ministry. Sadly, due to illness, the Eucharist planned 
for at 3pm in St Helen's Church on Saturday 2 July had to be postponed. We wish Canon Charles a speedy recovery to 
full-health. 
SILENT REFLECTIONS will be on Tuesday 28 June at 7.30 pm. Entry will be through the North door (opposite Albert 
Park). Final prayers will be at 8.30 pm and refreshments will be available. Sue Scott will be providing materials on the 
theme: Acceptance. A copy will be emailed to all those on our list, and made available on the Prayer and Worship 
Resources page of St Michael's website. Paper copies will be available in church. All are welcome. 
MOVING INTO STILLNESS: circle dancing to Taizé music with silent interludes. Thursday 7 July from 9.45 – 10.45 am, 
before the regular circle dancing session at 11 am. Elizabeth Mitchell will be the teacher. No prior 
experience/partner needed. Tea and coffee will be provided. 
ABINGDON PASSION PLAY: FUNDRAISING EVENT Abingdon Passion Play (APP) are holding a ‘tea party’ at St 
Ethelwold’s House, East St Helens Street on SUNDAY 26 June 2022 from 3 pm till 5.30 pm. Tickets are £8 available 
on-line at https://www.abingdonpassionplay.co.uk/ or at The Bookstore in Abingdon and on the door. Enquiries to 
John Clare on 01235 525898. All welcome. Proceeds will go towards the next APP production. [Apology: last week’s 
pew leaflet inadvertently announced Saturday 26 June, the date was right, the day of the week was wrong. Ed.] 
THE VINCENT STRUDWICK LECTURE Wednesday 29 June, 5:30pm, refreshments 5pm, The Hub, Kellogg College, 
Oxford and online. His Excellency Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti, Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain, on Religion and 
Diplomacy in Europe Today. The event is free. For more details and registration see 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/vincent-strudwick-lecture-2022religion-and-diplomacy-in-europe-today-tickets-352808137637. Canon 
Vincent Strudwick is an Honorary Fellow of Kellogg College and is a British theologian and educationalist. The Vincent 
Strudwick Lecture is held in honour of his work and features eminent theologians. 
THE ALBERT PARK SINGERS are giving a Summer Concert on Friday 1 July at 7pm in St Michael’s followed by 
refreshments. All are welcome. The programme includes songs from the shows, pop and classical tunes. Admission is 
free, donations will be invited in memory of Anna Silvester, founding member of Albert Park Singers. 
https://albertparksingers.wordpress.com/  
MOTHERS’ UNION The next talk will be on Tuesday 5 July at 10.30am in the Parish Centre when the Revd Dr Charles 
Miller will speak on Henri Matisse. Everyone is welcome. 
WALSINGHAM There will be a Mass of Thanksgiving in the Shrine Church on Wednesday 6 July at 12 noon to mark 
the 100th Anniversary of the Shrine. Fr Hope Patten was appointed vicar of Walsingham in 1921 and a new statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham was set up in the Parish Church in 1922. Regular pilgrimages followed. 
CiA INTER-CHURCH QUIZ: The Peachcroft Christian Centre will be holding the postponed quiz on Friday 15 July 2022, 
7 pm. Further details are awaited. (Source:  CiA News – June 2022). 
GUIDED RETREAT: THE WISDOM OF TREES Saturday 16 July, Ripon College Cuddesdon. A day to focus on Biblical 
reflections on the environment and our relationship with it, based on the book Green Reflections: Biblical inspiration 
for sustainable living by Margaret Hodson, the retreat leader. She is Director of Theology and Education at The John 
Ray Initiative and Associate Vicar of the Shill Valley and Broadshire Benefice and was previously Chaplain of Jesus 
College, Oxford. Price £30 to include lunch.  For more details and on-line booking form see 
https://www.rcc.ac.uk/study-centre/retreats/quiet-days/guided-retreat-wisdom-trees. 
THE OXFORD CENTRE FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH is hosting what is described as ‘an unusual event’ at St Michael’s at 
the North Gate, Oxford from 5.30 to 7.00 pm on Wednesday 27 July 2022. Entitled 'An Evening about Elvis Presley, 
his faith and religious music,' the event will be led by Revd Anthony Buckley, the Vicar, who has been a lifelong fan of 
Elvis. It will include music from Elvis' religious songs, courtesy PPL/PRS, the music licensing organisation. The event 
will end with drinks and nibbles. The event will not be recorded. For more details and to sign up for a ticket see 
https://www.ocsg.uk.net/events/evening-about-elvis-his-faith-and-religious-music Tickets are only available in 
advance, not at the door. 
THE DOG WALKERS' CAFE needs more volunteers, particularly of people to act as welcomers and stewards. This is 
especially necessary for wet days when we come into church. Please see Hilary if you can help. 
A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW The June issue of the Parish magazine is available to download if you have not yet done 
so! Do read, give feedback and consider contributing to the next issue in mid-July! 
https://abingdonparish.org.uk/P_window.php Previous issues are also available at this location. Rob Rutherford 
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Worship 
 

