
CHURCH IN ABINGDON 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:  

Prayer Sheets for suggested daily contemplation and prayer 17-21 January 2022 
 

Monday 17 Jan 2022   Theme: Working with youth 

A: General intro to theme by Revd Charles Masheder, St Helen’s Church 

Bible verse:  

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, 
in love, in faith and in purity.                                                                                                                       1 Timothy 4: 12 (NIV) 

Thought for the day: 

The biggest insult we can pay to children and young people in our churches is to speak of them as ‘the church of 
tomorrow’. They are integral to our congregations of today and, by their gifts of being who they are, have much to 
teach us about their understandings of faith and of the love of God, even if these are challenging.  (Similarly, those 
who are at the other end of the age spectrum have insights which need to be shared.) The Body of Christ should be 
equally inclusive of all ages, young and old. 

Prayers: 

Loving Father, your Son Jesus, as a baby of 40 days old, was taken to the Temple and hailed by the aged Simeon and 
Anna as the promised Messiah. Help us like them to see in those who are young your loving presence in their lives 
that as we seek to help guide and support them on their journey of faith, we may likewise be ready and open to learn 
from them. We ask this is in the name of Jesus. Amen 

Father, we pray for all young people in our churches, and for those who have been called and gifted to minister to 
them, that the seeds of faith sown may continue to grow and flourish in them as they move forward in faith. Help us 
and them to bring other young people to know your love – this too we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

B. Representative group – TrinityLearning - presentation by Nicola Williams  
COVID 19 has resulted in an increased demand for ‘well-being’ support in schools at the same time as it 
has become much more difficult for volunteers to go into schools. As a result, TrinityLearning has developed some 
new projects, such as Toolkit for Happiness, which we hope will help us to utilise volunteers from within school 
communities, such as Larkmead’s sixth form, to help deliver the project to younger pupils.  We have also introduced 
some volunteering opportunities that are possible from home - such as crocheting tiny teddy bears to include in our 
child bereavement packs for adults working with bereaved children. The volunteer activities we have managed to 
restart, such as the Kingfisher Singing Group, are being met with huge enthusiasm and appreciation from both 
children and staff.  

TrinityLearning is planning for an online Experience Easter again this year. This will involve individual child resource 
packs sent out to schools (last year we sent out over 500!) and workshop videos created by our volunteers and 
hosted on our website. We have only been able to redevelop Experience Easter in this way thanks to the ongoing 
support from the Church in Abingdon.  

Prayer requests: Please pray for: 

Ø all those children and adults in Abingdon’s school communities who are struggling with changing and stressful 
circumstances.  

Ø all those who are feeling isolated at home as they are unable to volunteer and serve their local communities in 
the ways they are used to.  

Ø Experience Easter, that we might bring the hope of the Easter story to our local schools.                             Cont. 



B. Representative group presentation by Bea Ellaby of Christ Church 

The youth work in schools has shrunk significantly over the past two years since the pandemic started. The schools 
stopped all visitors, and we also had a big change in youth workers across the churches. In 2018, we had eight paid 
youth workers in Desire (from Abingdon Community Church, Abingdon Vineyard Church, Christ Church, Our Lady and 
St Edmund’s, Thrive, Marcham) but today we have just four paid part-time workers. As a result, we have had to lean 
on God to find his direction for this new season.   
 
We felt called in 2021 to offer the schools a well-being course in place of the usual lunch clubs. We started our first 
one in Fitzharrys School in November 2021 and this is thriving. John Mason has also requested one but we cannot 
provide a team to run it at present.   
 
We have had to postpone the school’s week at Larkmead School this year and we pray for fresh opportunities to 
work with this school and team to support it in 2023.  
 
The young people in the town have been through a significant amount of change and adapted amazingly throughout 
the pandemic.  There has been a significant increase in mental illness among this generation linked to the lockdowns 
and social isolation.  There is also a sense of anxiety around grades being affected by months of online school (or no 
school for those who didn't have devices!) This year’s Year 13s will be writing their first ever exams in an exam hall, 
and until recently there was no guarantee about how exams would run.  
 
