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14th August 2022 
The Blessed Virgin Mary / 9th Sunday after Trinity 

 
Regular Service Times 

Sundays: Sung Mass, 9.30 am 
Tuesdays: Silent Reflections, last Tuesday of the month (except December) 
Thursdays: Moving into Stillness, Taizé circle dancing with silent interludes, first Thursday 

of the month, 9.45 am to 10.45 am. 
Thursdays Said Mass, 12.30 pm 

 
Contacts 

  

Team Rector: The Revd Dr Charles Miller  (520144) 
Team Vicar: The Revd Paul Smith 
  On sabbatical. For Pastoral Care matters please contact the Churchwardens 
Churchwardens: Miss Joyce Kelly (533555) 
   (07833 535768) 
  e-mail: joyceekelly@btinternet.com 
  Mrs Louise Heffernan (01235 525412) 
   (07779 650968) 
  e-mail: lheff@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk  
Bookings*: Miss Joyce Kelly (as above) 
Parish Office: The Parish Centre Office is open from Monday to Thursday, 10 am to 1 pm. 
Administrator: During normal working hours phone or leave a message on:  
  Telephone (520144) or 
  Mobile (07395 943957)  
  e-mail: administrator@sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 
Web site:  https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 

 

If you would like to receive this pew leaflet electronically, please email pewleaflet@stmichaels-
abingdon.org.uk with the subject line SUBSCRIBE. 

 
Items for inclusion in the next pew leaflet to be sent to  
David Duce by midday on Tuesday. Telephone 522591 

pewleaflet@stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk 
 

[*for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals please contact the Parish Office]  
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Welcome – Festival of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
We had hoped to welcome Canon Charles Masheder to preside and preach at Mass today. Unfortunately he is still 
recovering from his recent illness and instead we are delighted to welcome the Revd David Bevington to preside and 
Mrs Gwen Bevington to preach. We send our prayers and best wishes to Charles for his recovery. 
This is the second Sunday in August in which a festival from an adjacent day (in this case Monday 15 August), the 
festival of The Blessed Virgin Mary, is translated to the Sunday. 
The gospel reading is Luke 1.46-55, Mary’s Song of Praise which follows the account of her visit to Elizabeth: “And 
Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord …’”. The second reading is Galatians 4.4-7 “When the time had come, God 
sent his Son, born of a woman, …”. The lectionary presents a choice for the first reading. The reading that will be 
read in church is Revelation 11.19-12.6, 10, The Woman and the Dragon, which includes the verse “… a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant, …”. 
The dragon has been described as a new image of ultimate evil and the woman as the people of God (both Israel and 
the church) though other interpretations associate the woman with Mary. The alternative first reading, Isaiah 61.10-
end (from a section entitled The Good News of Deliverance), “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall 
exalt in my God; …” is echoed in Mary’s Song of Praise. 
HYMNS Do you have hymns that you would like to see included in our Sunday worship? There will be a sign-up sheet 
in church where you may record your suggestions suitable for general use over the next two to three months. It isn’t 
possible to guarantee that all nominated hymns will be included, but this will be done where possible. Hilary Clare 
SUNDAY WORSHIP AT ST HELEN’S CHURCH  
St Helen’s will live-stream their 10.30 am Eucharist through Zoom. The Zoom link is available from the Parish 
Administrator. A recording of the sermon (audio and video) will be made available after the service on the St Helen’s 
web site (https://abingdonparish.org.uk/StH/StH_publications.html). 
MORNING PRAYER at 9.15 am on weekdays at St Helen’s Church ceased on Monday 1 August and will resume on 
Monday 5 September. 
CHRISTIAN AID SUMMER AFTERNOON TEA Sunday 14 August, 2.30pm: the Christian Aid Task Group invites you to 
join them for Afternoon Tea in the garden of St Ethelwold’s House between 2.30 and 4.00 pm. Cream scones and 
cake will be served and donations will be invited for the work of Christian Aid with some of the poorest communities 
of the World. 
CHILDREN HEARD AND SEEN is a charity that the MU have been supporting for several years. They help families 
affected by imprisonment. From 19-21 August they are having a residential weekend at Hill End Camp near Cumnor 
for 200 attendees, most of whom are children. Abingdon MU have been asked to provide cakes, which is a big Ask! 
We need help with this from all the congregations in the parish. If you are willing to make some cakes, I will need to 
have them by 18 August. For more information and offers of cake, please contact Elizabeth Dawson (526415, 
e.m.dawson.15@outlook.com) and see my article in the latest edition of A Candle in the Window. Your support 
would be much appreciated. Elizabeth Dawson 
FUNDRAISING EVENT – PIANO RECITAL, SUNDAY 21 AUGUST, 3PM Date for your diary. Mami Shikimori, local 
professional concert pianist is coming to St Michael’s to give a concert. The programme will include old favourites 
such as Beethoven’s “Appassionata” sonata, Tchaikovsky’s “Chanson Triste”, and Gershwin’s “I Got Rhythm”. Her 
playing has been described as "Exquisite" by the Sunday Times, and "Sheer Delight" and "Dazzling" by the BBC Music 
Magazine. Proceeds will go to church funds and charities TAB and Tariro. Please do come along and bring your family 
and friends. Tickets are £12 for adults and free for children, available from The Bookstore, Bury Street, Abingdon, or 
from myself or Louise Heffernan. Refreshments will be provided and FREE PARKING. (St Michael’s can now accept 
debit/credit card payments for church donations or church events.) Nicola Ng  
RIDE AND STRIDE 2022 Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust's annual sponsored Ride & Stride will be on Saturday 10 
September. Louise and Nicola are willing to cycle on the day so please be generous in sponsoring them. Half the 
money raised comes to St Michael's. Julie Woodley also needs help on the day to welcome visitors to our church and 
provide drinks. Please speak to Julie if you can help. Thank you. 
ST MICHAEL'S CHRISTMAS FAIR 2022 Our major fundraising event is to be held on Saturday 12 November. Please 
save this date. We are looking for volunteers to help with the running of stalls including cakes, plants, bric-a-brac, 
raffle, bottles, books, and our usual refreshments. Your help would be gratefully received and will be important in 
ensuring the success of this important event. Please contact Louise or Nicola if you're able to assist. 
A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW The July edition of the Parish Magazine 'A Candle in the Window' is available to 
download from https://abingdonparish.org.uk/P_window.php Previous issues are also available at this location. The 
usual rich mixture! The next issue will be published in September. Rob Rutherford 
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Worship 
 

