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We are in the Season of Advent – the four Sundays leading up to Christmas. 
The colour is purple, and more sombre, because we watch and wait for Christ’s 
Second Coming to be our Judge. The tone of our worship is in contrast to the 
bright celebration of Christmas. In Advent (meaning coming), we pray 
intentionally for the coming of God’s Kingdom.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The text for the service is from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England 
© The Archbishops’ Council, 2000 and Festivals, © The Archbishops’ Council, 2008. 
Church Copyright Licence 244133. 
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THE GATHERING 
 

Priest In the name of the + Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
 

The Greeting 
 

Priest The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 

Introduction 
 

¶ The priest offers an informal welcome to the congregation and 
introduces the service. 
 

The Advent Wreath 
 

¶ The first candle of the Advent Wreath is lit. The priest invites us to 
prayer.  
 

Priest Let us pray 
 

 Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our 
ancestors: to you be praise and glory for ever. You 
called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith and 
to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment. 
May we be obedient to your call and be ready and 
watchful to receive your Christ, a lamp to our feet 
and a light to our path; for you are our light and our 
salvation. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Priest When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the 

things now hidden in darkness, and will disclose the 
purposes of the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ 
let us confess our sins. 
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Heavenly Father, 
you have created a universe of light: 
forgive us when we return to darkness. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, 
you are the light of the world: 
cleanse and heal our blinded sight. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All  Christ, have mercy. 
 

Holy Spirit, 
you give us light in our hearts: 
renew us in faith and love. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 
 

¶ The priest then pronounces the absolution. 
 

Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you,  
+ pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in 
life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

\ 



 

3 

The Collect 
 

Priest Let us pray 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works 
of darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in 
the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus 
Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last 
day, when he shall come again in his glorious 
majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may 
rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

The Reading 
 

¶ A portion of Scripture appointed for the day is read. At the end of 
the reading, the reader may say 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel Reading 
 

¶ The priest’s acclamation heralds the Gospel reading: 
 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight, and all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God. 

All Alleluia. 
 

¶ When the Gospel is announced the priest says: 
 

The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
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 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Mark. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
¶ At the end of the Gospel: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you O Christ. 
 

The Sermon 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 
Priest Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 
 the one for whom we exist? 
All We believe and trust in him. 
 

Priest Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
 

Priest Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known to the world? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
 

Priest This is the faith of the Church. 
All This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

¶ These responses to the prayers may be used: 
 

 Lord in your mercy 
All Hear our prayer. 

or 
 Lord, hear us. 
All Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

¶ At the end of the prayers, the following may be used: 
 

 Merciful Father, 
All Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

The Peace 
 

¶ The Peace is introduced in these words: 
 

 In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from 
on high shall break upon us, to give light to those 
who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All And also with you. 
 

¶ Please do not share the peace with physical touch, or move closer 
to those around you. However, please offer one another a sign of 
peace with a warm smile, nod or bow, and with the words ‘peace be 
with you,’ ‘the peace of the Lord,’ or similar. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 
All And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks  
and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For when he humbled himself to come among us 
in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the 
foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
And so we join our voices with angels  
and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory 
for ever praising you and saying: 

 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died  
he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of 
salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All Christ has died: Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again. 
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Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with [N and] all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours 
O loving Father, 
for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Priest  Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has 

taught us, 
 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

¶ The priest breaks the consecrated bread and says 
 

Priest We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, because we 

all share in one bread. 
 

¶ The priest invites us to receive Holy Communion. 
 

Priest Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world. Blessed are those who are called to his 
supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say 
the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

All Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
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¶ A prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 

Priest Heavenly Father: as we participate with your people 
in these holy mysteries, we pray you now to grant to 
those who seek it your gift of spiritual communion, 
with trust in your faithfulness and your abiding love, 
through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

 

¶ The priest elevates the ciborium and says: 
 

Priest The Body and Blood of Christ. 
All Amen. 
 

¶ We then receive Holy Communion SILENTLY in one kind only. 
 

Prayer after Communion  
 

¶ Silence is kept. The priest says: 
 

Priest Let us pray. 
 

Priest O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us 
faithful as we await the coming of your Son our 
Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us 
sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in 
his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

All Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
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The Sending Out 
 

¶ Announcements and notices for the week are given. 
 

¶ The priest says this blessing: 
 

Priest Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, and 
make you ready to meet him when he comes in 
glory; and the blessing of God almighty, the + 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

¶ The priest dismisses the people with the words, 
 

Priest Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 