On top of this, vulnerable young people who have been shielding continue to miss extremely valuable social 
interactions and have become more isolated as their peers have returned to ‘normality’.  
 
As we have the privilege of working with the young people, we see how much they value adults who care for them, 
pray for them and spend time with them. We have also seen a fresh hunger to explore faith and ask deep questions. 
Without the young people, many of our online services wouldn't have actually happened - they have served 
selflessly and passionately to enable services to happen; manning puppets, filming videos, editing songs, playing in 
bands and managing live streams to name a few. They have loved feeling equal and valued in the church and joyfully 
talk about the serving they're doing. We thank God for the energy, skills and vibrancy they bring to our churches.  
 
Prayer requests: There is much to praise God for the above. Our prayer requests would be for: 
 
Ø a fresh revival of faith and salvation among the next generation 
Ø extending love and hospitality to them as they figure out their place in the world  
Ø new and stronger relationships to form with the schools and for Christian teachers and people of peace to 

provide valuable links for us into the schools 
Ø a renewed sense of urgency within the church that sees youth work as everyone's responsibility - not just the 

paid workers or designated volunteers - for the sake of reaching the next generation with the good news of Jesus 
Ø perseverance and strength for the vulnerable young people and their families still shielding 
Ø a clear sense of God's leading as we seek to work in unity and peace across the churches in Abingdon for the 

sake of the young people and their families 
Ø the successful appointment of a new full-time youth and school’s worker at Abingdon Community Church 

(currently being advertised). 
  



Tuesday 18 Jan 2022   Theme: Working with children & families 

A: General intro to theme by Captain Alex Devine, Salvation Army 

Bible verse:  

Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these. '                                                                                                                                                                       Matthew 19:14 
 
Thought for the day: 
Within our church buildings there are a variety of activities and ministries for children and families, ranging from 
Sunday schools (or the like), messy church, toddler groups, singing groups etc. Our buildings may also be rented out 
to groups for families and children. Although we may not have direct contact with all the families that come into our 
buildings we can specifically pray for these groups, that God will draw these families to Him and that where possible, 
He will use us with our actions and words to shine His light into their lives.  

Prayers: 
We can pray that there will be opportunities for us to share the gospel with not just the children that are young in 
age but also those who are young in faith. How we communicate with these families can have a huge impact in their 
lives; either introducing them to God or encouraging a young believer. 
 
Father God, we pray that within our individual settings, we may be afforded the opportunity to come alongside and 
encourage the children and families in our communities. May they come to know your Love, your Grace and your 
Mercy through our ministry to them. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 
B. Representative group presentation by Joy Clough of the Peachcroft Christian Centre 
As the Children, Young People and Families Leader at the Peachcroft Christian Centre my role involves ministry with 
a wide range of generations. This involves: 

Ø Our relaunched Little Peaches toddler group on a Monday morning.  
Ø A young people’s group from church families on alternate Saturdays which has been meeting throughout the 

pandemic, online and more recently also in person. 
Ø We are currently exploring and developing an intergenerational style of worship on Sunday mornings that is 

interactive and creative in style. Most of our families with younger children attend as well as other church 
members of varying ages. This also presents different challenges currently for the alternate Sundays when a 
slightly more formal service is offered. (We also livestream all services.) 
 

As someone who came into post shortly before the beginning of the pandemic and first lockdown, and being in an 
interdenominational church, I have been aware not only of the challenges of the pandemic for us, but also across the 
denominations as I’ve networked online with different denominations.  

Prayer requests 

Ø Firstly, thanks to God for all the volunteers who have continued to serve or stepped up and who carry much of 
this work. 

Ø For toddler groups in all our churches as we navigate these challenging times, showing love in friendships and 
support, and enabling toddlers to play and be with other toddlers. 