This Week The celebrants and preachers until the end of August are: 14 August The Revd David Bevington/ Mrs 
Gwen Bevington, 21 August The Revd Elizabeth Birch, 28 August The Revd Dr Charles Miller. 
As noted above we are keeping the festival of the Blessed Virgin Mary (translated from 15 August). 
Commemorations this week are Saturday: Bernard, abbot, teacher of the faith, 1153 and William and Catherine 
Booth, founders of the Salvation Army. There are links to material about some of these people, and the festival of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary on our Prayer and Worship resources page. 
Ukraine We are encouraged by Fr Paul to light a candle by the reserved sacrament and pray the prayer for Ukraine 
from Archbishops Justin and Stephen. The prayer, which can be used at any time, is reproduced below. 

God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. 
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their 
decisions. 
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold and protect them. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen. 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY From 1561 the calendar of the Church of England contained five feasts associated with 
the Virgin Mary: Conception, Nativity, Annunciation, Visitation, and Purification/Presentation. There wasn’t a feast 
on 15 August. The Common Worship calendar nowadays includes, in date order, four “red letter” festivals: The 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple (2 February), Annunciation (25 March), The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to 
Elizabeth (31 May), The Blessed Virgin Mary (15 August) and two lesser festivals Birth (8 September) and Conception 
(8 December). The title of the 15 August festival does not include reference to any particular aspect of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. The collect refers to God choosing her to be the mother of his only Son and petitions that we “may 
share with her in the glory of your eternal kingdom”. In the Roman Catholic Church the festival is entitled The 
Assumption of Mary into Heaven, and in the Orthodox Church the Dormition, or Falling Asleep of the Mother of God. 
One liturgist describes this as a neat way of avoiding the difficult issue of the assumption. 

The discussion below is biased more to the Orthodox position than other positions. It seems that a feast of Mary, 
a celebration of Mary Theotokos (God-bearer) was documented in a fifth century Armenian lectionary, though there 
are no conclusive arguments for the choice of date. It is perhaps fair to say that how churches view the feast 
depends on how they see the relationship between Scripture and Tradition. From the end of the fifth century texts 
concerning Mary’s death and Assumption into heaven began to circulate. These texts began to influence the 
liturgical tradition of Orthodox churches, including hymns and other music. There are also sets of lives of the Mother 
of God that were written between the seventh and tenth centuries. Even if some texts were not believed to have 
apostolic origins, they were judged to be consistent in some sense with biblical revelation. One modern scholar who 
has explored the early traditions about the end of Mary’s life is Stephen Shoemaker. He calls one group of traditions 
‘the Palm of the Tree of Life’. Mary is given a palm from the Tree of Life as she prays on the Mount of Olives. She 
returns home, the apostles are miraculously transported to her bedside. As she prepares for death, Christ arrives in a 
company of angels. He receives her soul and passes it to the Archangel Michael. Her body is carried to a tomb that 
has been prepared near the Garden of Gethsemane, and after three days the tomb is found to be empty. Her body 
has been assumed into heaven. Other texts, including homilies from the eighth and nineth centuries are more 
circumspect. It has been suggested that preachers such as Andrew of Crete (d. 740) and John of Damascus (d. 749) 
were concerned more to express the mystery surrounding these events. 