This Week The celebrants and preachers (at the time of writing) until the end of July are: 26 June, The Reverend 
Rosalind Rutherford, 3 July The Revd Dr Charles Miller, 10 July The Revd David and Mrs Gwen Bevington, 17 and 24 
July Canon Charles Masheder. 
Wednesday is the festival of Peter and Paul, Apostles (though the calendar provides an option to celebrate Peter 
alone). Commemorations include Monday: Cyril, bishop, teacher of the faith, 444; Tuesday: Irenaeus, bishop, teacher 
of the faith, c. 200; Friday: Henry, John and Henry Venn, priests, evangelical divines, 1797, 1813, 1873. 
Ukraine We are encouraged by Fr Paul to light a candle by the reserved sacrament and pray the prayer for Ukraine 
from Archbishops Justin and Stephen. The prayer, which can be used at any time, is reproduced below. 

God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. 
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their 
decisions. 
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold and protect them. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen. 

Peter and Paul, Apostles From a sermon of St Augustine: 
This day has been made holy by the martyrdom of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul. We are, therefore, not 
talking about some obscure martyrs. For as Scripture says, “Their voice has gone forth to all the world, and their 
message to the ends of the earth.” These martyrs realised what they taught: they followed the path of integrity, 
they confessed the truth, and they died for it. … 

Both apostles share the same feast day, for these two were one, even though they were martyred on different 
days. Peter went ahead. Paul followed. Let our way, then, be made straight in the Lord. It is a narrow, stony, hard 
road we tread; and yet with so many gone before us, we find the way smoother. The Lord himself trod this way, 
the unshakeable apostles and the holy martyrs likewise. So let us celebrate this feast day made holy by the blood 
of these two apostles. Let us embrace their faith, their life, their labours, their sufferings, their preaching, and 
their teaching. 

Irenaeus succeeded Pothinus as Bishop of Lyon in 177 and is best known for his refutation of Gnosticism, a 
missionary for the gospel and a theologian. In essence he contended against the mythological, unhistorical beliefs of 
the Gnostics, which were prominent around the middle of the second century, giving positive value to the full 
humanity of the incarnate Christ, and affirmed the public teaching role of the episcopate to combat false doctrine. 
The following passages are abridged from Adalbert Hamman’s book How to Read the Church Fathers. 

Faced with the allegations from various forms of Gnosticism, Irenaeus confined himself to what had been given 
through the Bible and the gospel teaching, received from the apostles and handed on by the rule of faith, a kind 
of resumé of essential truths. He affirmed unity: one God, one Christ, one humankind, one church, one faith. 