Ø For young people to find friendship and faith in our churches. 
Ø For families - and others in our churches - who have found it difficult to engage with church (for various reasons) 

over the pandemic period and particularly any who have not yet re-engaged in our churches. 
Ø For vision, faith and perseverance for all our churches as we both work through these present times and look 

ahead to how we can support each other and work together across the churches and reach out to families in or 
around all our churches.  



Wednesday 19 Jan 2022   Theme: Admin workers 

A: General intro to theme by Revd Kath Cooke, Christ Church 

Bible verse:  

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.  There are different kinds of service, but the 

same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work… to 

each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good… Now you are the body of Christ, and each 

one of you is a part of it.                                                                                                        1 Corinthians 12: 4-7 & 27 

 

Thought for the day: 

Administrators and those serving behind the scenes are vital in the body of Christ.  The Greek word for 

administration is also the word for the person who steered a ship, having the responsibility to bring the ship safely to 

its destination, through the storms and challenges of a voyage.  Without these people, a ship would struggle to sail 

successfully; and without effective administrators, churches flounder and fail.  Administrators often work in unseen 

ways with great humility and patience serving and using their gifts so that others can flourish and God’s Kingdom can 

grow.  They are great treasures in our churches and need to be valued and appreciated. 

Prayers: 

Loving God, we give you thanks for all administrators and other church staff whose work is unseen.  We ask you to 

bless them with wisdom, patience and refreshing rest, and show us how to encourage them.  May they know the 

reality of this well-known prayer every day: God grant me the Serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, and Wisdom to know the difference. Amen 

B. Representative group presentation by Eluned Hallas of Trinity Church 

Church administrators play a central role in many churches, liaising with a wide variety of people (from diocese leads 
to ministers to stewards to organists to the general public), for varying reasons (organising services, meetings, 
paperwork, people’s access to hired church amenities, providing information and/or advice on request) 
and in varying formats (post, telephone, online),  as well as circulating information, producing leaflets/service 
sheets/posters as needed, and ensuring that policies, stats and anything else are kept up to date and followed. 
Basically, their role is to help others as best as they can and make sure everything runs as smoothly as possible. 
 

Prayer requests: Please pray for: 
  
Ø All those members of the congregation and others with whom administrators are in contact each week – about 

services, weddings, baptisms, funerals, room hire, etc. 
Ø The clergy and lay leaders with whom administrators work. 
Ø All those who rely on receiving weekly notice sheets and services, particularly if these are their only regular 

church-based contact. 
Ø Those for whom online worship opportunities have become a valued resource, and all those in the churches who 

work to allow this. 
Ø Administrators as church workers / volunteers that they may see Christ in, and reflect Christ to, all with whom 

they interact. 
 
  



Thursday 20 Jan 2022   Theme: Community Outreach  

A: General intro to theme by Revd Rebecca Peters, Peachcroft Christian Centre 

Bible verse:  From the Parable of the Good Samaritan  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind 
and love your neighbour as yourself.                                                                                                                     Luke 10: 27 

Thought for the day: 

What do we do with our time? Time is precious. To spend time with someone is to show that we love them. With 
struggling and competing demands from children, older family members and jobs, neighbours and church, it is all too 
easy to live life on a merry-go-round of activity and tasks. There is always someone else that needs our help.  
 
When we read this Bible passage we may be convicted of one more thing to do for someone. However, the passage 
starts with a call to ‘love God first’. When we step aside to spend time with Jesus, he brings peace and calm to our 
busy lives. Jesus didn’t get to heal everyone or minister to the whole country; he did what his Father told him to do. 
Jesus sought to love and obey and please his Father; his identity was in being a loved Son of God. Our first priority 
should be to love God and receive God’s love, and in his love we reach out to those around us. By letting God set our 
daily agenda, we are open to the opportunities he brings our way.  