The scholar Mary Cunningham in her book Gateway of Life – Orthodox Thinking on the Mother of God writes: 
“Orthodox writers tend to speak of the Mother of God by means of typological and poetic imagery rather than 
discursive language. Mary is surrounded by mystery: her life was shrouded in silence for several centuries after her 
death; she spoke rarely, according to both Biblical and apocryphal sources; and her role in the incarnation remains a 
deep mystery that is beyond human comprehension.” She notes that Orthodox iconographical traditions use dark 
colours to portray Mary’s death in midst of the apostles with Christ receiving her soul that resembles a swaddled 
infant. Western paintings tend to depict her ascending, often magnificently dressed, into heaven. She also writes 
that the real divergence between the main doctrinal positions is the desire of some to elucidate the doctrine 
surrounding these events as opposed to the Orthodox perspective for mystery that is beyond explanation. 

Finally, a quotation from the Anglican priest, Hugh Wybrew, taken from his book, Orthodox Feasts of Christ and 
Mary: 

… the dormition of the Mother of God is not about her entry into glory alone, but shows us the destiny God 
intends for the whole human race. The divine plan of salvation, whose first beginnings were seen in the birth of 
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the Virgin, has now come to fruition in her passing from death to life. If the risen Christ is ‘the first fruits of those 
who have died’ (1 Cor. 15.20), Mary is the first who has been ‘made alive in Christ’ (1 Cor 15.22). So we can 
understand her entry into glory as the pledge of our own participation in the eternal life won for us by the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is the pledge, too, of the healing of all creation, destined to be transfigured by 
the creative and redemptive suffering love of God in Christ. 

Please pray for:  
• Steven and Gavin our bishops, Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 
• Fr Paul on sabbatical and for all those who assist in his absence; 
• the Salvation Army in Abingdon and Captain Alexandra Devine; 
• the candidates standing for election as the next leader of the Conservative Party who will be our new Prime 

Minister and for the electorate; 
• areas of the world where there is war, conflict and tension, and regions affected by famines, energy and 

economic crises; 
• students awaiting A level results on Thursday; 
• the suffering, all who mourn, the recently departed, and all whose year’s mind falls at this time; 
• people living in Schongau Close, Shepherd Gardens, Sherwood Avenue and Sint Niklaas Close. 

Eucharistic Lectionary 
 

Sun Revelation 11.19-12.6, 10 Ps 45.10-end Galations 4.4-7 Luke 1.46-55 
Mon  Ezekiel 24.15–24 Ps 78.1-8  Matthew 19.16-22 
Tues Ezekiel 28.1-10 Ps 107.1-3, 40, 43  Matthew 19.23-end 
Wed Ezekiel 34.1-11 Ps 23  Matthew 20.1-16 
Thur Ezekiel 36.23-28 Ps 51.7-12  Matthew 22.1-14 
Fri Ezekiel 37.1-14 Ps 107.1-8  Matthew 22.34-40 
Sat Ezekiel 43.1-7 Ps 85.7-end  Matthew 23.1-12 

 

Collect (The Blessed Virgin Mary)  
Almighty God, who looked upon the lowliness of the Blessed Virgin Mary and chose her to be the mother of your 
only Son: grant that we who are redeemed by his blood may share with her in the glory of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, ... Amen. 
Post Communion (The Blessed Virgin Mary)  
God most high, whose handmaid bore the Word made flesh: we thank you that in this sacrament of our redemption 
you visit us with your Holy Spirit and overshadow us by your power; strengthen us to walk with Mary the joyful path 
of obedience and so to bring forth the fruits of holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Collect (9th Sunday after Trinity)  
Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your Church: open our hearts to the riches of your 
grace, that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, ... Amen. 
Some On-line Resources for Worship 
A Church Near You Live Streamed events  
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/live-stream/?tags=Live_stream&diocese=27  
Parish resources page (Look under St Helen’s Church, Publications and downloads) 
http://www.abingdonparish.org.uk/  
St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page  
https://www.stmichaels-abingdon.org.uk/worship_resources.htm 
Oxford Cathedral: Livestream events will appear on the cathedral’s YouTube channel, see 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqz9I9-LbZJAPGtje0gQbbg  
Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise 
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089. Details of services at the facebook page and also at the 
Community web site, https://mirfield.org.uk/community-of-the-resurrection/our-life-and-work/worship/ On 
Sundays Mass starts around 8.10 am, after Matins at 7.30 am.  
Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm (5pm on Fridays). the Sunday Mass is 
live-streamed (usually at 7.30 am, but check the web site), https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/. 