True gnosis [a Greek word meaning knowledge] teaches us not about the very mystery of God but about the 
creation, the work of his love for humankind, what Irenaeus, following St Paul, calls the economy (the 
organisation), i.e. the divine plan which works through the history of salvation. The plan has its origin in the 
Trinity and leads humankind from its creation to its glorification in the vision of God. 

… The economy of Christ is accomplished by the economy of the Spirit. The unction of the Spirit flows down 
from the Messiah over the whole body of the church and over each of its members. The Spirit dwells there and 
enfolds the church in its perfume: ‘Where the church is, there the Spirit is; where the Spirit is, there is the 
church.’ 

The faith sown in us, raises us in love and leads humankind to the vision of God. The eucharist is the last stage 
in the history of salvation. When consecrated, the bread and the wine, fruits of the earth, are the surge of the 
whole creation as it flows back to the Father from whom all gifts come. They celebrate thanksgiving and 
expectation, what is already present and the ripening of promises. 

 
Please pray for:  

• Steven and Gavin our bishops, Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 
• the people of Afghanistan especially those affected by the recent earthquake; 
• our Churchwardens, Joyce and Louise, who will be sworn in on Monday 27 June;  
• Canon Charles Masheder celebrating 50 years of ordained ministry and for all clergy celebrating significant 

anniversaries at this time; 
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• for those to be ordained to the diaconate at Christ Church Cathedral on Saturday 2 July by the Bishop of 
Oxford and deacons preparing for ordination to the priesthood; 

• the suffering, all who mourn, the recently departed, and all whose year’s mind falls at this time; 
• the residents, their relatives, and staff of Old Station House and other care/nursing homes in the town; 
• people living in Ock Mews, Ock Mill Close, Ock Street and Old Station Yard. 

 

Eucharistic Lectionary 
 

2nd Sunday of Trinity 1 Kings 19.5-16, 19-end Ps 16 Galatians 5.1, 13-25 Luke 9.51-end 
Mon Amos 2.6-10; 13-end Ps 50.16-23  Matthew 8.18-22 
Tues 
 

Amos 3.1-8, 4.11-12 Ps 5.8-end  Matthew 8.23-27 

Wed: 
Peter and Paul 

Zechariah 4.1-6a, 10b-end Ps 125 Acts 12.1-11 Matthew 16.13-19 

Thur Amos 7.10-end Ps 19.7-10  Matthew 9.1-8 
Fri 
 

Amos 8.4-6, 9-12 Ps 119.1-8  Matthew 9.9-13 

Sat Amos 9.11-end Ps 85.8-end  Matthew 9.14-17 
 

Collect (2nd Sunday of Trinity)  
Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without love are nothing worth: send your Holy Spirit and pour into our 
hearts that most excellent gift of love, the true bond of peace and of all virtues, without which whoever lives is 
counted dead before you. Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake,… Amen. 
Post Communion (2nd Sunday of Trinity)  
Loving Father, we thank you for feeding us at the supper of your Son: sustain us with your Spirit, that we may serve 
you here on earth until our joy is complete in heaven, and we share in the eternal banquet with Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Collect (Peter and Paul) 
Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified you in their death as in their life: grant that your 
Church, inspired by their teaching and example, and made one by your Spirit, may ever stand firm upon the one 
foundation, Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
Some On-line Resources for Worship 
A Church Near You Live Streamed events  
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/live-stream/?tags=Live_stream&diocese=27  
Parish resources page (Look under St Helen’s Church, Publications and downloads) 
http://www.abingdonparish.org.uk/  
St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page  
https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
Oxford Cathedral: Livestream events will appear on the cathedral’s YouTube channel, see 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqz9I9-LbZJAPGtje0gQbbg  
Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise 
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089. Details of services at the facebook page and also at the 
Community web site, https://mirfield.org.uk/community-of-the-resurrection/our-life-and-work/worship/ On 
Sundays Mass starts around 8.10 am, after Matins at 7.30 am.  
Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm (5pm on Fridays). the Sunday Mass is 
live-streamed (usually at 7.30 am, but check the web site), https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/. 