Prayers: 

Foodbank - We thank you, that you continue to provide all the resources that are needed. We pray for the organisers 
and volunteers. Fill them with your love and be present with them as they serve others. Amen 

Cafes - We thank you for the team of helpers and volunteers that serve in all the church-based cafes - 35 Ock Street, 
The Barns, Cafe Eden. We pray that those who are lonely and those who are struggling might find community and 
support in these places. Amen 

Community outreach - We thank you for those who have a heart and willingness to serve our local communities in 
numerous ways. We pray that you would bless those who support others, through food shopping, befriending 
neighbours, visiting, street pastors and many others. Amen 

 
B. Representative group presentation by Linda King/Stella Hambledon of 35 Ock Street 

35 Ock Street was established by the Abingdon Baptist Church (ABC) as a Church in Abingdon project, to be used to 
serve the community on behalf of the churches and to be on the pavement of the town.  

Ø We have up to 80 volunteers, of whom approximately 50% are from ABC and the other half from the other 
churches and general public.  

Ø We open every day from Monday to Saturday each week.  
Ø We have re-established a listening service to talk and pray with people with needs.  
Ø Several groups use the premises for meetings, including Archway, Dementia Friendly, Craft, and the Volunteer 

Drivers are based here permanently.  
Ø We have regular customers who come in most days to enjoy chats and fellowship in a safe environment.  
Ø Small change donations from customers are collected and sent to the Abingdon Bridge.   
Ø As well as providing fresh food each day for our customers, we sell Traidcraft items and a selection of Christian 

cards and books, in addition to individually made cards for all occasions.  
Ø We see ourselves as a community project and are totally self-financed.  

Prayer requests: Prayers are always welcome for all involved as we continue to provide this Christian service. 

  



Friday 21 Jan 2022   Theme: Working with ‘elders’ 

A: General intro to theme by Revd Ian Millgate, Abingdon Baptist Church 

Bible verse:  

Even to your old age I am he, and to gray hairs I will carry you. I have made, and I will bear; I will carry and will save.                     
                                                                                                                                                                                            Isaiah 46:4 
Thought for the day: 
 
One of my recent Christmas presents was a new mug from my granddaughter (19). Knowing that I regularly visit a 
certain shop she bought the mug, decorated with a spoof of the shop’s logo, bearing the word ‘Oldi’! Of course, this 
was done in fun and love, but sometimes attitudes to those of a more advanced year may seem dismissive and 
disrespectful. I think we are probably less subject to this in Abingdon than in those parts of the country where youth 
and gang culture is rife, and threatening and rude behaviour are common.  

But can such a dismissive attitude be found even in church circles. Understandably, we want to create a place where 
younger people who will carry the faith to the next generation feel comfortable – but let’s ensure it’s not at the cost 
of focussing on youth-friendly things that we detract from the spiritual support that nourishes the faith of those who 
are longer in the tooth, as if they don’t count anymore! 

The Bible teaches respect for the elderly in many places. For example, in ancient Israel there were the ‘Elders at the 
Gates’ – senior members of the community who would be turned to for wisdom, just because of their long 
experience. And honour for parents is included in the Ten Commandments. 1 Timothy 5 specifically says that an 
older man should be treated with respect – older women too! In 2 Timothy, he is directed to the inheritance of faith 
from his grandmother and mother as something to honour. 

All this says plainly that the elderly are important too, and should be those to whom we direct our mission just as 
much as those who are younger. Our mission is to ALL people.  

Prayers: 

Father, today we give thanks for all those initiatives in our Abingdon churches that do reach out to the senior 
generation. We pray that they may be blessed, and that your grace will reach out through them to draw many older 
folk into the circle of your love. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
B. Representative group presentation by Margaret Hancox of Our Lady & St Edmund’s 

Bereavement Support: Our mission is to minister to grieving parishioners and their families through various means of 
support and comfort. The death of a loved one is an intense and painful experience for most people, and grief, the 
normal, natural and necessary response to a significant loss, happens because we love, and because we care. Having 
the right support makes all the difference, and we want to make a difference by reaching out and helping members 
and families through the grief cycle. We do this by: 

Ø Ministering to our grieving parishioners and their families by the gift of our time, hearing their thoughts and 
'sharing' their tears. 

Ø Supporting and consoling them in their loss through prayers. 
Ø If requested, members of the support group will reach out to grieving families through personal visits. 
Ø Sending a card to grieving families if they have left us their contact details; they will be invited to get in touch if 

they wish. 
Ø Offering resources for support through our website or in hard copy if they do not have Internet access.  
Ø At the back of the church, pictures are displayed of those who have died during the year so that people are 

aware and can pray for them and for their families - they are not forgotten.                                                   Cont. 



Ø At the back of the church there is also a bereavement book where people are free to write their thoughts or 
prayers, as well as a form that can be used to request further support from the parish bereavement team.  

Ø We all need to be prepared for our death and to let those who need to, know what a person’s wishes are. We 
have a form for this. 

 
Grief is quite a lonely thing as no words from others are adequate when facing the loss of a loved one, although it 
can be helpful to know that someone cares. The expression of caring will be different from each person,  as we all 
essentially have different personalities - so even in this difficult time, we need to be patient with those who show 
that they care. 
 
Bereavement can be exhausting, leaving the person grieving feeling confused and disoriented. There is no such thing 
as 'normal' grieving because each person needs to find his/her own way in their own time. It may help to stress that 
God loves each one of us who are left behind and he cares about our pain. Jesus died for our sins and the 
Resurrection gives hope to us that there is real life after death here on earth, not just existence. God takes care of a 
broken heart and he will work with us to restore peace of heart and mind. 
 
Prayers 
 
Prayer for the dying:  I commend you, my dear brother/sister, to almighty God, and entrust you to your Creator. May 
you return to Him who formed you from the dust of the earth. May holy Mary, the angels, and all the saints come to 
meet you as you go forth from this life. May Christ who was crucified for you bring you freedom and peace. May 
Christ who died for you admit you into his garden of paradise. May Christ, the true Shepherd, acknowledge you as 
one of his flock. May He forgive all your sins, and set you among those He has chosen. May you see your Redeemer 
face to face, and enjoy the vision of God for ever. Amen. 

  
A prayer for someone who has died: We commend into your hands, O Lord, those who have died, especially… We 
know that you loved him/her throughout her/his life, and so we trust her/him now to your infinite tenderness and 
unfailing love. Eternal rest grant onto him/her O Lord. Let perpetual light shine upon him/her and may he/she rest in 
peace. Amen. 
 
B. Representative group presentation by David Lovegrove of Abingdon Baptist Church (ABC)  

‘Back to 35’ started as a result of a visit by the-then Age Concern Project Development Officer to see whether it was 
possible to find a suitable site for a meeting place, either in church or some other suitable  premises. It was called 
‘Back to 35’ a link with forgetting how old the visitors would be and 35 Ock Street where it first met. Meetings take 
place on the first and third Thursday of each month, from 10.30 to 11.30 am, with the exception of August. 

The leadership is made up of members of ABC with other helpers. The ‘clientele’ age group ranges from those in 
their 50s to those in their 90s, some of which attend church and others who do not.  Some are able and others not 
so able, and some live close while others come in from the villages.  There are now over 40 people on the books.  

Our programme provides a mixture of advice from, for example, the police, trading standards and various charities, 
combined with lighter meetings – concerts, quizzes and parties.  

We believe that those of us who act as ‘hosts’ help to provide a place of love for those who are lonely and need a 
place of comfort for an hour or so each fortnight, giving a listening ear to all. It just so happened that ‘Back to 35’ 
takes place on church premises - it could have happened anywhere, but we believe that this is where Christ is and 
forms part of our social action to the community. 

Prayer:  Our prayer is that the problems of Covid diminish and that we continue in as best a way as possible. 

 


